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Proceedings of (he half-yearly General Meeting
of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce held on
Satwrday, the 31st May 1873.

Mr, J. C. Murray, President of the Chamber,
in proposing the adoption of the report, spoke as
follows :—Gentlemen,—My remarks on the work
of the Committee contained in our report for the
last half-year will be few.

In the first place, I suppose there is but one
opinion regarding the abolition of the obnoxious
income-tax, and the flowrishing condition of the
Government finances. I am sorry, however, that
the sound principle of using surplus balances for
the extinction of existing debt, and of providing
for reproductive public works by loan, has been
departed from. The result of the mode adopted is
financially the same, but the principle is a sound
one, and should have been adhered to.

On the publication of the draft of the Labor

Districts Emigration Bill, the Committee at once

addressed Government on the subject, objecting

to the Lill on general grounds, and they further

called a large Sub-committee to take the details of
A
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ilie bill into consideration.  The Sub-commitree
held several sittings and have carefully gone
through the bill, section by section; their report
is now in course of preparation, and will be duly
submitted. In the meantime the bill, as amend-
ed by the Select Committee of the Council, has
appeared in the Glazetle, and it is gratifying to find
that the objections urged hy your Committee have
had weight enough to effect a modification of the
objectionable clauses. There ave still, however,
some clauses reteined which the Sub-committee
consider open fto serious -objection, and as this
Cemmittee was composed of merchants experi-
enced in the management of tea estates, their
practical suggestions are entitled to every respect
and consideration by Giovernment,

Octroi duties have again veccived attention
from the Committee during the past half-year.
" Tt has been acknowledged by Government that in
at least one large town the octroi had assumed the
shape of a “transit duty,” and the Committee have
instanced to them the case of another town of
large importance commercially a few years ago,
to whose decline the introduction of the octroi
and the vexatious mode of its collection has
greatly contributed. It is matter of opinion
whether a town does not follow a short-sighted
policy in adopting octroi duties for its municipal
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purposes. Tf it does adopt it, the greatest caution
7s necessary in its administration. From its
very nature it tends to cripple trade and hinder
its expansion ; but, il' in addition it be carclessly
or vexatiously worked, the trade is sure to'decline
capidly, being driven oft to other-and more liberal
channels. 1f the imposition of an octroi is objection-
able, even when levied ou the trade of thie town
itself, it is stilt more objectionable when through
traffic is taxed ; it is simply making one town
pay for the municipal and sanitary arrangements
of another, The Committee have just lieard—
too late to include the correspondence in-the
report—that measures have been laken to stop
the objectionable practice hitherto prevailing in
the towns of Umritsur and- Bhowani. I believe
myself that the trade of the latter can never be
fully restored, though the relaxation of the octroi
rules may recall a portion of it. The proposed
introduction of wsystem of drawbacks on re-ex-
ports in the former town is a step in advance, and
should have been adopted from the beginni
The action taken by your Committee has been,
therefore, so far beneficial, and they hope thai
Government will carefully watch the working
ol these duties in such other towns as may have
adopted them,

The next suhject in the report is the Clovernment
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estimate of the cotton crop in the North- Western
Provinces. You will see from the correspondence
Hmt the Committee questioned the accuracy of
these estimates ; this elicited a second and very in-
teresting communication from the Government,
which has come in since the publication of the re-
port, and which the Committee have not yet had
time to analyse carefully. It will appear in our
next report.  The previcus estimates. appear to
have been modified ; and the ratio of consumption.
inthe producing districts has also been reduced,
principally on the ground of the use of Man-
chester manufactures being larger than was. ori-
ginally estimated. - The modified estimate: of
consumption of English and country-made cloth
is put down as 60-and 40. - It has hitherto been:
supposed by those conversant with the trade that
English cloth did not find its way into common
use by the masses except tora small extent, and
1 was, therefore, surprised to see so large a pro-
portion as 60 per cent. of the whole allotted to
?\1 anchester ; it is so contrary to our preconceived
ideas on the subject.  Botl he first and second
communications  from Government are  accom-
meied by long figured statements of considerable
nterest, but which are not printed, as they
would have swelled out our report too much.;
they ave open, however, to the inspection of
mewmbers who may desire {0 study them. Your

e e
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Committee have applied to the Department of
Agriculture for similar returns of the yield of
Rajpootana and other cotton-producing districts
not included i the North-Western Provinces, so

that we may hope to obtain reliable estimates of

next year's yield throughout the whole of India.

The subject of tariff valuations is too large
aone to be discussed here. There is no doubt
that additions and alterations are needed to meet
the present requirements of our trade. These
can only be arvived at by a patient investigation
of the whole question by Government, and the
united Chambers of Conmmerce in India. Your
Committee have prepared the way for this, and
have been promised the co-operation of the two
tmportant Chambers of Bombay and Madras,
as well as that of Manchester.

The only other subject in the report requiring
remark is the proposed concentration of Marine
offices. His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor pro-
posed, by the capitalization of the purchase-money
of the old Sudder Court, to provide the funds
necessary to effect the coneentration of not only
the Marine but also of all the Bengal offices, in
the same or adjacent buildings. T heard yester-
day that the sanction of the Imperial Government
to the proposal has been received, and the work

==
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will now be proceeded with. The site chosen 1s
Whiters’ Building on-the North, and the present
Custom House on the West of Dalhousie Square,
both of them already the' property of Govern-
ment.

I have now briefly: to' mention a few other sub-
Jjects that have come before the Committee since
the preparation of the report,

The assimilation of the Indian to the Englisl
Act in respect to stamps inadvertently spoiled..
The Home Act allows renewal 6 ‘months
after spotling, the local Act limits the time to 12
months ‘after purchase, and representation has-
been made to the Committee of the loss to the
exchange banks who are forced by the nature
of their business to hold a large and varied
stock of stamps.

Your Committee have also had brought to-

their notice the inconvenience and loss to ex-
porters by sudden changes in the standard of
cotbon in - the London market. They have
addressed the Cotton Brokers’ Association on

the subject, and the result will be duly notified to
members. :

The Commitiee have also received lwo com-

[
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-munications from Government regarding the ex-

tension of Telegraphs ; the first being from Ran-
goon to the rising port of Bassein, thence to Dia-
mond Island. Bassein is a large port, with aun
increasing trade, and Diamond Island is the
natural place of call for “seccking” ships. The
Committee have, therefore, had pleasure in adding
their support to the strong recommendations of
the merchants of Burmah. The second proposed
line is from Cuttack to False Point. Though the
Committee have expressed doubts as to the finan-
cial success of this line, they have recommended

its construction for meteorological and other pur-

poscs.

! \  The Foreign Office has asked the Chamber for

‘suggestions as to the working of the trade with

Yarkand under the lately ~concluded treaty with
the Ataligh Ghazee. The Committee have had
the matter under consideration, but the informa-
tion they possess is but scanty ; they have no

doubt the new Committee, with whom will rest

the disposal of the question, will be glad of any
aid that can be given ‘them by members who
may have some knowledge of the subject.

There areonly o other things of local interest
that I need mention before proposing the adoption
of the report.
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The first is with reference to the Iloating
Bridge. The pontoons are all here, and the
first pair will be fixed in position next
springs.  Portions of the iron work have not
yet arrived, but Mr. Leslie has gone home to
push on the despatch, and will be back in Octo-
ber. ‘There‘are hopes that the whole work will
be completed, and the bridge open for traffic in
twelve months.

The next matter of local interest is that the
Eastern Bengal Railway has received the sanc-
tion of the Government for the extension of the
line to the river bank at Chitpore, which will be

a great convenience for the traffic in produce fron:

Eastern districts.

T think these arc all the remarks T need mnke,‘!
and 1 will now propose— That the Report of the
Committee of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce for
the half-year ended 30th April 1873 be recervect
and adopted.” /

The Honw'ble Mr. Buiney Switn  said—I
thought it was customary for one of the execu-
tive to second the adoption of the report; but
I bave much pleasure in responding to your
request, Mr. President. T have only one or two
remarks to ‘make upon the subject which first

g
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meets us in the report, namely, the Labor Dis-
tricts Emigration Bill. T may say that when I
first saw that this bill had attracted the attention
of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, and that
the Committee had addressed Government regard-
ing it, T was somewhat surprised, hecause I be-
lieve there has for the last 12 or. 15 years existed
an understanding  that watters of this description
lie more within the province of the Landholders’
Association than that of this Chamber ; and
acting upon such an understanding, the Chamber
has abstained from taking any notice of Act X,
and Acts, relating to the
agricultwral distriets of the country. T don’t,
in  the regret  {hat the Committee of
this  Chamber bave taken this matter up.
On the contrary, our thanks are due to {hem
for having done so. But I desire to say
that I think it will be of very great importance,
in the further communication which you contem-
plate sending in to Government, that you should
be very careful. If you do not actaltogather in con-
Jjunction with the Committee of the Landholders’
Association, it should be seen that nothing pro-
ceeds from this Chamber in opposition to the views
of another body more directly representing the
tea interest. Nothing will be more hurtful to our
cause than that Government should be placed in
the position of having to choose hetween conflicting
B

various  other

least
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statements coming frem two bodies whose opitiions
are entitled to weight. That is not the position in
which we should place the Government. 1 am
the more induced tomake these remarks, because,
in the preliminary letter written by the Chamber,
I find there are three paragraphs in which views
are expressed which diametrically run counter to
the opinions which have been expressed on former
oceasions, regarding this question of labor contract,
T am not sure whether the expression made use of
ab the bottom of page 7 is one used by the Com-
mittee originally, or whether it is a quotation from
some Government document. But T believe there
is o person connected with tea who would not
distinetly repudiate the epithet “a class of con-
tractor” being applied to that individual whom
three or four years ago we were Jucky enough to
call into existence as a garden sirdar.  If T under-
stand the whole tenor of {he legislative discussion
on this subject rightly (my friend, Moy. Sutherland,
who was then in Council, will correet me if I am
wrong) the ideawasto separate as widely as possible ’
this systeni of what T may call domestic emigration
by means of garden sirdars from the former system
by means of contractors and agents. The whol e
tenor of legislation was, as far as possible, to
separate all connection between these two classes
of men, and certainly the garden sirdar, although to
a certain extent he is 5 recruiter, in so far that L

Tl

induces coolies to go- to a garden; is in no sense:
either a reeruiter or contractor, as these words have
been all along understood and used in the Labor
Bills. And for that reason the expression used here,
“a class of contractor,” cannot correctly apply to
garden sirdars.  Thesirdar malkes no contract, and
the laborer is under no contract whatever, till he
is put under such by the Government agent.

The second point to which T wish to draw the
attention of the meeling is a most important
one, namely, the recommendation of the Com-
mittee of the Chamber for the opening of a
central depdt for the laborers brought here by
garden sirdars. T very unwillingly occupy a
position of antagonism: to the Committee, but T
do nol hesitate to say that anything in the shape
of a central depdt is, to my mind, a thing to be
deplored.  And more than that, T believe it will
be found in the records of the Landholders’ Asso-
ciation that the subject has been brought forward
more than once ; and for many reasons, and chiefly
for the strong medical opinion pronounced against
it, this proposition has becn always condemned. The
essence of all successful emigration is to get away
the men from Caleutta by the least possible delay :
because it has been found that discase is more likely
to break out among the coolies when they ave con-
gregated in large numbers, and the occurrence of
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many deaths Tas a most- depressing and injurious
influence upon those not actually attacked. T am
not speaking merely theoretically, but fiom my
own experience, and T think we have sent within
the last few years 2,000 labovers to Cachar through:
these garden sirdars. We have found it of the
utmost importance to reduce their stay in Caleutts
to the minimum. ’

m S

The only other point is the strong ex pression
of opinion which is given unreservedly against
the use of native boats in the last paragraph of

the Committee’s letter.  Now, if this had been: g

put in solely with reference to Assam, T should |

have been disposed to concur in it, because T
})v]mvo a prosperous voyage for coolies to Assam
in anative boat is almost impossible. But if it
is applied to the districts of Cachar and Sylhet,
then T say, that the Committee in 1'ccommen(linr:
the Gevernment to prohibit {he cmploymont':f
native boats, has set its face against a system
which is preferable to all other systems. This is
nol a theory or an opinion, but it is an absolute
fact. The native laborers travelling in these
boats go in small numbers | )
like, cook where they like
by all the numerous regu

they stop where they
, and are unencumbered
ations which exist on
board of steamers ; and I say it is a matter of

facl, in which 1 J "
, hope some of the gentlemen

S
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present will bear me out, that there is no beticr
system of emigration transport to .Cachar and
Sylhet than that of small bodies of coolies pro-
cceding in mative boats. We have. found that,
as a rule, men proceeding thus have armived in the .
gardens not only without the occurrence of any
deaths on the way, but in very good health.

Now, Mr. President and Gentlemen, I hope:
the spirit in which I make these observations
will not be misunderstood. Tar be it from me
to undervalue anything that gocs forth from
ihis Chamber. But knowing as I do what has
gone forth from the Landholders’ Association and
others, and knowing the actual results of the prac-
tical working of the subjects I have spoken about,
1 think it right to mention what my experience
s been, in the hope that any further representa-
tion which may go up from this Chamber will be
one which will coincide with the views of the bullk
of those employed in tea, and with previous ex-
pressions of opinion on the points under notice.
In all other respects, I have great pleasure in
scconding the adoption of the report. Tt shows
the continued attention the Committee have given
to the mercantile affairs of the city. :

The Crarryvax—1 am much obliged to you,
My, Bullen-Smith, for the remarks you have




i

made:  Tnthe first place T may mention thal be-
fore the Committee  took any aclion in {he
matter, T was careful to call upon the Secretary
of the Landholders’ Association ; and. we were
agreed upon the principal grounds of our oppo-
sition to- the bill.  And: further than that, T can
promise members thab our report, and our letter
accompanying it, shall also be submitted to, and
will be in accordance with the views of, the T.and-
holders’ Association. Mo, with regard to your
next objection about the wse of the expression
“aclass of contractor,” T am not quite certain,
but I rather think that that was the name given
cither in the Act itself, or in one of {he speoches
in Council, to the garden sivdar. 1 quite agree
with you that we ought to have noted that these
contractors are to he kept entirely distinet and
separate from the domestic recruiters, as you
call them. T shall see that that is again brought,
forward.

The question about the central depdt, was one
which arose from an objection which was men-
tioned to me by the medical officer, Dr. Grant,
with regard to the mode of examining the cooljos
recruited by these garden sivdars.  He only seos

, and he has no possi-
ble means of knowing whether

them for five or ten minutes

there is any epi-
demic amongst them or not, That is (he only
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reason Why the sabject of central depots has
been mentioned.

Now with regard to transport. My opinion
is, that there are very stringent rules applicable
both to native boats and steamers ; if there are
these stringent rules, of course they take away
half the benefit. The point you mention, . how-
ever, is very important, and shall have every
consideration by the Committee.

The resolution, with regard to the adoption of
the report, was now put and carried.

It was then proposed by the President, second-
ed by the Vice-President,— That the Committee’s
litional clection of Messrs. Macneill and Co.,
Messrs. Cohn Brothers and Co., Messrs. David
Sassoon and Co., Messrs. Kerr, Tarruck and Co.,
Messrs. J. Mackillican and Co., and Messrs. Steel,
Mclntosh and Co., as members of the Bengal
Chamber of Commerce, be confirmed.”

Carried.

It was also proposed by the President, second-
ed by the Vice-President,—* That the Committec's
conditional election of Mr. C. S, Carlisle and Mr.
I'. Liscnlohr, as members of the Committee, in the
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room of M. I, C. Morgan and My, V. IF. Sty
proceeded Lo Lurope, be confirmed.”

Carried.

The Scrutineers, Messrs. J. Mardoch and
T. H. Mosley, now submiited the names of (he
following gentlemen as members of the new Com-
miltee :—

J. C. Murray, Esq., President.

H. H. Sutherland, Esq, Vice-Presidens, °

T. A. Vlasto, Eeq.

I Eisenlohr, Hsq.

Thos. A. Apcar, Bsq,

A. Thorndike, Tsq.*

H. F. Brown, Esq.*

The Cratmitay,—Gentlemen, — T hank you for
the honor you have done me in re-electing me as
your President. I should not have stoocr,l for it
again were it not for one or two ques
1 should like to
signing.

" one stions which
assist in considering before ye-

Mr“M URDOCIT in a few remarks suggested the
neeessity of considering whether it would not be
z\d\txsnble to change the present, system of votin

which, he considered, prosented many flifﬁcultief’

————

. —

v, Thoradike and My, I

roun Laxing decti .
Crails and M, o delined to serve, 3y, Wiz,

Willian Duncan were dected to complete the Commirge,
Committee,

e
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The Hon'ble Mr. Buriny-Surru~—Before we
separate, there is one other resolution, and that
is, to propose .o hearly vote of thanks to the
President, the Vice-President, and the Com-
mittee of the Chamber, for their services during
the past half-year. There are many proofs in
their Report of the attention they have given to
the mercantile affairs of Caleutta ; and I have no
doubt, Mr. Chairman, that, with the Committee
now elected, your exertions will be crowned with
still further success in the second half-year,

The resolution was unanimously carried, and
the meeting separated.
o, W. I. WOOD,
Secretary.
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Report of the Committee for the half-year
ended 30th April 1873,

Tre Committee have the pleasure to submit
their Report on the principal subjects which have
come under their consideration during the past
half-year.

The Financial Statemont for 1878-74.

In their report of proceedings for the period
svhich embraces the annual budget statement of
Government it is customary for the Committee to
include a brief reference to the salient points in
the Finance Minister’s exposition; and on this
oceasion it is a matter of special satisfaction that
they are able to place on record the following
Resolution by the Government of India on the
budget ecstimates submitted by the Hon’blo Sir
Richard Temple : for, while it expresses the
approval of those estimatos by the Governor-
General in Council, it announces the condition of
the finances to be satisfactory, that no additional
taxation is needed to maintain it, that the ordi-
nary sources of imperial revenue will enable the
Government to meet all ordinary demands, and




2

that the country has at length been relieved of the

burden of the income tax—the continued imposi-
tion of which in times of comparative financial
ease has been repeatedly assailed and condemned,

When that {ax was introduced by Mr. Wilson
in 1860, at'a period of the gravest emergency,
it reccived the full support of the mercantile
classes represented by this Chamber as a measure
of absolute national necessity ; and while “that
necessity continued, while .the finances of the
country were unequal t6 legitimate expenditure
and required the aid of an exceptional demand
on the public, the Chamber cheerfully accepted
the decision of Government, and concurred in
the belief that the imposition of moderate levy
of direct taxation was Justified, provided

; it was
universal and equal in its application.

The Committee will not enter into
'of the Income Tax which is familiar to all ;
its temporary discontinuance, it 1'euppear;mcej
and reimposition under the tr .

the history

‘ ansparent disguis
.of a License Tax, and subsequlnt rene\v:l ir(;
its own proper designation but greatly modified
in ifs incidence, need only be cursori]}
tf) :and t'hey cordially congratulaic the commer-
(-,}al public on its abolition angq the favorable
eireumstances which have led fo jis extine o

referred

tion,

HisoLurios By drit Goversymyr or Ixpis,
.~ Darsp 28ru Marcr 1873.

The Governor-General in Council has already approved
of the figures of the Budget Estimates for 1878-74, and
the usual notifications will be issued to the several local
Governments and Adwinistrations, .

2. A comparison between the estimate of the ordinary
revenue and expenditure for the year 1873-74 shows a
surplus of £220,000.

3. The cash balance in India at the commencement of
the year is estimated at £19,300,000, and, at the end of
the year, at £14,800,000, after providing for an expendi-
ture of £3,878,000 on reproductive works, which, under
ordinary circumstances, would have been, met from loan
funds.

4. The general condition of the finances is, therefore,
satisfaclory.  Although the estimated surplus for the year
1873-74 is smill, the estimates, both of revenue and ex
penditure, have been framed with caution ; the estimate

of the net receipts from opium is £5,385,000, which is less
by 2} millions, than the veceipts of 1871-72, and by 1}
million, than the reccipts of 1872-73; aud the slate of
the cash balances prevents any risk of financial difficulty
during the ycar.

5. With respeot to the futwre, His Excelleney in Coun-
cil believes that no additional taxation is vequived for the
purpese of maintaining the finances of India in a sound
and salisfactory condition. Besides the gradual espan-
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sion of the revenue which may reasonably be expecied,
there will e, in the course of the years 1874-75 and
1875-76, a reduction of expenditure of nearly half @ million
per annum, in consequence of the time having avrived
when the stock of the East India Company will be paid
off. Any increase of expenditurc which may be neces-

sary”in some branches of the public service, may, His-

Excellency in Council believes, be met by economy  in
others, The schemes for public works chargeable to loan
funds have been' revised, and, so far as reliance can be
placed upon careful estimates, the conmplotion of the system
of guaranteed railways, and the construction by Govern-
ment of the railway and irrigation works now sanctioned
or contemplated, will not entail any scrious additional
charge upon the annual revenues. The Government of
India has, thercfore, decided that it is not necessary, with
reference to the present or prospective condition of the
finances, that the Income-tax should he reimposed, or that
any other tax should be jimposed in addition to the existing
sources of revenue.

6. The Government of India has also considered whe-
ther the Income-tax should be reimposed as a part of the
ordinary fiscal ‘system of Tudia, while other taxes might,
cither immediately or eventually, be remitted or reduced.
Alfter a careful consideration of this alternative, and of the
opinions expressed by the local authorities aud officers in
answer to the recent financial circular,
has determined that it would not he ex
the Income-tax for {he purpose of ¢
effect. -

the Government
pedient to reimpose
arrying this policy into

7. As no legislalive measwo will be introduced in

5

connection with the Budget of the coming year, it would
be in contravention of the Indian Councils Act, 1861, that
a financial statement should bo made in the Council .of
the Governor-General for the purpose of making Taws
and Regulations. The minute recorded by the Hon’ble
Sir Richard Temple, which contains the customary expla-
nations of the Budget figures of the present year, to-
gether with his review of and opinions regarding the
financial policy of the Government of India during the
last four years, will be published, together with this
Resolution, the Budget Estimates, and Appendices, in the
Gazctte of India for general information.

/ Lsbor Districts Emigration Bill.

The following representation from the Commit-
tee to the Legislative Council of the Government
of Bengal embodied their objections to the new
Emigration Bill, ‘as it stood when first published.
Some of these objections have been removed by
the Select Committee, and the amended Bill is, in
these respects, an improvement. There are still
however some clauses which, the Commitice be-
lieve, might be amended with advantage. The
whole subject is now under consideration of a
Sub-Committee of the Chamber, who have been
going through the Bill, section by section, and
whose report will be considered as soon as received
and a further communication made to Council.
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Fyom Chamber of Commerce (o Government of
Bengal, Legislative Depariment,

Caleutta; 7th March 1873.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce desire
e to request you will do them the favor of placing this
letter before the President of the Council of His Honor
the Lieutenant-Goternor for the purpose of making laws
and regulations at tle sitting of Council on Saturday,
the 8th instant.

At the meeting of the Council held on the 22nd of-
Jast month, it was ruled that the motion to read in
Council on that day a bill to amend the law relating to
the emigration of laborers to the districts of Assam,
Cachar and Sylhet, should be postponed for a fortnight,
and the motion will consequently be rencwed on Satur-
day, the 8th instant.

It then be the pleaswre and determination of the
Council to perniit the introduction of the Bill, it will be
the duty of the Chamber tc place before the Speeial
Committce of the Council, to whom the Bill may be
referred, such observations as may be considered pertinent
to its several provisions, -

But the object of this communication is fo submit to the
Couneil that, in the judgment, of the Chamber, the necessity
for fresh legislation as respects the relations hefweon cm])luym:s
and  their laborers appears to b searcely justified by
reasons which have yet been pronownced on
Those relations have been well established
experience, are well understood, and iy

any
the subject.
after several years'
is a questionalle

|
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expediency to disturh thew. The existing Act worlis with
a fair degree of satisfaction to all concerned, and, although
it may contain defects of no waterial moment, is preferable
to an Act less imperfect as a statutory enactment, but involv-
ing a change in those relations which the employer and
Iaboier are conlent to maintain as suflicient for their mutual
inlcres(s:

It is stated by the Hon’ble Member in charge of the
Bill that the Bill does not propose any material alterations
in any part of the law, but. provides only for the amendment of
certain small defects ; but the general tenor of the Bill and
the remarks of His IMonor the President leave little room
for doubt that the proposed changes are not confined to
mere amendment of unimportant defects.

Two special reasons bave been mientioned to the Com-
mittee for the introduction of the new Act:—

1st.  The indefinite position of the laborer whose original
contract of service had expired, and who, in his continued em-
ployment thereafter, was subject to the same provisions of the
law as are applicable to laborers under contracts still current.
Great stress s Jaid on this point,—it is treated as an anoma-
Jous condition of things which requires to be reetified, and
the difference between imported and quasi-local labor is
urged as a suflicient ground for the introduction of a mea-
sure which shall relieve the latter from the stringent. provi-
sions of the Jaw which are applicable to the former- only.

The 2nd reason is based on the excessive mortality
among coolies recruited by a class of contractors called
<« garden sirdars,” whose selections cannot be sufficiently

examined by the medical attendant, who sces the coolies
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just at the time of starting, and has consequently no.
means of ascertaining whether they are free from any
disease likely to result in epidemic among them.

On the 1st point, vie, the status of the laborer who,
after expiry of contract, is fiee to re-engage for service, the
Commitiee of the Chamber concur that it is -expedient
to remove the restraints to which the existing Act ren-
ders him liable ; but they submit that a simple order of Go-
vernment, or notification that the provisions of the Actare
applicable only to a laborer on his first contract, would
be sufficient, without the necessity of putting into motion
the machinery of legislation. There have been already
so many Acts and dments that hoth employer and
employ6 have had their relations so often disturbed ‘that

it appears to the Committee of the Chamber not only
" undesirable but highly inexpedient to add the further
disturbance of these relations, which will of necessity
result from the passing of the contemplated Act, :

The second objection to the existing Act, which was
mentioned to the Committee, though no allusion to it
was made in Council, can the Committee believe be till
more easily removed by simple order. The Government. |
have but to open a sort of central depdt in Calentta, or !
elsewhere, and order all garden sirdars’ recruited emigrants !

to be lodged therein for a specified time before embarka.
tion. - ’ )

I am further to represent to {hy

) " b o Council that these
sirdars’ recrnited coolies are

generally the most preferred
by the planter. They are 1elatives or fiiends of the
sirdars, who perswade them to emigrate without pr

ractis-
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ing deceptions employed by the contractor’s reeruiter.
The proposed Act is in its provisions so severe as regards
the former that recruiting by this means will be much
restricted. For instance, these “sirdars are men entirely
ignorant of legal forms, with which, on the other haud,
the contractor’s recruiter is familiar, Any irregularity
on the part of the latter is punishable by fine, &c., to be
borne by the recruiter himself and not by the contractor
who employs Iim. Any irvegularity on the part of the
more ignorant, but more honest sirdar, is visited not on
him personally, but on his employer, the planter, whose
property may be summarily sold. It scems clear that the
planter, rather than run this risk, will resort to the
ageucy of these contractors and discontinue recruiting
Dy his own men.

The provisions in the proposed Act as to transport
are likewise so stringent as to make it clear that steamer
proprietors will decline to convey emigrants at any price.
Transport by native boats is not only attended with dan-
ger to health and life, but is also in many months impos-
sible. The effect of the proposed Act will, therefore, be
to reduce emigration greatly, if not to check it altogether,
and throw the properties in the Tea districts into difficul-

" ties of the gravest character.

/ Octroi Duties.

It will be in the remembrance of members that
the statement of our former President as to
the octroi at Umritsur having become a “transit
duty pure and simple” was denied by the Go-
vernment. The following correspondence will

2
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show that, notwithstanding the assertion of Go-
vernment, the statement of the Hon’ble Mr. Bullen
Smith was in exact accordance with fact, and

the Lieutenant-Governor -of the Punjab acknow-

ledges that itis fairly ¢ matter for consideration
whether octroi duties should not be prohibited
altogether, as the temptation to tax through traffic
is almost strongéer than municipalities can resist.”
The Committee have taken up the subject and
shown the injurious’ effect on the trade of Bhowani
which used to be one of the most flowishing towns
in the North-west, but is now almost desertod 5 and
they have just heard that steps have been taken
to remove their objections and to release cotton
manufactures passing through these two lar ge
depbts from the operation of the municipal tas,

From Government of India, Depar tment of Agri-
culture, Revenue and Commerce, to Chamber of

Commerce.

Caleutta, 26th December 1872,

In continuation of this office letter No. 23, dated 29th

Sephembex 1871, Tam directed to forward, for tho informa-

tion of the Ch:
* Paragraphs 15 to 33 of letter from Govern- ¢ mnlgex,
ment ot the Punjab, No. 1045, asted 2465, °OPY of communica-
w .
Letigr No. 1727, dated 18U October 1671, U1ODS® from the Go-
with enclosure. s
 Leiter irom Obis Commissoner, Cental Dro- vernmentof.the Pun-

noes, No, 237 dated 28th November1871, jab a f
Latter feom Ghief Comnmitsionay of Oudh, ] nd the  Chief

No. 4949, datod 22ud Novoraber 1572, Commissioners of the
Central  Provinces
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and Ondh, and to remark that if not conclugive in all res-
pects they yeb show that the authorities are alive to the
great danger of allowing octroi to degenerate into transit
duties. The whole subject of Municipal taxation is,
liowever, now before the Government of India, by whom
speeial regard will he had to this most important hranch
of the questien.

Bxtract puras. 15 to 33 of letter from Govermment
of the Punjab, No. 1048, dated 24th July 1872.
® B £ *

15. The income realised was derived from the follow-
ing sources :—

QOclroi ... e e 12,32,290
Duty on mrmufactums 30,879
Tocal taxes e 49,786
Choukidari 675
House-tax 45,024
Cesses on artizans Y 9,172
Revenue from jagir or 'mu;ned ]aud; 31,469

Revenue from nazul buildings and lmds e 24,566
Special assessment of sites and compounds ... 10,796
Otlier sources ... . e 94,7938

Total ... 15,30,350

16. It is thus seen that four-fifths of municipsl income
is derived from octroi duties, The nature of this tax
and the manner of its imposition are important in the
extreme, and the Government of India has instituted
many enquiries with the object of discovering whether
these dnties were truly octroi, levied alone upon arbicles
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,'_ copsumed within the several towns, or whether they , - L o
i partook of the nature of transit duties. 19. The percentage of octroi on imports is thus seen

17. The rules now in force for the levy of octroi duties
are given in the annexed circular, together with those
directions which have been from time to time issued by
the Government to ensure the rules being strictly observ-
ed, especially in the primary matter of the exemption
of goods in transit,

18. The following table gives the total amount of
octroi as compared with the import, external and inter-
nal, levied in the chiof towns of the provinee where trade
statistics are collected : —

Tt T Pareon.

TN cxterns |t

Sratios. | Octroi,QSESES
intemal imports,

——
. Lakhs

Delhi 126 500" |14

Rewari 4 88

Hissar 23

Bhiroani ! IS

Amballah ’ ‘ 27

Ludianal i 123

Simla, | N

Jalandhay Sl | eigar 1

Kangra 10| v | o

i:]lxlolfzm 135 [1,33,500 ()9

Firvozpiir

Rawalpindi

Jhelan

Pind Dadan Khan

Gujrat

Multan

Jhang

Derah Tsmail Khan

Peshdwar

—_—

to vary most considerably. The variations in the inci~
dence of the tax are shown even more striking in the
following table, which gives the rate per head of popula-
tion of octroi duties in certain Municipalities where the rate
has been highest, with the peweumuc of agriculbural to
non-agricultural inhabitants :—

LR

ERREE

TOWNS. ERCK]

2| %EE

E

KR
Rs. As P.
elbi. 2 140
Tirozptir (Gurgfion Distr 1 L 09
igshr 45 1 911
Bhiwkni 9 101
irsa . 1 2 07
TFhzilkd 5 4 10 10
Simla 6 [513 0
Sultanptr 21 (1 4 8
Amritsar 3 1 3 6
Darangla 6 06 0
Lahore 3 L5 7
Tirozptr 16 40
Makhu ( roLp(u DlshM) 48 2 19
Bmupmm . 1 [L13 @
158 3 191
I’m(l Dﬂd'\nll\in aee 585 b 1 5.4
th\\ﬂ (Shahpur Dlétnct) 325 4 |1 4 4
Shal - 2% 1B a1z 2
Demh(;hfm le{tu Not | 5 1 1 3
Edwardesabid 2,009 63 13 7
Peshfwar .. .. .. | 8420 | 55,133 6 1 21

20. The results as shown by these figures do mob
appear to the Lieutenant-Governor, to be altogether
satisfactory. Octroi duties, being levied on imports,
might naturally be espected to vary proportionately
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with the amount of such imports, but this a comparison
of the present figures shows not to be at all invariable,
Many towns have exhibiied a striking decrease in the
amount of their trade, without a proportionate decrease
in the octroi collections.

"21. The Licutenant-Governor thinks it not, impossi~
ble that the great vecorded decrease in the, trade of
Delhi, and the large increase in the trade of Multan,
may be satisfactorily explained by the completion of tho
Multan and Delhi through line ; hut many of the varia-
tions appear so extraordinary that the Lieutenant-
Governor has called for a further report regarding them,
and until its receipt it is unadvisable to draw any posi~
tive conclusions from the present figures, which certain] y
seem to show that, in some cases, the rules for the exemp-
tion of through traffic are not sufliciently regarded. This
appears specially the case with the towns of Shébpur,
Jhelam, and Fizilks, while the percentage of Octroi
collections at Lahore, Fivozpir, Gujrat, and Jhang
is higher than it should be. The Commissioners of the
Rawalpindi and Hissar Divisions were addressed by the
Licutenant-Governor in Mareh last, and directed to issue
stringent orders for the observance of the exeiption
rules ; while in the case of a town like Tdzilkd, with a
small population and almost enfirely subsisting by
means of its through trade, the Lieu(elmnt-Governor
thought it a matter for consideration whether Qetyo
duties should not be prohibited altogether, as the ten 1§~
tation lo tax through fraffic was almost stronger than
the Municipality could resist.

.22 Inorder to ensure thab the Qctroj duties

shall not

i
|
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take Uhe form of transit duties, it has been ordered that
proper accommodation shall be pro\'iclc@ for the sto‘riug
in warchouses, or otherwise, of arbicles in transit hi\,ll.lG
1o duty, but not intended for use or ' within
the limits of the municipality. The opinion of the
Tinancial Commissioner recorded in January last was
that the system was not demanded or appreciated by
the people and was cutirely new to them, and that lto
render it popular il was necessary to remove certain
drawbacks which were now generally comp]ainedAof.-
Tirst of them was the failure on the part of Muniufpul
Committees to guarantee the goods deposited against
damage and thefs, for the (depositors of gf)ods could nob
Jkeep servants to guard their property in the bonded
warchouses without incurring considerable expense.

93, In March of the present year the Licutenant-
Governor, while ab Anvitsar, appointed a - Committee

composed of Tinancial Commissioner, the Agent of the

Bank of Bengal, and two native gentlemen, to eixquim
into the working of the honded warehouse system.

94, Tryom their report it appeared that eanly in 1871
six court-yards with warchouses attached were hired -by
the Awritsar Municipality, the situation of enc}l being
selected with specinl reference to the convenience of
merchants.

95. The traders, however, refused to take their go?ds
$6 these warehouses, and the Octroi contractor refusing
to let them pass into the city without payment of ‘the
authorized fees, some inconvenience Was for some time
experienced, until the contractor and the merchants
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came to a private arrangement, which has since worked
without any ‘complaint on one side or the other. The
arrangement wade was as {ollows :—Under the conditions
of the schedule attached to the Octroi blease, the
contractor had power to levy Octroi ab certain rates,
instead of collecting at these rates, a computation was
made by the chief dealers of the city in conjunction
with the Octroi farmer, and anotherand lower rate was
fixed for the principal articles of through trade, and this
was paid on all taxable articles which entered the city,
whether in transit or for local consumption. This sys~
tem it is reported has given complete satisfaction to the
merchants, who have entered into a similax arrangement
for the present financial year.
i

26. The objection to the’ bonded warehouse system
alleged on the part of the Amuitsar merchants was
chiefly the publicity “given to their affairs, as with a
bonded warehouse, the @amount of their business and the
nature of their dealings:‘ became generally known. The
second objection was that it was not the custom to sell
unbroken bales of goods ; while it is asserted that for

broken bales to be in any place not in their own custody
was to eourt certain loss.

27. Tt is advantageous and important that the ar. .
rangements approved by the mercantilo classes as the
best way of meeting the difficulty occasioned

2 by their
own refusal should he known and examined, Y

28, Allthe first class Munici
the exception of Delhi, farm their
there ‘is considerablo diversity of o

palities of the plains, with
Octroi duties, and
Pinion as to the ad.-
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vantages of farming or direct management. The diffi-
culty of arrangement is the objection to the latter sys-
tem, while the want of control over the contractor and
possible oppression is the objection to the former.- The
Lieut Governor is di d to think that direct

management is preferable wherever feasible. Tt should
certainly be more economical, and the experiment ab
Delhi of the Municipality collecting their own duties
is understood to be working successfully.

29. Municipal Committees have been enjoined to so
arangé their system of taxation as to allow necessaries
of life to escape as lightly as possible, taxing more
heavily luxuries, such as tobaceo.

80. The rate on grain varies from one per cent to
four per cent ad valorem, or from two pie to eight pie per
maund. The heaviest rates are levied in the Rohtalk,
Gurddspur, Gujrat and Shahpur Distvicts. In Lahore,
Firozptr, and Rawalpindi a duty on loadsis preferred,
rising from three pie per coolie load upwards.

31, The practice of levying Octroi on grain by an
ad valorem rato is objectionable ; and in paragraph 18
of the circular annexed it was pointed out that under
the systeur the tax increases in -préssure in proportion
as the price of food rises ; where it should be relaxed in
time of scarcity ; and thus that it was preferable to levy
the tax on actual quantities or to fix an average rate for
the purposes of the Octroi duty. |

82, The Octroi levied on animals intended for
slaughter is usually ad valorem, although the tax could
e more readily realized were it levied per liead of enttle.

3
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‘X'} On Classes 111, TV, V, VIof the Government of
Indw.' list, namely, articles used for fuel, lightin,
wx.xshmg, orin the construction of buildings, drugs"gumf
spices, perfumes, and tobaceo, the duty is inv.;rinbl .
ad valorem, although in the caso of somo articles there 1:
an obvious. convenience (o the public in levying the tax
by loads. This has been pointed out to Municipalities, and
a change in the practice will gradually be cffected. ’Tho
sys'tem of taxation by load is always preferable for such
?1'txcles as grain, building materials, &e., whose qualit;
in a load is uniform, and where the adoption ot: tlli
eystem cannot encourage fiaud.

177'0./)1 Government, Punjab and s Dependen-
cies, to Government- of India, Department of
Agriculture, Revenue and Commerce.

Lahore, 13th October 1871,

With your letter No. 16, dated 29th Angust ]
forwarded copy of a letter from the B .
Commerce complau'nin‘g th
Upper Provinces assume th
you conveyad the request of the Government of Tngj
that, after careful ERGUIrY, a report showld be sub itod
on the subject, adding that it w‘a,s the inLen';,ion uf"leted

“vernment that the municipalities which leyieq theose in:-

posts should take every precauti i i
byl Yy p 10n against their acting as

ast, you
engal Chamber of
ab the octroi duties in the

) 2. .Tho Hon'ble the Lieutenant-Goy
ingly issued instructions for the necessar
made, and the result will he reported

ernor has accord-
Y enquiries to be
When the general

o form of transit duties ; and -
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veport on the working of municipal committees in the
Punjab, during 1870-71, now under preparation, is sub-
mitted by the Financial Commissioner.

3. Tlis Honor’s attention had, however, been attract-
ed, previous to the receipt of your letter under reference,
by a paragraph at page 6 of the Report of the Commit-
tee of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce for ‘the half-
year ending 80th April 1871, wherein it isstaled, amongst
other things, that the Committee bad ¢ lately heard, on
unquestionable authority, that at the important city of
Amritsar the octroi is really a transit duty, pure and
simple;” and the Financial Commissioner was requested
to report specially on the matter. This he has now done
in his letter No. 782, dated 2nd instant,—a copy of which
is hercwith enclosed for the information of Government
of India, from which it will be seen that for the city of
Amritsar there arc no less than seven bonded ware-
houses in different localities, and that there is con-
sequently ample provision, maintained at considerable
expense, for receiving goods in transit, but that the in-
stitution being new to traders, they have not all yet fallen
into the system of bonding their goods. In His Honor’s
opinion sufficient precaution is taken by the Amritsar
Municipality to prevent the octioi operating as a transit
duty.

From Financial Commissioner, Punjab, to the
Government, Punjab.

The 2nd October 1871.

Qctrot dutics in Municipalitics,—In reply to your No.
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1243, dated 17th July Iust,—forw.’\rding, for the Finan-
cial Commissioner’s information, an extract from the
Proceedings of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, dated
81st May last, representing” that the octroi duties in
certain towns were being worked in such a way as to
have all the effect of o transit duty,—I am directed to
intimate that, on receipt of this communication, the
Tinancial Commissioner caused enquiries to be made at
Amvitsar regarding the provision which had been made

for receiving goods in transit or intended for re-export
into bond.

2. The subject of providing bonded warehouses has
occupied the Financial Commissioner's attention for a
considerable time, as it appears the best way of protect-
ing goods from repeated charges; and the Municipal
Committeo of Amuitsar were especially enjoined to ap-
point places where goods could be

received in bond and
protected from duty, The reply which has now been

received from the Commissioner, Amritsar Division, on
this subject, No. 92, dated 13th current,—a copy of
which, and of its annexure, is herewith annexed,—shows
that ample provision, at o considerable expense,
made for receiving goods in transit in
Municipality, and the information whiel, the  Bengal
Chamber of Commerco has received ig an erroneous re-
presentation of the state of things which noy exists,

has been
the Amritsar

3. Warehouses have been
is a new one, due to idens bor
rather than from any expression of a desire o have them
on the part of the native community, Tt js pot surpris-
ing, therefore, that the traders do not abonee fall ingo

provided, but the institution
rowed from English Practice
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the system of bonding their goods ; but fll;c ﬁlciiflf Ctx::
not adopting our system should not, the mgrzh; Som.
missioner observes, be alleged asa fu.\\lt o. e oot
arrangements, but it should lead the oh‘)r:\cl.msf Zﬁ;‘c(rm
whether their own theories on the sub‘?ect n

of octroi on trade are so correet as they imagine.

Copy of a docket No., 92, dated 13th September 1871.

From Commissioner and Superintendent, Amz’zlsa:
Division, to Financial Commissioner, Punjab.
)

In reply to his No, 5383, dated 25th ultimo, f(‘i):;l\var‘;:
) issioner’s No. 103, dated the 8th
of Deputy Commissioner’s A ¢ b
ic::t);mt wl?ich furnishes all the information I'Lskef'( fozé
The nn"mwements in force for exempting goofls in transi
- 1 r
from payment of the octroi tax appear effective.

Copy of a docket No, 105, dated 8th September 1871.

From Deputy Commissioner, Amritsar I')wzsz_m%,
the C: i85 and Superintendent, Amritsar
N,

With reference to bis No. 198, datfd 30th Aug;‘lsb,
with copy of a letter No. 5383, (hfed 25th :Augu:‘shl, .onm
Secretary to Tinancial Commissmn.er, submits fur t{)w.c\ ;eo;-
solutions by the Municipal Committee on the Sl} jec o
bonded warehouses, Wwhich sho\‘v wlmbﬁ mensullels \cv
talen in pursuance of th(.: resolutions of February last.

2. Seven bonded warchouses are kept up in different
localities. .

o™
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3. The Debli rate of charges for goods in bond is in
force.

4. The rule obtaining is thatany person is at liberty
to keep his goods in bond, which are then exempted from
octroi, unless a package is opened and its contents offered
for sale, when they become liable - to octroi. Goods in
transit or impovted and kept in bond for re-export are not
taxed.

From the Chicf Commissioner, Central Provinces,
to the Govt. of India, Department of Agricul-
© ture, Revenue and Commerce. :

The 28th November 1871.

I am directed to reply to your letter No. 18, dated
29th August, requesting to be informed whether the
Octroi duties levied in Municipal towns in the Central
Provinces are in danger of assuming the form of transit
duties and as such necessarily hindering trade,

2. Tam to inforiit yon that, from what the Officiating
Chief Commissioner has learnt regarding the 77 ‘il
palities in these Provinces, the Octroi duties do mnot
assume the objectionable form of transit dues,

3. There are bonded warehouses seb apart in the
towns and provision is made in {he Octroi rules for
drawbacks and refunds. No complaints on the subject
have been made to the Officiating Chief: Commissioner,
A yeport similar to this was made in
No. 2051-145, dated 30th July 1870, to
to the Government, Home Department,

his office letter
the Secretary
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4. The case cited by the Caleutta Chamber of Com-
merce does not appear to the Officiating Chief Commis-
sionor to be a very gross one. When goods pay Octroi
duty only once, there cannot be very just cause of
complaint, No town, where a-whole bale of picee goods
could not sell, is likely to bea Municipality, and in
such a case as that adduced by the Chamber of Com-
merce, it may be taken for granted that the portions
of a bale are sold in the immediate neighbourhood of
the town and would never be subject to any subsequent
Octroi payment. In the Central Provinces all hardship
is obviated as will be quite . apparent from the following
Extract from the Bye-laws of the Jabalpur Munici-
pality :

«#*. ¥ Portions of a consignment may be cleared from
“the bonded warchouse by paying duty. thereon with-
“out rendering the rémainder of the consignment
“Jiable to duty until such remainder leaves the bonded
“warchouse for sale or consumption within Octroi
“limits,” and these Bye-laws have been accepted as a
model b‘y the other Municipalities.

In these Provinces the number of Municipal towns
has been considerably reduced within the last two years;
and those only in which'a fair amount of revenue for
Municipal purposes can. be raised are allowed to levy
Octroi dues.

5. The Officiating Chief Commissioner is alive to
the importance of keeping these Municipal dues from
Becoming a hindrance to the trade of the country
and would take immediate measures to counteract any
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tendency in that direction that might exhibit
but at present he does not consider that they
necessity for action.

From the Chief Commissioner, Oudh, to Government
of Indin, Depurtment of Ayriculture, Revenue
and Comimerce.

Lucknow, 22nd November 1872.

With reference to your reminder No. 153, dated 13th
instant, calling for the early submission of the report
regarding Octroi duties assuming the form of transit
duties, I am directed to refer you to this office letter
No. 4278, dafed 30th September last, reporting on the
working of the Municipalities in Oudh. From this re-
port it will be seen that every precaution is taken to
prevent Octroi being levied on goods in transit, and
that the practices complained of by the Chamber of
Commerce would seem to have mo existence in this
Province,

From Chamber of Commerce to Government of
India, Departnent of Agriculture, Revenue anc
Commeree.

Caleutta, 24k February 1873,

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce direct
me to acknowledge the veceipt of your letter No, 170
of 26th December forwarding communications from the
Government of the Punjab and from the Chief Com-
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missioners of the Central Provinces and of Oude on the
subject of Octroi duties.

The Committee note with satisfaction that in the
province of Oude the practice complained of by the
Chamber scems to have no existence, and that in the
Central Provinces the octroi duties do nol assume the
objectionable form of transit dues.

But the report from the Government of the Pupjab
invites further discussion of the subject.

In the letter No. 1048, dated 24th July 1872, there
are evidences of apprehension on the part of the Lieute-
nant-Governor that the Chamber’s general imputation
cannot be fairly disproved ; indeed there are admissions
sufticiently explicit to justify it. In the 2Ist para. the
Li ~-Governor, ting on the variati in
the incidence of octroi duties compared with the traffic
of the places where they are levied, expresses his belief
that “in some cases the rules for the exemption of
trough  traffic -are not sufficiently regarded. ‘This
appears_specially the case with the towns of Shahptr,
Jhelum  and Fézilkd ; while the percentage of octroi
collections at Lahore, Ferozepore, Gajrat and Jhang is
higher than it should be. The Commissioners of the
Rawalpindi and Hissar Divisions were dirccted to issuo
stringent orders for the observance of the exemption rules;
while in the case of a town like Fézilkd with a small
population and almost entirely subsisting by means of
its through trade the Lieutenant-Governor thought it
amatter for consideration whether octroi duties should
nob be prohibited altogether, as the femptation to tax

4
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hrough trafic was almost elvonger than the Municipality
could resist.”

The 25th paragraph records the official recognition of
an arrangement entered into between the octroi con-
tractor and the chief native dealers at Umiitsur by
which a rate was fixed for the principal articles of
through trade and applied to all taxable articles enter-
ing the city whether in transit or for local consumption.

Whatever may have been the circumstances leading
to such a modified arrangement and whether the system
works satisfactorily or not, the Chamber’s contention
that the octroi has been converted into a transit duty,
pure and simplo, is thus broadly acknowledged : and the
practical resultis that, as the town consumption is not
more than 10 per cent of the imports within the city
walls, 90 per cent of the octroi on imports is raised
from goods simply passing through and consumed else-
where ; or in other words 90 per cent of the octroi is ““a
transit duty—pure and simple.”

The Committee have information relative to the effect
of the octroi on'the trade of Bhowani which they be-
lieve to be pexfectly trastworthy, and they submit the
following remarks regarding it. Seven or eight years ago
octroi was unknown in that place, which used to be one
of the largest depéts for Manchester goods en route to
the Punjab on the north, or to Jeypore on the south H
Dbut though the traffic has been largely diverted
phies to those districts are furnished Ly rail to ¢l
and from Agra to the latter,
bas suffered materially from

and sup-
he former
still the town of Bhowani
the oppressive nature of
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the octroi and mode of collecting it. The rule now is,
as the Committee are informed, to open every bale, case,
bundle, and even parcel, and the annoyance and trouble
to merchants are consequently very great and complaints
are constant, Common articles of domestic use—spices
for instance—used to be admitted ab a rate per load, say
1 rupee per camel load of 6 to 8 maunds; but the
tariff has been altered to an ad valorem charge of Rs. 3-2
per cent, a mode of collection open to serious objection
and giving rise to real oppression.

The Committee gladly learn from your letter that the
whole subject of Municipal taxation is before the Govern-
ment of India, and that this important branch of the
subject will be speeially considered.

From Govt.of India, Department of Agriculture,
Revenue and Commerce, to Chamber of Commerce.
Calcutta, 5th March 1873.-

T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 24th ultimo, and in reply to forward, for the in-
formation of the Chamber, copy of a letter this day
addressed to the Government of the Punjab in regard
to the levy of octroi duties in that province.

From Govt. of India, Department of Agriculture,
Tevenue and Commerce, to Govt. of the Punjab.

Caleuttu, 5ih March 1873.

Witk reference to paragraphs 15 to 33 of your lebter
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No. 1048, dated 24th July 1872, regarding the levy of
octioi duties in the Punjab, I am directed to forward,
for the information of His Honor the Licutenant-
Governor, copy of a letter from the Bengal Chamber
of Commerce, dated 24th ultimo, and to request that
under the orders of His Honor the Licutenant-Governor
steps may bo taken by a revision of the rules in the
Municipalities named to remove the objections of the
Chamber which appear to the Government of India to
be not without foundation,

From Govt. of Indiato Chamber of Commerce.

Simla, 15th May 1873.

In continuation of this office letter No. 25 of the 5th
March last, T am direeted to forward herewith, for the
information of the Chamber, copy of a communication
(and its enclosures) from the Government of the Punjab,
No. 557, dated the ‘12th ultimo, regarding the levy of

Octroi duties by the Municipalities of Umritsur  and
Bhowani. .

Lrom Government, Punjab, to Government of India.

Lahore, 12th A il 1878.

With reference to your lotter No. 24, dated the 5th ultimo,
forwarding copy of a letter from the Bengal ‘Chamber o}
Commerce on the subject of the levy of Octroi dutics
in this Province, with special reference to those 10\'i(“l‘i
by tho Municipalitics of Umritsur and Bhowani,
divected to submit, for the information of the Gov .
of India, copics of letters addressed to the Comm

I am
ernment
issioners
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of Unritsur and Hissar in regard {o the remarks made
by the Chamber of Commerce.

2. T am to add that the subject of the levy of Octroi
duties in the Punjab is receiving the Licutenant-Governor’s
close attention, and that the Government of India may
rely upon His Honor using his best endeavours to prevent
the collection of such duties being oppressive or injurious
to trade.

Copy of letter No. 555, dated 12th April 1873, from J. H.
Thornton, Iisq., Secrtary to Government, Punjab, to
Major-General R. G. Taylor, c. B., c. 8. 1., Commissioner
and Superintendent, Umpritsur Division.

I am directed to forward the accompanying extract of a
letter addressed by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce to
the Government of India regarding the levy of transit
duties on goods passing through the city of Umritsur.
The Licutenant-Governor desives that you will take im-
mediate measures for securing the exemption from duty
of goods passing through Umritsur as the arrangements
in force, though satisfactory to the merchanis of the city,
are doubtless open to the objection which has been pointed
out by the Chamber of Commerce,

2. 1 am to request that you will report the measures
taken to give cffecet to Iis Honor’s wishes in this matier.

Copy of No. 556, dated 12th April 1878, from J. II.
Thornton, Iisq., Secrctary to  Government, Punjub, to
Licutenant-Colonel C. A. MMacMahon, Oficiating Com-
missioner and Superintendent, Iissar Division.

. L am dirceted to forward ihe accompanying extract of
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a letter addressed by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce
to the Government of India regarding the octroi levied
in the town of Bhowani, and to request that you will
take immediate measures for remedying, as far as possible,
the objectionable arrangements which are referred to by
the Chamber as at present in force. The result of the
action taken by you in this matier should be rcported to
this office for His Honor’s information.

From Government of India, Department of Agri-
culture, Revenue and Commerce, to Chamber of
Commerce.

Simla, 19th May 1873.

In continuation of this office No. 39 of the 15th in-
stant, T am dirceted to forward herewith, for the information
of the Chamber, copy of a further communication (and its
enclosure) from the Government of the Punjab, No. 710
of 12thidem, regarding the levy of transit duties on
goods passing through the city of Amritsar.

I'rom  Government, Punjab, to Secretary to Go-
vernment of India, Department of Agriculture,
Revenue and Commerce.

Lahore, 12(h May-1873,

In continvation of my letter No. 557, dated the 12¢h
ultimo, Tam desired to forward, for the information of the
Government of India, copy of letter No. 771, dated the
22nd idem, from the Commissioner of Amritsar, with en-
closure, deseribing the measures adopted by the Municipal

e T
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Committee of Amritsar to remedy the evil aftending the
levy of ftranmsit duties on goods passing through that
city.

Copy of aletter No. 171, dated 22nd April 1873, from
Major-General R. G. Taglor, C. B, C. S. L, Commis-
sioner and  Superintendent,. Amritsar  Division, to J. H.
Thornton, Bsq., D. C. L., Secretary to Government, Punjab.

Inreply to your No. 555, dated 12th instant, forward-
ing extract of a letter addressed by the Bengal Cham-
ber of Commerce to the Government of India, regarding
the levy of transit duticson goods passing through tho
city of Amritsar, Thave the honor to annex extract paras.
5and 6 of aletter No. 2, dated 4th February last, {from
the Secretary to the Municipal Committee, Amritsar, to my
address, in which the arrangements adopted by the Com-
mittee to give full effect to the orders of Government re-
garding drawbacks are deseribed.

2. The result of the new arrangements is a loss of
Rs. 47,000 to the Commitice, the octroi contract for the
present year having sold for Rs. 1,63,000 only, as com-
pared with 2,10,000 in 1872-73.

Latract paras. 5 and 6, from a letter No. 2, dated 4th

February 1878, from IFrancis Halscy, Iisq., Secrctary,
Municipal Commitice, Amritsar, to Major-General R. G-
Taylor, C. B., C.S. L, .Commissioner and Superintendent,
Ameitsar Division.

5. The Committee regret that hitherto they have been
wnable fo cope satisfactorily with the question of draw-

e
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backs on goods exported from {lie city, but they believe
that tho arrangements which they have now made will
effectually secure the end desired by Government. Bonded
warchouses have heen kept wp ever since the orders
of Government on the subject were fivst issued, but in no
single instance have the traders availed themselves of
them, Instead, they have entered into an agreement, with
the octroi contractor to pay aless rate than the authorized
one, and abandoned all claims to drawback on their goods
being exported.  This arrangement has acted well, hug
the Committee have never been able to conceal that it does
nob come up to the intention of Govermment, and that
articles “in transitu” are taxed although at a low rate.

They have consequently determined to adopt the follow-
ing plan :—

For all octroi purposes the city wall will be the houn-
dary of the Munici pality. A1l goods subject to duty on
going within that boundary will be taxed in full, and all
goods passing out of the city will reccive in the same
way the full drawback, but no drawback less than one
rupee will be recognised, The city in this way will become
its own'bonded warchouse,

6. The Committec Delieve in adopting the ahove plan
they are sacrificing considerable revenue, but they {hink
that no othey arrangement will meet. the question better,

7. The Committeo tr
schedule may be received at ap carly date,
possible for them to complete thejr ayry .
year until it is returned,

ust that sanction of the octrof

as it is im-
ngements for yoyy
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Governmont ostimato of the Cotton Crop of the
North-Wostorn Provinces for 1872-78.

The Committee received an elaborate statement
from the Board of Reveriue, North-western Pro-
vinces, of the probable outturn of the cotto.n
crop for the year 1872-73 in those provinces. This
statement was made up from reports of different
Commissioners, while the crop wasyet on the
ground, and were therefore only to he taken as
estimates, liable to alterations according to sub-
sequent weather or other contingencics. Even
allowing for this, however, the Committee, look-
ing only to the internal evidence afforded by
the statement itself, were unable to reconcile the
results with the expressed anticipation, and it was
evident therefore that the figures had not been
made up with sufficient care or perhaPS . kn.ow-
ledge, and that they were likely to be misleading.
This became._ still more evident when the figures
were tested by actual receipts by rail an(% ex-
ports through the Custom House. The deﬁctency
was so great that the Committee felt theinselves )
bound to bring to the notice of the Governmen.ts
both of the North-western Provinces and of India
in the Department of Agriculture the absolute
necessity of greater accuracy in official returns. It
will be seen from the correspondence that some o_f
the Committee’sstatementshad already been antici-

5
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pated by the Government, who had called the af-
tention of the Board to the errorsin question,
Referring to the remarks of the Government of the
North-western Provinces that the figares re-
present only the outturn of those particular pro-
vinees, excluding all other cotton producing  dis-
“ tricts, they have asked to be supplied in future with
returns for the entire cotton crop, wherever
‘grown, and this the Government have promised
to supply. 'We may therefore expect in future
nob only fuller but at the same time also moro
accurate statements and estimates of the crop
likely to be brought to market,

Trom Board of Revenue, N. W. Provinces. {o
Government of the N. W. Provinces.

Allahadad, \Tth January 1873,

Tam desired by the Board of Revenus to submit, for
ihe information of the Hon'ble the Licutenaanover’nor
a statement of the area and estimated outturn of tlu;
Cotton Crop in the districts of the North-west Provinces
for the year 1872-73, as compared with 1871-72,

2nd.—The following abstract shews that the estimated
;icld this year is 12,20,266 maunds, against an cst/i-
mated outturn of 8,18,846 maunds last year, and an
actual crop that year of 8,22,255 maunds, (l’mr} is tlhc
anticipated yield this year, 15 maunds 3,958,011, or 1bs.

8,18,40,880, in excess of the actuals of last ycar.

[
&y

Anpa AND OuaTURN IN MAUXDs or 40 STErs OR §0 Liva,

1871.72, 167273,

IThe Arca and Dstima-The Actual Arca and
DIvISIONS. ted Outturn during| Outturn as shewn in The Aren and

2, the report of 19th|Estimated Outturn.
April 1872, No. 389,

Acrcv, | Maunds. | Acres.' | Maunds. | Acres. [Maunds.

Moorab .| 2,26799 | 297,425 | 224958 | 2,582,986 | 2,76,207 | 3,49,215
Kumaon .. 2,518 1,502 2,548 1,605 3,598 | 2,98
Rohileund...| 1,83,118 86,910 | 1,838,137 8,795 | 1,61,702| 97,129
Agra .| 8,85013 | 5,06,755 | 3,95676 | 563,150 | 4,23,207 | 5,87,220
Thensie .| 52,072 | 35642 46964 | 16,719 | 73,552 | 43,005

Allaliabad..| 245,615 | 1,00931

69,961 | 277,630 | 1,26,086

Bonares .| 18,267 7,598 | 18,027 700 21,650 | 8323

Total ...| 10,64,622 | 618,646 | 10,7,358 | 5,22,255 | 12,32,876 12,20,266

3rd.—The arca under cultivation has increased by
1-7th as compared with the actuals of last year. The cause
of this increase is not given, but is no doubt partly
attributable to the rains having set in earlier than usual.

4th.—In the Meerut, and in parts of the Rohileund,
Allahabad and Jhansie Divisions, the crop is reported to
be good, and in the Agra Division it promises to be a
remarkably fine one. In the Benares and Kumaon
Divisions, where- very little Cotton is grown, the out-
turn will, in all probability, bein excess of what it was
last year.. On the whole the general aspect of the crop
is said to be promising, although, the season has not

. - T S ST
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been a favorable one. The rains have been incessant
and, to some exfent, detrimental to weeding operations,
and in the Allygurh District, and probably in the Boo-
lundshuhur District also, some damage has been done to
the crops by locusts,

5th.—Beside the ordinary “statement, two tables ac-
company this report. The first shewing price currents
in lbs, in each district, for each month and for the
average of the year : the diatricts being ranged in order
of cheapness. The second shewing the percentage of
area estimated as under cotton to the total cultivated
area of each district,

6th.—In the second statement the cultivated area is
taken from the last Settlement Reports where available :

otherwise from the area given in the produce and out-
turn tables of 1869-70,

7th.—Prices range from an average of 6 Ibs. and 7
o0zs, in Btawah to 3-6 in Jounpore, but the different
months in which prices in the several
respectively at their highest and
ously, * ¥ »

districts were
lowest differ curi-

8th.—TIt would not be expected that Furrack:
which is.comparatively closs to the
tricts, should come 8o low in the
under Cotton is shewn ag less than 4 Der cent, of the
cultivated arca. The entry for Benares, with g
form price all through the year,
and cannot have been checked
Etawah and Agra the price is

abad,
Cotton growing dis-
list, though the avea

n uni-
is obviously erroneous,
by the Collector. 1
least at the fime of the

f
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year when in other districts it is highest, and rises ‘stea-
dily as the new crop ripens and is gathered. Here too
must be error, Muttra and Gurhwal have sent no returns.

9th.—In the 2nd Statement there is not much to re-
mark. In the order- of importance the first 12 disiricts
fall as follows :— . .
. Percentage.
Muttra f TS e 17719

Agra .. 1688
Btawah e w1201
Allygurh e w952
Banda 9:37
Jaloun ) 883
Cawnpore ... e e 864
Ttah ‘;:’:g
Humeerpore ... PN 2

Bijnour 7:09
Meerut L. 684
Moradabad ... w672

10th.—Tn the 2nd, 3rd and 4th districts the easy pric?s
correspond with the large local growth, Similarly in
the Gorruckpore Division, where scarcely any cotton is
grown, we find proportionately high prices.

11th.—I am to add that the "points referred to in
1. Differonce’ in fibre paras: 4, 5 and 8 of Government
end in othor respeels b Order No. 738A., dated 2lst
ton and the Commen Moy ast, marginally noted, will
Northgﬁtc:}:t;ﬂcics be-  be disposed of separately, and that

3 ate in o ) :
fn‘?ﬁ?enihﬁ.é’fﬁz‘l“ - the Board’s report will be sub

mitted through the Commissioner.
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12¢h— A copy of this letter has been sent direet to the
Chamberof Commerce.

From Chamber of Commerce to Govt. of the North-
Western Provinces, Allahabad.

Calcutia, 106k February 1873.

The Committeo of the Chamber of Commerce divect
me to acknowledge the receipt of copy of letter No. 57 of
17th ultimo, from the Secretary to the Board of Revenue
to your addvess, regarding the probable outturn of the
cotbon crop for the year 1872-78.

The Committee are greatly obliged for the Board’s re-
port and the several statements which accompany it,
and request you will do them the favor of expressing
their thanks to His Honor the Licutenant-Governor for
these papers.

The Committee notice with satisfaction that the out-
tarn for 1872.73 is in the opinion of the Board likely to
laxgely exceed the estimates and actuals for 187 i-TZ,
viz., 1,220,266 maunds against 818,846 and 822,255 res-
pectively, and they trust the estimate will he confirmed
hereafter,

They direct me however to say
merchants the general opinion is that 1
reach’ $hé Board’s estimate ; that it will
deficient and not an excessive ong :

that among native
1e crop will not

Probably b a
some go the length
1-72, but none

of placing it on a par with that of 187
make an increase.
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In confirmation of their view they point to the small
receipts up to date in the large marts as compared with
the quantity received last year: and they assertthat
there is no storing in the districts of consumption. The
lateness of the season may in some measure account for
this, but the dealers assign another reason for the discre-
pancy between their own estimates and that at which
the Board have arrived. They say there are. during the
season three flushes of pods or flowerings or at laast
three pickings ; that the first flush or picking this year
was a very large one and the cotton of good quality, but
that the second was very deficient and poor, and the
third an entive failure,—the falling off in these two
being duc to unpropitious weather and the attacks of
insects, They suggest that the Government estimates
were made at about the time of the first picking or im-
mediately previous, and that no allowance has heen made
for the failure of the subsequent pickings.

These are material and important statements ; and the
Committee submit them for the special consideration of
the Licutenant-Governor because if they “are substan-
tially correct, the Board will probably deem it necessary
to review their conclusions and amend their estimate.

The Commitiee would also draw attention to some
appavent, discrepancies in tbe Board’s statement. For.
instance the oubturn per acre last year in the Bareilly
District was 20 seers 6 chiltacks, and though the prospects
this year are reported to be “not good” the estimated
yield for 1872-73 is 25+ scers 15 chittacks or an inerease
of 25 per cent. Again in Banda—onc of the largest
producing districts—the crop is reported as ** decidedly
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below the average having been injured by excossive
and continued rain ;" yet the outturn is 19 scers 5 chit-
tacks against 6 seers 15 chittacks, In 1S71-72 the yield
in that district was estimated ab 16 seers 14 chittacks,
and there must have been serious damage to have caused
s0 poor and marked a result. Zhis year, though a bad
one, is estimated to yield a larger crop than last year
before this damage took place.

Tamalso to draw attention to other figures in the
statement which the Committee are unablo to reconcile
with the ewports of cotton JSrom Caleutta,

The total crop of 1871-72 according to-Board’s figures,
was <+ 822,255 maunds,
or 65,780,400 ibs.

or 219,268 bales,

er cent. less than the
++378,996 bales ;

which represents upwards of 50 p
exports from Caloutta

a portion of the execess of exports may have consisted
of Aold cotton, but the Committee scarcely think the
entire excess can be so accounted for,

Another point which strikes the Committce as involv-
g an error of great magnitude is this ;
allow‘for home consumption at a rate vl
mittet do not consider excessive,
of 2 population of 99,605,773, °
erop of 1871.72 822,255 maunds oy

in,

—the Board
ich the Com-
viz, 21, per head
If therefore from the
w15 65,780,400
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the consumption of 2fh. per head is de-

ducted o e 59,211,546
oo Ibs. 6,568,854
or bales 21,896,
which compared with the declared exports from Calcutta
of 878,996 hales exhibits a result which must obviously
be not only inaceurate, bub totally worthless for statis-
tics.

4here remained for export only

So with the cstimated oubtturn of cotbon and the
quantity requisite for consumption for the year 1872-73,
as per table No. 4 ; if from the former 97,621,280 1bs.
be deducted for consumption we 59,211,546 bs.

there remains for export only e 88,409,734 hs.

or . 128,032 bales
or about 3rd the quanlity actually brought to Calcutta
by rail for the year ended 31st October last, exclusive of
what may have arvived through other channels.

The Committee beg me further to state that in addi-
tion to the exports from Calcutla a large quantity of
cotton finds its way from the North-west to Bombay,
Scinde and Nepal, and there also is considerable con-
sumption in Bengal. If sufficient allowance be made
for all this, the diserepaney between the Board’s figures
and the aclual amount of colton consumed in and
exported from this side of India will be greaily increased,
and the Committee incline therefore to the belief that
the returns now given do not include all the cotton

G
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producing districts from which Caleutta is supplied.

They request you will afford them further information
if in your power. |

Trom Govl. of the N. W, Provinces to Clambor
of Commerce.
Allakabad, 4th Morch 1873,

T am direcled to acknowledge receipt of your lelter

daled the 10th February 1873, in swhich you communi-

cate the views of the Chamber of Commerce on the
report of the Board of Revenue, N. 1. Provinces, on the
cstimated outturn of the cotton crop in these pro-
vinces for the year 1872-73, and in reply to communi-
cate the thanks of the Li(EII(En:InL»GI;\’cl‘IlOI' to the
Chamber for the pains with which tlie report has heen
reviewed, and for the independent information brought
to bear on the facts of the case, A copy of your lcﬁ;er

\\:ill be forwarded to the Board of Revenuo for con-
sideration:

2. Tam lo send for the perusal of the Chamber of
Commerce a copy of the Gover
the Board’s report which: was in
was - received.

nment lelter reviewing
i type when your letter
It will be observed that some of the

questions ‘raised in your letter a ken up in this
cave taken
P m

3. v]b' 1s unportant to remember that (e Board’s
reporb is based on a preliminary estimale mﬂ‘ :
early a Oclober or_November 1872, and it st; (t(e .
- pectations simply as they then cxislml’, o e

h ab a ti v
the erop was still liable to e affectod } e when

Oy unseasonable
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rain, storm, or frost. The real outburn can only be
stated with approximate accuracy when the erop is nearly
gathered. The Board will be asked to -expedite their
second report on the actual outturn.

4. The fact stated by the Chamber that the fivst

“picking was good, and promised much more and better

staple than the subsequent resulls justified is quite
consistent with the above remarks. I am however to
add ‘that, certainly in some parts of these provinces, His
Honor is assured that the crop in its eventual outiuwrn
Lias been decidedly above the average.

5. In reference to the remarks of the Chamber on
the quantities brought to and exported from Calcutta,
Iam to observe that it is quite possible that these
statistics may vary from those of production in the
N. W. Provinees. The area under coblon in this province
constitutes but a portion of the cotton bearing land. of
Northern India, the surplus of which goes to Cal-
cuita: and the erop may be good in other parts; e. g.
in Rajpootana, when it is bad ju the N, W. Provinces,

6. - The attention of the Board will be called to the
other points in your letter, and especially to the degree
in which Bombay may have entered into the market in
attracting the cotlon of Bundlecund and Central India *
in that direction.

Trom Government, North-Western Provinces, to
Board of Revenue, N. W. Provinces.

Allahabad, 26tk February 1873,

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your
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letter No. 57, dated the 17th January 1873, and enclo-
sures, being the Board’s report on the estimated outturn
of the cotton erop in the North-Western Provinces for
the year 1872-73,

2. Tt is not stated to what month the report refers,
thougl it is supposed that the estimate is founded on
district reports written in October or November, This
information should always be given, as without it_the
beaving of the returns must be uncertain,

8. The main features of the report are the anticipa-
tion of an increase at once in aren and in produce
per acre, .

+ The estimated area under eultivation is 1,2
acres against an  actual cultivation in 1871.72 of
1,077,358 acres, sho an inerease of 132 per cont.
T'his estimate is probably, upon the whole, well founded,
as the early rains caused alarger aren than usual to he
S0Wn with cotton,

H

5. The grounds for the anticipation of increased pro-
duce per. acre are not equally elear.  The estimated out-
turn Js 791bs. per acre against G1ibs, in the previous
yeu butin several districts which contribute to this
estimate, the report would have led Government to ex-
rjcctndiﬁ'oreut conclusion.  In fact, in many cases the
figures and the remarks lool different ways and while
‘the Collector states that the crop is injured and the pro-
duce bad or bLelow average, the slnliétics supplied are
such as to show that the outburn will e greater than in
the previous year, The likelihood of “l?: is apparently
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based on the assmnption that the previous year's oub-
turn was even worse and farther below the average ;
but, il so, this should have been distinctly stated. The
vaviations between some similar and similarly situated
districts are so great as to attract allention. Boolund-
shuhur shows the high outtwrn of 1 maund 27 scers
2 chittacks per acre, while in the adjoining district of
Allygurh the outturn is only estimated at 39 scers 9
chittacks. In the Agra Division, the outtwrn in Etah
is cstimated at 2 maunds 7 seers 8- chittacks, and in
Furruckabad at 1 maund "28 scers 4 chittacks ; but in
Mynpoory the estimate falls to 32 seers 4 chitbacks.
Similar differences are to be found in other divisions.
These differénees may possibly be aceounted for, in part,
by different modes of cultivation as the sowing of cotton
together with other crops; and in some districts, as
Boolundshubur, the crop may have been partially irrigated.

6. The crop occupies 5°13 of the cultivated area in
the province, The Muttra District is highest, with 17°19
of its cultivated area under this crop, and the Azimgurh
District the lowest, with °03.

7. A comparison with the monthly statements of
prices-current published in the Guzctte with those en-
tered in the Board’s report shows some startling varia-
tions. The difference is most marked in the Itawal
District. In no one of the twelve months do the two
sels of prices correspond, and the district which in the
Board’s statement stands cheapest, with an average of
G Ibs. 7 ounces for the rupee, according to the monthly
statements falls to the thirtcenth place, with an average -
ef 41bs. 9 ounces. Itah takes the first place, with an
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‘average of 5 1bs. 7 ounces ; Furruckabad rises from the
thirticth to the twelfth place on the list, with the same
average as Mynpoory, and adjoining districts shows gene-
rally a close correspondence in the prevailing prices.
These figures are more in accord with the general results
of the ycar, and Tam to request that the Board will
call for and submit explanations by the several Collec-
tors, of the figures on which the Board’s statements is
founded. The more convenient mode of stating pricos
is probably the price per Government maund of 40 Go-
vernment seers.

8. The further report promised by the Board on
Munowa cotton, and on the discrepant prices’ of distuicts,
will be awaited, and the Licutenant-Governor hopes that

the Board will not overlook the remarks contained in

paragraph 7 of my No. 7384, dated 21st May 1872,
regarding the employment of a sound estimate of aver-
age consumption, coupled with knowledge as to the im-
porting or exporting characler of a district, to test tho
estimate of produce ; and His Honor also looks for the
carly submission of the report on the actual ontturn,

From: Chamber of Commerce to Government of
the Novth Western Provinces, Allahabad.

Calculta, 20th March 1873.
The Commitlee of the Chamber of Commoree desire
e to acknowledge the veceipt of your lebter No, 66 of

the 4th instant.

They are greatly obliged to the Licutenant-Governor

S —

7

for the feply which His Honor has been pleased to give
to their” representation regarding the estimated outturn
of the cotbon crop in the North-Western Provinces for
the year 1872-73, as well as for copy of the commu-
nication addressed to the Board of Revenue on the
same subject,

When the Boatd’s report on actual results has been
submitied, the Committee will be glad to be favored
with a copy of it; in the present stage of discussion
they have estimates only, which are always open to ad-
Jjustment, and as these were made carly in the scason
they would be probably move or less distwrbed by ecir-
cumstances aflecting the crop subsequent to the Board’s
preliminary inquiry and the conclusions then arived
ab.

T'rom the accompanying copy of lnu‘er to the Govern-
ment of India, in the Department of Agriculture,Revenue
and Commerce, it will be noticed that with the view of
ascertaining the sources which supply the cotton re-
ceived into Caleutta and of accounting for the diserepan-
¢y bebween the quantity brought down by rail and the
estimaled outturn from the North-Western Provinces,
the Committee of the Chamber have requested to be
furnished with returns of produce sent to this market
from all exporting districts, as parlial stalistics are ob-
viously insufficient to enable the Chamber to form a
fairly correct judgment on the important subject of
cotien production in India.
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From Government of the North-Western Provinees
" o Chamber of Commerce.

Allahabad, 31st Mareh 1873.

In reply to your letter dated the 20th March 1873, I
am directed to say that the xeport of the Board of Reve-
nue on the actual outburn of cotton in the North-Western
Provinces is not due in this office until the Ist of April as
the latest date. But it will now be considered whether
that date is not too late and whether it cannot be sub-
mitted by the Ist March.

From Chamber of Commerce to Government of
Indie, Department of Agriculture,
Revenue and Commenrce,

Caleutta, 20th March 1873.

His Honor the Licutenant-Govornor of the North-
Western Provinces has recently communicated with the

Chawber of Commerce regarding the estimated outturn of
the cotton crop for 1872-73.

In reviewing the estimates submitted by the Board of
Revenue, N, W. Provinces, the Chamber was much struck
T)y (,hui conclusions arrived ab as they were apparently
inconsistent with the Board’s statistics which went to -
shew that after reserving a fairly estimated amount for
local consumption in the Upper Provinees there would bo

little or nothing left for ex )0 he Cay ket—
xport to the Ca 0 3
15 22, b c' Caleatta market:

Now the receipts into Calcutta by rail alone for the
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season ending 31st October 1872 were 3,96,700 bales,

and in the preceding ycar 3,68,000 bales ; and the ques-
tion arises—where does this large quantity come from
if the cotton producing districts of the North-west yield
‘only 2 nominal surplus after providing for local consump-
tion ?

In reply to the Chamber’s remarks on this point it is sug-
gested-that the supplies from Rajpootana and elsewhere,
which are of course not embraced in the Board’s report, may
De sufficiently large to account for the discrepancy. This
may possibly be so; and it will be satisfactory to learn
to what extent the Rajpootana States and other eotton
bearing lands of Northern India supplement the exports
to Caleutta from the districts under the Government of
the North-Western Provinces.

As the Chamber possesses no information on this head,
I am desived to request you will oblige them by placing
at the Committec’s disposal any returns which may
satisfactorily trace the cotton supplied to Caleutta,
independent of the crop of the North-Western Provinces.

Or perhaps the Government has at command the figures
showing the actual outturn of all cotton producing dis-
tricts of India; and from these, with the papers already
in their possession, the Chamber will be able to eliminate
the proportions sent to each port of shipment, and thus
arrive with some degree of accuracy ab the production
and consumption of the staple in this country.
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From Government of India, Department of Agri-
culture, Rencnue and Commerce, to Chamber of
Commeree. :

‘Oaleuttu, 281 March 1873,

In reply to your letter dated the 20¢h instant, asking
“for certain information regarding the estimated oubburn
of the cotton crop for 1872-78, I am directed to state,
‘that the subject is at present under enquiry by the
Government of India, the result of which will be
communicated to the Chamber of Commerce in due course,

Toriff Valuations.

The valuations of imports for levy of dutyin the
existing taiff were fixed by a Commitiee of which
ithe then President of the Chamber, Mr. Bullen,
was a member, This taxifl came into operation as
far back as Maxch 1869, and, notwithstanding the
changes in our trade, no alterations have since beon
anade. The Committee have, during the last half-

-year, had prominently brought to their notice -

two instances of the defective character of these
valuations and their unsuitableness to present
requirements. The correspondence regarding one
of these cases is anmexed; it shows the hard-
ship to importers of the one article of Deads,
and the same hardship is felt in nearly every parl

of our import trade. Taking the item of grey
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shirtings alone, it has long been felt that the
tarifl valuations are considerably above the recal

values. The Customs’ tarifi is supposed to re-

present the actual or net retwrn-to the importer,
that is “market valtue, less 73 per cent., viz. 5
per cent. for duty, 2 per cent. for dustoorie and’
% per cent. landing and‘ other charges,” ~The
largest import of grey" shirtings isin.8} Ib. sorts,
which by the tarifi’are assessed at Rs. 5-10-9
for duty, requiring a sale at Rs. 6-1-6,~—a price
for ordinary makes unknown for a considerable-
period—and not likely, under ordinary circum-
stances, to be realised, It can casily be shown,
by the same process, the great difference that
exists between the real market values and the:
assumed' values of the tarifi in nearly all im-
ports and exports; in other words the duty
taken is in:excess of the supposed 5 per cent. al-
lowed in the Act, and almost ever since the tariff:
was last rvevised the trade of the Port has heen
burdened with- this additional impost. The
changes in the trade nccessitate corresponding
changes in the tariff, and the subject in the opi-
nion of the Committee should be brought to
the notice of the Government with view to the
adoption of such measures as will bring the
two values more nearly together, and also mo-
dify or remove other anomalics in the tariff now in
force. The Committee have been unwilling fo-
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enter on so large an enquiry on the eve of their ro-
signation of office, but they commend the subject
to the carly notice of their successors. The con-
currence and co-operation of the various Cham-
bers of Commerce ihroughout India will be
necessary to obtain a clear and comprehensive
view of the requisite alterations, and the Com-
mittee of this Chamber have, therefore, in anti:
cipation of action being taken, opened a corres-
pondence with the other Chambers. They have
received replies from the two important ones of
Bombay and Madras, the former p}omising their
" aid and the latter farnishing valuable suggestions
as to the changes suited to their own trade. Your
Committee have therefore Prepared the way for
immediate action being taken by their successors.

Trom Board, of Revenue to Chamber of Commerce.

Caleutta, 5th October 1872,

A question bein,

g now under the consideration of the
Board as to the du

ty to be levied on certain glass beads
' ?mported into this port, I am directed by the member
in charge to request that you will be good enough fo
favor Mr, Money with the opinion of the Chamber as to
packing fixes the distinction be-
beads in the trade,

whether size or mode of
tween seed and common,
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Chamber of Commerce lo Board of Revenue.
Cdlouila, 16th November 1872.

Your letter No. 647 of 5th October reached me on the
very eve of the Doorga Poojab vacation, and could not
consequently be attended to until after the holidays.

Your inquiry was then duly submitted to the Commit-
tee of the Chamber by whom I was directed to reply to _
it after communicating Wwith some importers of the arti-
clesin question. I now beg to hand your copies of the
answers to my reference as the best mode of satisfying
Mr. Money on the point,

I am at the same time to add that it is the Commit-
tee’s purpose to address the Board of Revenue shortly
on the tariff valuations of seed and common beads which
importers consider very high and materially in excess of
the prices realised by the trade. . .

“In reply to the enquiry stated in your favor of the
28th instant, we beg to inform you that under ordinary
cireumstances the distinclion between seed and common
beads lies in the mode of packing and assorting of the
beads.”

“In reply to your favor of 28th ullimo, the distinction
between common and sced-beads lies both -in the size

and in the packing.

Secd-beads are made wp in packels of 25 bundles, each
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bundle containing: 50—60 strings (usually 6O strings)—
5 of which are generally tied together in: the middle,
Common beads are made up in packets of. 2 o § bundles;
accovding {0 size —the smaller the size the more Bundles;
and arc nob sold here; like sced-heads per packet, but
per . :

“Tn reply to your leter of the 28th: instant, we beg to:
say that it is the mode of packing which. fixes- the dis-
tinction between seed and common Geads in-the trade.
Generally seed-beads are of small size, bub when: beads of
the same size are packed as common beads they arc class-
ed as such in the trade. In like manner when: laxger
size beads are packed as secd-beads. they hecome: seed-
beads.”

“Inreply to your letter of yesterday’s date we beg to
state, that practically the mode of packing
tinclion between seed and common beads ;
sold in this market, by the bundle, th
pound ; the price of seed-heads varies mu,
color and size of the heads,”

fixes the dis-
the former are
¢ latler by the
ch according to-

Lrom Chamber of -Commerce to Bowrd of Revenue:
Cdleutta, 277, November 1872,

With reference 4o the coucluding
Jebber of the 16th instant, 11, g
mit for the Board:
Custom House valu

paragraphi of my
1AYe now the honor 4o sub-
S considemtion, the question of the
abion of heads for duty,

The Committee of the Chamber Laye before them pars
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ticulars of importations which amply justify the charge

‘of excessive tavift valuation, and consequent levy of a

duty which in reality ranges far higher than the rate of
7} pev cent., and the following are submitted in illustra-
tion of the material difference between-tariff’ and actual
xrealised values,

64 packages beads ex “ Chinsurah.”
Custom House value o Rs 12,141 80
Sold for ... Rs. 8,550 00
Less duty 7% per
cent and discount
2 per cent ey

812 4 0 7,787 12 0

Excess tarifl’ value ... Rs. 4,408 12 0

20 packages per “ Roman Empire.”
Custom House value w5 2195100
Sold for w1700 00
Less 9% per cent
«duty and discount ,,

161 8 0 1,588 80

Bxcess tariff value ... Rs, 657 20

19 packages per “ River Nith.”
Custom House value -
Sold for .. Bs. 217500
Less 9% per cent

duty and discount ,,

. Rs. 3419 80

206 10 0 ,, 1,968 60

Excess tarifl value ... Rs. 1451 2 0
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In these 3 instances the total Custom
House values were «Rs. 17,756 10 0
and the sales realized s 1244010 0
leaving the importers to pay duty on ... Rs. 6,612 00
more than they actually sold their goods for.

Another imporling firm makes the following  state-
menb :— .

“Taking the case of seed-heads we find that in o ship-
ment of this quality weighing net 7,159 Ibs., which was
assessed ab 10 anmas per b, amounting in value
to Rs. 4,474-6, and on which duty at Rs. 7-8 per cent
— Rs. 835-9-3 — was levied, the actual market value of
thebeads when realised less the usual discount of two per
cent reached Rs. 3,381 which amount estimated in Ibs,

yields 7 annas 6§ pie per 1b., and the incidence of .

the duty amounted to Rs, 9-14-9, instead of Rs. 7-8.
In another instance seed beads weighing 8,236 1bs.
similarly assessed amounting to Rs, 2,022-8 on which
duty was paid Rs. 151-11, the actual markeb value there--
of reached Rs. 1,470 yielding per 1b. 7 annas 8 pie, in-
stead of 10 annas (the tariff valuation) and the incidence
of the duty amounted to Rs. 10-3-3, instead of 7%
per cent. In another instance see
3,184 1lbs. assessed ab Rs. 1,990, duty on which was
levied at Rs, 149-4, yielded when vealised Rs. 1,385-4,
which estimated in 1b, shews a value of 6 annas, 8} pic
per Ib., and an incidence of duty of Rs, 10-1-9,

d beads weighing:

¢ Turning to searle beads wo find 12

542 Ibs,; assessed
m‘. 10 amnas per Ib, Rg, 7,838-12, ; b

duty thercon
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Rs. 587-14-6, being ab 74 per cent., yielded Rs. 6,927-10,
which shews a value of 8 annas 93 pie per Ib, and an
incidence of duty of Rs. 8-7-9; again 16,466 Ibs.
assessed on a similar . basis at Rs. 10,287-8, duty
thereon at 74 per cent. being Rs. 771-9, yielded
Rs. 9,039-7-4, or 8 annas 9vs pie per Ib,, and the duty

* was actually Rs. 8-8, 63 per cent.; also 9,771 Ibs,, assessed

at Rs. 6,106-14, duty being  at Rs. 458-2° yielded
Es. 5,223-7-11, equivalent to 8 annas 62 pie per 1b. and
bearing an actual duty of Rs. 8-12-5,

“ Proceeding on to red beads 5,165 Ibs, assessed ab
10 annas per Ib., Rs. 3,509-6 duty, thereon being Rs. 263,
yielded Rs. 2,734-13 or 7 annas 9} pie per 1b., and the
duty thereon fell ab Rs. 9-10 instead of 7} per cent.
5,610 Ibs. assessed at Rs. 8,506-4, duty being Rs. 262-15-6,
realised Rs. 3,105-6, cquivalent to 8 annas, 10} pie per
Ib., and exhibiting an incidence of duty abt Rs. 8-7-9,
11,155 Ibs,, assessed at Rs. 6,971-14, duty ab Rs. 522-14-3,
realised Rs. 5,099-1, equivalent to 7 annas 3% pie per 1b.,
and shewing duty at Rs. 10-8-6} instead of ab 73 per
cent.

“We think we have stated sufficient to shew how
onerous the tariff valuation and duty fall upon the
trade, and regarding Ruby Pound hbeads one or two in-
stances will be ample to show that this quality is over
assessed heyond the actual market value, while the tarifi
upon comson or Pound beads as they are termed in the
trade is fair as a whole. Ruby Pound beads are assessed
ab 12 annas per b, and for full 2 years we have not
known them to veach this figure, the usual quotations

8
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ranging from 10 annas to 11 annas at best 3 we have not
had imported this article lately. -

“Summing up these results sood-beads range from
G annas 8} pie per Ib. to 7 annas 6§ pie, Red beads from
7 annas 3 pie to 8 annas 10} pie, Scarlet from 8 annas
63 pic to 8 annas 93 pie, you will observe that these values
represent only the market value of the beads not the
actual result of each shipment, as the agency and
other charges, duty included, have been completely ex-
cluded from calenlation, in order to represent for the
satisfaction of the Board of Revenue the real value of

the beads as compared with the fickitious tariff value in
force.”

Again Messrs. Ullmann, Hirschhorn and Co., who ad-

dress you separately and whose letter is herewith for-
warded—rite thus :—

« Rcfcrring to the same question we beg to say that
of a shipment of 242 cases beads just imported by our-
selves per S. 8. “Bengal” the Head Appraiser of the
Custom House classified 12 cases common beads (which
are worth here from 3 to 6 annas per 1b.) as seed-beads,
and that we consequently had to deposit duty on the
valuation of the latter, viz., 10 annas per 1b., equal to
a duty on the real value of about 15 per cent. In en-
closed letter to the Board of Revenue,
for refund of this excess duty
kindly to transmit this letter
tion,

we have applied
and would thank you
and to support our applica-

At the same time we would draw your

c abtention to
the excessive customs tariff valuation of see

d-beads and
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the sort red beads usually called « Cornelian Aleppo.”
We have since several years attentively followed the
Calecubta head mavket and find the assorbments of seed-
Leads usually imported-are sold here at an average gross
price from about 6 to 8 annas per 1b., and more frequent-
ly under than above 7 aunas per lb., sume' sorb may
indeed by chance command even a higher price than 8
annas for some lime, bub there are others also, which are
not worth more than 4 annas per Ib.

“ The < Cornelian Aleppo” beads are classified in the
Customs tarifl as red Jbeads and the valuation of the
same is set ab 10 annas per b, while real gross value of
the assortments usually imported here is 7 to 8 annas
per b, These beads arc made up in packets of 1 bundle
containing 40 strings.”

Reviewing all the foregoing delails the Committee aro
of opinion that the beads traffic is undoubtedly weighted
with an amount of duty considerably in excess of that
which the actual trade value should bear. The tariff
valuation ex
neb results, and the incidence of duty is proportionately
excessive. The trade consequently contributes to the
public revenue far more than its fair share and the
object of this reference is to obtain for it a just measure
of relief by placing it upon' a more equitable basis than
it oceupics ab present.

its & very large percentage of excoss over

From Board of Revenue to Chamber of Qommerce.
Caloutta, 18th February 1873.

The Collector of Customs ab Caleutta has represented
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to the Member in charge thal thero are good grounds fop
arevision of the present taviff vates for glass beads under
schedule A of Act XIII of 1871.

2. The Collector recommends that, should it not he

practicable to agree upon one wniform rate for all glass
beads, the terms now recognized of “seed” and ¢ com-

mon” he abandoned, and all glass beads of common colors *

divided into the three following classes, viz :

Not exceeding size “ 0” on accompanying Card A ‘Olnss L
5 o 107 B, IL

i »

Tixceeding 5 €107 » 3055 o L

The valuations proposed for these classes are annas 8,
aunas 4 and annas 2, respectively, per Ih. ; class 1IT to
include all descriptions of glass beads which are now
assessed for customs duty on the market value.

3. The Collector furbher recommends that the tariff
rate for Ruby beads be reduced from 12
1b., and that for scarlet and ro
per 1b.

to 10 annas per
d beads from 10 to 8 annas

A4, Before acting’ upon the Collector’s recommenda-
tions and addressing Government, My, Money desires
me to request, with advertence to your letter dated 27th
Nf.vO\nlM‘ last, regarding the Custom IHouse valuation
ofbeads for duty, that he may e favored with t‘hc opi-

nion of the Chamher of Commer
made by Mr, Crawford, e on e proposals
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From Chamber of Commerce to Board of Revenue.
Caleulta, 28th February 1873,

I am instracted by the Committee of the Chamber of
Commeree to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No.
135 of the 18th instant, from which they are glad to learn
that the representation made hy them to the Board in
November last regarding the excessive tariff values of
beads for duty has had the attention of the Member in
charge of Customs, and that the Collector has also sub-
milted that there are good grounds for a revision of the
rate now in force.

The recommendations of the Collector have been duly
considerced by the Commibtec, associated with some of the
principal importers of the articles in question, the result
of the discussion being that in the manner proposed by
the Collector the bead trade would not- receive thatb
measure of relief to which importers consider it is
justly entitled, and that the suggested classification
according to certain sizes—ruby, scarlet and red heads
Deing otherwise dealt with—would not improve the
means of arriving abt an equitable adjustmeunt of valu-
ation.

3

The Commitiee are of opinion that importers are right
in 1maintaining that the custom of trade and the special
nature of this branch of it should be continued to he
recognised, and that the well-known distinctive denomi-
nation of seed and common heads should be preserved.

The introduction of the classification proposed by the
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Collector would involve the necessity of opening every
package in order to ascertain the sizes, which vary more
or less in almost cvery assorbment, and that operation
alone would be sufficient to Jjustify the rejection of the
proposal,

The custom of the trade in beads both in (his country
and the country of export is to pack seed-beads in parcels
each containing 25 bunches sub-divided into smaller ones
of 10 to 12 string$, and are sold by the packet whilst
common beads are packed in bundlos containine 4 lavao
banches without sub-divisions, and are sold by (,Ee poun(tl.:
Emd the Comumittee concur in the opinion expressed by
importers that the quality of beads, whether seed or
common, should be determined Ly the packing.

) Tl\c'impor(;ers urge, and with suflicient, reason, that the
valuations are excessive, and hon
the past year, submitted for the
shew

A-fide transactions during
Committee’s satisfaction,
W actual results—upwards of 40 per cent. less than the
tariff valuations and involving a proportionate excess of
‘.luty. It is from this obviously unfair assessment that
mmporters desire to be relieved H
measure Just and equitable ol
interests and those of Government would he to value all
sced beads at 7 annas per b, common beads ab 4 annas 1;01'
1!7,, ruby ab 9 annas ver Ib., and red cornelian of the
size of or less than the one marked “3794” in the ac-

eompanying card at 9 anuag, ang exce I3 §1ze al
and e i t b
P eding that s

and what they consider a
Lh as vegards their own
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Proposod Classification of Cotton Goods.

The annexed correspondence with the Manches-
ter Chamber of Commerce arose out of a differ-
ence of opinion between the Customs authorities
here and certain importers regarding the classifica-
tion, under the tariff; of some Shirting T. Cloths
—an almost entirely new deseription of manufac-
ture. Without entering into the merits of this
particular case, or the question of whether the
cloth should, according to the ruling of the Cus-
tom House, be taken as Shirtings and assessed at
11 annas per 1b., or, as contended for by the
importers, that they were really T. Cloths and
rateable for duty at only 9 annas perlb., it ap-
peared to the Committee only another proof of
“he inadequacy of the existing tariff to the pre-
sent requirements of trade. They therefore ap-
plied to the Manchester Chamber, as the most
competent body, for some authoritative defi-
nition of the trade or technical difference of each
class of goods. Such a document, supported by
the authority of the Manchester Chamber, the
Committee hoped, would not only have rendered
fature differences of opinion between inporters
and the Customs impossible, but would also have
furnished this Chamber with valuable informa-
tion for the proposed revision of the tarifl
Though the Manchester Chamber, as will be
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seen from their reply, are not able to furnish, the
detailed information sought, they have promised
us their hearty co-operation when we are pre-
p‘m'ed'to take up the question of the tariff yovi-
sion.  Buch aid will be invaluable to us, and the
new Committee will no doubt not be slow in avail-
ing themselves of the proffered assistance.

From Bengal Chamber of Commerce to Manchester

Chamber of - Commerce.

Caleutta, 24th September 1872.

T am dire'c(.crl to inform you that within the last few
weeks questions have arisen between the Collector of Cus-
toms and some importers of Cotton Picce Goods

 and s as to the
classification of certain descriptions of cloth

' and their
assessment for duty : and in one instance a reference was

fnadi to the C«.Immiuce of this Chamber which resulted
m1 the cexpression of an .opinion adverse to the view
which the importers took of their 0Wn case.

tolt;l::céztx‘i::’:itq further representation has been made
Sariff valoen of ‘w as'to the necessity for amending the
of thon 1,:: some classes of arey goods in consequence
the Custmgnti[enmwd o ‘t&l»ua(:iong for duty lower than
assomod o thoeus;e .aubhoullea consider they should o
e of o "ﬂl;lc my ””;" beld by the Customs authorities to
bigher rate for G&;o bt‘h: :’,l OfACIOLhS classod under the
clusion, and o conﬂict’ of :;pin]iem:];;pfliie::;:;;):iSt this con-

It is not improbable that axevision of the Customs
0 s
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Tariff will he proposed by this Chamber with the view
to an adjustment of valuations which will satisly both
the Government and the importer, and in anticipation
of that contingency and in order to possess an autho-
ritative corroboration of our own experience as to the
technical distinetions of the various classes of manufac-
tured goods and what constitutes the difference between
goods of varying denominations bub of almost equal
values, the Committee of this Chamber will be obliged
il you would afford them detailed information as {o the
trade or technical difference of each quality of unbleached
goods and what constituies each class, say, Grey Shirtings,
Grey Jacconets, Grey Domestics, Grey Printers, Grey
Long Cloth, Grey T, Cloth, Grey Madapollams, Grey
Sheeting, and Grey Mulls, as well as the counts of Yarn
gonerally used for each description.

All these qualities are assessed for duty at a fixed
value for weight—Mulls ab ... 1 rupee 1 annaperib.
" Jacconets under 10 x 104 each w11,

Do. above do.  othersorts... 13,

Shirtings, Madapollams and Printers ... 11,

Long Cloth, T. Cloth, Domestics, Shect-

ings, Drills and Jeans ... w9,

Lrom Manchester Chamber of Commerce to Bengal
Chamber of Commerce.

Manchester, 124 November 1872.

T have to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 24th
September informing this Chamber {hat diflerences
had arvisen hebween the Collector of Customs ab your

9
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port, and some importers regarding the classif
certain deseriptions of cloth, and their assessment. for
duly, a question on which the Directors would have had
pleaswre in exprossing their opinion, and obtaining that
ical manufacturers, had they been furnished with
particulars or samples of the goods, but they desire me
to state that they do not find it practicable to give, as
requesied  detailed information a5 (o the LI"‘.’I,(IE or
technical difference of cach quality of unbleached goods,
and what constitutes cach class, as well as the :olmt;
of Yarn generally used for cach description.”

As an instance of the difficulty which the Directors ex-
perience in supplying the information asked for, they
would name Shirtings, and mention that in one width
alone, 89-inch, and for one weight, 71bs. the counts of
welt vary from 84s to 46s or cven

50s according to
the greater or smaller

or o quantity of size introduced, the
warp heing in most cases the same, say 80s or 82,
when in conjunction with such absence of uniformity it is
rememberey B f 0
e \:\,u(: that Shvtnws wn from § Ibs. 6 oz to
] bs. and ‘fm_m 36-inches to 6o wide, it will he scen
tx[o\\ tmpracticable it is to name counts of yarng, for all
w' goods which you enumey icularly as tho
variali i i I' i ] -
aviation is still greater in T Cloths, the warps used

rate, pa

Tor Domesties
s to 30s and weft from 14s ¢,

Lven i e g
’)c‘-enl\(‘;f ?]L counts of yayn ordinaily used in the
impo;si”mém mlmld be aceurately stated it would be

Vie o tell by examining g o
s e 4 S fpiece of cloth what
ounts had actually heen used, with syl Precision as

the warps used are from |
0 40s,

T . )

cation of
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would enable its being classificd under your tarifl, nor
would any deseription, which the Direetors could supply,
be of greater utility ; and they feel that no rule which
they conld suggest would be so corrcet a guide to the
classification of goods as the practical knowledae of
their nature, and of the purposes for which they arve
consumed, possessed by the Merchants of Caleuita.

The Direetors would express o hope that in the revi-
gion of taviff which you inform them will probably take
place shortly, the Merchants of Calentta may succeed
in getting a substantial reduction on values now in
foree, if not even a concession in tho actual rates of
dut; indeed, they feel that the time is approaching
when the Merchanls of India and the Manufacturers
of England should unite in pressing on Governmenb
the desirableness of altogether abolishing duties orn
cotton goods, the revemue derived from which is
small in relation to the heavy enses of collecting,
and the protective nature of which is leading to the
extension of Mills in Bombay Pi
sequent diversion under that protection of capital and
labour from their natural and legitimate ficld.

ex;

idency, and a con-

Whenever the Chambers of Coramerce in Tndia are
prepared to take up this question carnestly, they will
have the hearty co-operation of our Dircetors.

Proposod Concontzation of Mervine Oflees.

Notwithstanding the refusal of the Govern-
ment of India, as shown in the annexed corres-
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pondence, to contribute from the imperial ex-
chequer towards this scheme, the Committee have
much pleasure in stating that the object will
still be attained, as the Licutenant-Governor has
it, they believe, in contemplation to concentrate,
not only the marine, but all the other offices of
the Bengal Government in the same or adjoining
buildings. The proposed site with plans and
estimates have been duly submitted and are
waiting IHis Honor’s decision.

Government of Bengal to the Port Commissioners.

Coleutta, 26th February 1873.

With reference to your letter No, 1093, dated 29tk
August 1872, T am directed to forward the accompany-

* October Proge., No. 15.

ing e e
Japuary g copy of correspondence

with  the Government of
*India in the Financial De-
partment, on the subject of a ney Customs and Port
(:)ﬁice. The Port Commissioners will sce that no money
t{'um impcrial fands will be available for the concentra-
tion in one building of the Custom House and the
- Offices of the Port Commis:

sioners, the Master-Attend-
ant, and the Shipping-Master, ’ .

» oo L

o noon 2
No. 1031, dated 18th February.

2. The Lieutenant-Govern
o meet the proposed ex;
provincial funds,
for the accommodat;

or regrets that he is unable
. pendit.t.:re on this account from
he mecessity of o proper building
Aon of the Bengal Government pub-
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lic offices being very pressing, any provincial moncy
available for public buildings in Caleutta will have to
be expended on Government offices for one or two years
to come,

No. 948.

Copy of this letter, and its enclosure, forwarded to
the Seeretary Lo the Chamber of Commerce for informa-
tion, in continuation of this oflice No. 8165, dated 5th
September 1872.

By order of the Lieutenani-Governor of Bengal,
C. BERNARD,
Ofiig. Secrctary to the Govt. of Bengal.
Caleutta, the 26tk February 1873, ’

From Government of Bengal to Government of
India in the Financial Department.

Caleutte, 21st October 1872,

With reference to the correspondence noted on the
Marine Progs, July 1872, Nos. 24-27, margin, a copy of

woe Aue o, A8 which' is now for-
i warded, T am direct-

No. 1003, dated 20th August 1

Marine Progs., October 1572,5&05. 1318, ed to submit copy
of a report by a committee appointed to inquire into the
question of the proposed concentration of the offices of
the Collector of Customs, the Port Commissioners, and
the Shipping-Master at the Port of Calcutta, in one
building.
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2. The desirability of effuctiy

ng such coneentration
was first pressed upon this Govern

ment by the Chamber
of Commm‘cn,~copins of the Chamber’s lettor and of the
Licutenant-Governor’s reply are hereto appended.  The
Lieutenant-Governor agrees with the Commiticeo iy
thinking that it would he advisable to embrace the
Master-Attendant’s office in the scheme, and that the
site al the south-west corner facing the viver is the Les
that is available,

3. The concentration proposed appears to the Lieu-
tenant-Governor to bhe o very necessary one 4o cnablo
the various offices concerned to carry on the work con-
nected  with the great port of Caleutta promptly,
efficiently, and cconomically. Incidentally it would
result in an immense improvement to the appearance
of the capital city, where the fine river frontage is now
oceupied by rather unsightly godowns, ;

4. The Customs House js
most unsuitable for the
and situated far in the re;

a davk, ill-aranged Dbuilding,
purposes for which it is used,
ar of the river frontage.

5. Bub much as {he

Licutenant-Governor approves
the scheme of coneenira

ation, he fears that it will prove
Government o carry out.
uld indeed contribute their
and for the Marine Depart-
2 might porhaps see fit
present yule, cxpnnscs’
stoms Ionse must fall

beyond the means of this
The Port Commissioners o,
fair shave of {he expenses,
meuts the Governmeny, of Indi;
to provide. Bui, According 4o
incurred on account of Lh=c Cu
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wholly upon this Government. At the same time the

seustoms grant in the Public Works Department budgeb

for 1870-71 provided only for very ord‘x_nm"y and petby
repairs, and it was on the figures of that year that
the grants of December 1870 were based.

6. It appears to the Licutenant-Governor that in the
original provincial allotments this Government was’
haxdly treated so liberally as it might have been in the
matter of civil buildings. During the year on which
those allotments were calenlated, only one large and
expensive civil building—the new High Court—was in
course of construction in Bengal. But by a treatment
of the circumstances and the. figures which the Lieu-
tenant-Governor has never thoroughly understood,” a
sum about cqual to the expenditure on the High Court
was dedueted from- the Bengal assignment out of civil
buildings.

7. Comparing the assignment made to Bengal with
that made to Bombay, His Honor observes that Bengal,
with its immense tervitory and fifty-five districts, for
which civil buildings have to be provided, only veecived
an  allotment of £105,000, while Bombay, with its
small territory and (including Sindh) its twenty-one
districts, obtained £108,000. The Bombay Government
is thus enabled to'apply a very much lnrger sum for eivil
buildings in the town of Bombay itself than this Govern- .
ment is able to apply in Calewita. While the Bombay
Government is carrying on fine new works, the Bengal
Government must be content to pabeh up such public
buildings as it has got.
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8. I am to solicit a reference

* Copy forwarded.

to the correspondence®
a cited in the margin,
1 Departinent, No. 1056, dated 8th which {ook place in
LT o Bt o (Do Pl Vot
Al}:::é.;isa;lvcpnunem, No. 2557, dated s PAtment. His Lix.
g . cellency in Council
wi}l observe that an offer to take over the Customs
Duildings in Caleutta was made to, and accepted by this
Government. The Government of India afterwards saw
reason to withdraw the offer which had been made.

9. Considering the urgent requirements of the interior
oft the country, the Lieutenant-Governor could not con-
scientiously divert further funds from the civil departments
.imrl from internal improvements for the sake of construet-
ing fine buildings in Caleutta, even although such build-
ings also subserve a useful purpose. As Tm assignment

vas -mnde for the purpose of improving thcnpublic
buildings and beautifying the town of C:
capital city must, unless His Txcellency in Council
should see fil, to assist in the work,

ot " | , remain in its pre-
SeNb-=s0 far as the river fronta i

- age 1s concerned—shahb,
condition, - y

aleutta, the

Lii:’teng\l:,dg all the f'il'CUmSL«IH{'CS above delailed, the
the GO\’;:mc; ‘gmmr sincerely hopes that, His Fxcellency
for th "’. eneral in Council will he able o find means

© Support of this great imperial building, taking

only the contributi
ution of the Port C oo
on s .y
the work, missioners towards

D S ——

7
From Government of India, Financial Department,
to Government of Bengal.

Calevtta, 30th December 1872.

In reply to Officiating Junior Secretary Mr. Edgar's
letter No. 8622, dated the 21st October last, T am direct-
ed to say that the Governor-General in Council regrets
that the condition of the finances will not admit of the
proposed expenditure of imperial fands for the.concen-
tration in one huilding of the Custom House and the
offices of the Port Commissioners, the Master-Attendant,
and the Shipping-Master,

From Government of Bengal o Government of
India, Financial Department.

Celeutta, 4th January 1873.

T am direeted to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
No. 4738, dated 30th December, informing this Govern-
ment, that the state of the imperial finances do not admit
of the Government of India’s assigning a sum of three
lakhs (or thereabouts) to an amalgamated office for the
Custom House and Marine Offices in Caleutta.

2. The Lieutenant-Governor has been so much im-
pressed by what he has heard from commercial men and
officials regarding the importance of this proposed con-
centration of public offices that he ventures to submit
the matter to the Government of India again in another
shape. Some months have elapsed since the question
was first mooted, the position of the provincial finances

10
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has 'beeome clearer, and the ‘possibility of some savings ;
provincial budget of the current \'«;:u' h o
parent.  On a review of the \\']mi
tenant-Governor thinks he might, without unfairness t
the rest of Bengal, sct aside yearly for the next lt\v:
years a sum of half or three-quarters of a lakh for the
amalgamated Marine and Customs Offices in Caleutta

as become ap-
¢ position the Licy.

3. T am accordingly to inguire whether the Govern-
ment of India would see fit to grant a like sum for this
purpose. The total cost of the amalgamated offices i;
es.bmfmted at Rs, 8.78,450, out of which the Port (“om-
missioners are ready to pay Rs 92 ;
the Dbuilding, This would Jeave Rs, 285,650 (or say
three lakhs) to be paid by Government, "l‘h’o etecut’i«’)‘r‘\
of the work would probably be spread over;;wo‘ official
Years;and if the Government, of Indin were pleased ;0
hf‘sﬂl' one-half the charge of three Iakhs, it woulz l;nvo to
f[llzn;e::}].yiRi;g-egguuriers of a lakh for the work during
o oot and o similar sum during 187475,
fflﬁh];xiuvfzr:gutf»G]ovcmor ventures to hope Ll::t, in view
o gm;ﬂs-ofo“f“le .gren(, Portof Caleutta and of the
A E;_:;]]k)md the Po'rt- and city have hitherto
plea;od to consid‘er ﬁ;:zl‘;b'll: ey ol e

the present proposal.
4. When thus submitting

the provision of apn amalgan
a?xd Marine Departme
£1res to remarlke that the
Bengal Secretariat is ey,
gathers that this subject
that the whole " questi
Government in Calentt;

a recommendation regarding
algamated office for the Customs
nts, the Lieutenant-Governor de-
necessity for proper offices for the
en still more Pressing ; and, as he
b is under consideration, he lopes
on of the offices of the Bengal
A may be considernd together, ;

,800 for their share of .

S

From  Government of India, Financial Depar(-
ment, to Government of Beagal.

Caloutic, 13th February 1873.

Tn reply to your letter No. 52, dated 4th January 1873,
1 am directed to state that the Governor-General in
Couneil is nob prepared to make a grant from imperial -
funds to provide for the concentration in one building of

.the Custom House and the Marine Offices in Calcutta,

/ Mildow in Manchostor Goods.

This question has again come prominently
forward, and the Shanghai Chamber has, as. we
did some years ago; addressed a protest on the
subject to the Manchester Chamber. A Committee
of the latter was appointed and their report,
which has just reached us, is published for infor-
mation of members. It is to be hoped that
the strong condemnation of the various improper
methods and the use of deleterious compounds for
increasing the weight of the cloth now often
practised may lead to their abandonment.

From Shanghui General Chamber of Commerce fo
Bengal Chamber of Commerce.

Shanghai, 26th December 1872.

The Committee of this Clamber beg {o hand you here-
with copy of a letter on the subject of Mildewed
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Goods, Wwhich has been addressed to (he Manclester
Chamber of Commerce, and to request the co-operation
of your Chamber in support of the representations con-
tained theyein.

Lerrer o¥ MILDEWED SHIRTINGS rnros tyip SHANGIAT
GENERAL CHAMBER 0F COMMERCE T0 TiE MANGHESTER
CrawBER or CoMMERCE.

Shanghat, 17th December 1872,

The attention of this Chamber has, for some time past
he'en specially directed to the wide spread doterioration b):
mildew of Cotton Piece Goods imported to this countr
from Manchester. In view of the heavy losses which ]m\?e'
?Jeen recently incurred from {his cause by those concerned
in the tra(lc, Toffer no apology in brin o‘inn to the mnotice
?f the Committee of your body a subjc:;t t\'\'hich possesses
in addition to a general interest, a direct import-m;e ‘1’0
the manufacturer, no less than to the merchant, o

The ?xistencc of an abnormal growth of a substance
res?mblmg mould disfiguring to the appearance, and t;ft
seriously injuring the texture of Cotton Cloths, ’u‘viuc' '\S"
Grey Shirtings and T..Cloths brought to Ll:i: a !P;'?,
the outer packages of which show nob signs wh: tlm'm- l);‘ '
contact with salt or fresh water or un?luc d. oo o
“any kind, has been no recent discovery. s of

The evil, however, was seldom heard of until
outbreuk of the American Civil War, \\'hen’ it b
prevalent concurrently with o more }'rec use o}‘ D:2
staple in Lancashire, and i

after the
came very
) ast Indian
A inereasing and unfavourable

07

disproportion beiween the cost of the raw material, and the
price to be obtained for the Cloth.

Losses in 1864-65 from this cause were very large.
The Cloth was nob only often found to be discoloured with
black and yellow spots, but in‘many cascs its texture had
become rotten, the injury being principally appavent at
the folded edges of the picces, though it was by no means
confined to the external folds. Reclamations, for the
most part unsuccessful, were at that time made wupon the
manufacturer ‘through the buying or packing Agents, and
owing cither to the general attention which was directed
to the question, or more probably to the altered conditions
of the trade itself, damage by mildew, though not al-
together unknown, became subsequently léss notorious
until within the last two years, when it has presented itself
in astill more aggravated form. Towards. the end of
1871, parcel after parecl of Grey Shirtings, principally if
not wholly consisting of sccond and lower qualities were
rejected by the Chinese buyers, as “ spotted,” and during
the year now clapsing the evil has become so general that
in September last, it was estimated that 75 per cent of the

entire stock of Girey Shirtings and T. Cloths in this place
were unmerchantable as sound goods, The trade in fact
was completely disorganized.

Sales by auction without reserve, or by private contract
with all faults at heavy reductions from the market price
were of daily occurrence and were rendeved necessary by
the rapid deterioration which much. of the Cloth:was
obviously mndergoing. The injury has been found to pre-
vail most extensively in the fair to ordinary qualities of
7 and 8} Ibs, Grey Shirtings and 6 and 7 lbs. T\ Cloths,
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ljlol!g]l in the better makes it frequently oceurs in
degree.  In the heavier qualities of both Shirtings and
T. Cloths, mildew is seldom if evor observed,

The Committee of this Chawber are unable to conceal
their conviction that the cause of the deterioration s to be
found in a defect inherent in the Cloth itself, originated in
the cowrse of manufacture, nd though positive proof’ can-
ot at present be adduced, negative evidence of a very
suggestive character is fortheoming which tends to show
that this defect arises from the use of “size” in undue
quantity, and of a nature deleterious to the fabric. This
size, there is reason to believe, is employed to work up
inferior Cotton, and to increase the weight of the Cloth.
In this conncction the ci

is significant, though
the Committee would regret to 1
that, as was the case in 1864.
minent ab a tinie, when the value of the manufactured article
is unduly low compared with the cost of Cotton.

4y undue stress upon it,
5, the evil has become pro-

The reclamations of Exporters have hitherto been prin-
cipally met by the- testimony of Chemists, whose certifi-
cates have heen brought fory:
deleterious to Cotton tostile
cither in the specimens of siz

ard to show that nothing
fabries has been discovered
¢ produced by the manufae-"
turer, or in the picces of Cotton Cloth returned by the
Bxporter. Tt is almost needless to say that the cortificates
of Chemists which merely state that the tosts applied show
in thesize they have ned no cause for {he g

There may he

amage

sustained ave not satis and proba-
Dy are destructive qualitics i the size which elude che-
mical analysis.  And though various sug

gestions as lo the
cause of the evil have

from time to e bee:

1 made. by

a lesser

0

Manchesier Agents, these suggesiions have not stood the

test of critical examination,

They have been somewhat to the following eflect :—

cls” holds and espe-

The action of undue heat in v
in-these of Ivon Steamers vil

Suez.

cially

v da ing storage
Txposure to nndue heat or dampness during st

abroad.
Contact with sea or fresh water.

Inferior packing,

The Committee in expressing their confident npiniovi
that the origin of the damage is not to be traced tAolnn:\ 0?11'
of the foregoing causes ave not unawvare that mild ow m;xi\
be, and probably is, somelimes stimulated by slic!c:u‘nl ]\‘:
mospheric and other conditions, which :u'c} [f‘“)mi‘ )] <.l (f l“..
development.  But in order to find an efficient x \lxu) .l'l‘
its injurious consequences the ovil must hr‘,‘ ln‘u'im‘ vAt(])“:j
!~()|IX'L:(‘, and the Committee are prepared to furnish evidence

in support of the following propositions :

Mildew is not the result of damage hy salt or fresh

F any ki oo
crnal dampuess of any kind. It ocery

on

water or e .
goods the canvas wrappings of which are ’/l“,%’."mcbly cle:}n
:nrl unstained, the interior tarpanlin 1ot “having lost its
sheen, while the brown - paper cO\'e]‘il{gAS have not }\een
aflected by dampness and refain their oviginal gloss. ’lh«i:o
conditions are incompatible with the supposition that mois-
fure has penetrated from lh‘c‘ outside.

N does mot originate in the manner of packing, fov
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Goods !mve been found damaged in the most extensive
degree in the best as well as in the most inferior packages
ges.

Itis not dueto want of ventilation in the holds of
vessels, steam or sailing, the damage having been found to
oceur in goods which arrive in the best as well ag in the
worst ventilated holds, after short and long passages round
the Cape, and vid Suez Canal, - -

Tt is not due to length or character of storage in China,
e s . >
for Mildew exists in goods imported in steamers via Suez,
1 . . ?

and which have been examined immediately after arrival.

“ The fo'lluwing facts have also an important bearing upon
the solution of the question : N

The bales badly affected by Mildew are generally found
tobe l'mated internally, sometime to such bnn extent that
even in summer a thermometer placed in the centre of a
newly opened package has been found to indicate a rise in
Fempemturc of over 10 degrees of Fahrenheit
instance brought to the notice of the Committes |
15th June last, the rise indicated in two minute’s
71° to 88}°. The inference to be du
tion was going on,

In onc
viz., on the
was from
awn is that fermenta-

;.[‘he interi}or\of‘ bales has heen often found so damp that
pal pal{le mm#m’e has exided-from the cloth the exterior
wrappings heing all the time dry and uninjared )

After fermentation has ceased
or less extent would
where the injury

decomposition to a greater
appear to occur.  The cloth, in cases
has been small, becomes spotted some-

NS

8L

times with black ab other times with yellow discolouration,
Dbut in the worst cases it is made tender and rotten, a white
powder being frequently removable from the threads.

A submit that if these facts be authenticated they exclude
the supposition of the damage being occasioned between
the periods, when the goods have been packed, and when
they veach the consumer. The enquiry into the cause of
the cvil should therefore be limited to the circumstances
of manufacturc and preparation for packing.

Tn wging upon your Chamber the advisability of insti-
tuting such an enquiry it is not the intention of this Com-
mittee to enter into either the legal or the moral bearing
of the question as hetween the manufacturer, the packer
and the merchant, though it cannot be denied that the
responsibility for the losses, which occur through the de-
terioration of the goods after inspection by a skilled Agent
and in the transportation of which every reasonable pre-
caution has been taken is not one which. should properly
fall cither upon the merchant or the consumer. A few
general observations, however, upon the results of the re-
cont extensive inportations of unsound goods, will not be
out of place.

The first effect is, that large quantities of cloth arc forced
off at reduced and irregular prices, by which means the
tone of the market is lowered, and the value even of sound
goods is depreciated.  Bales are no longer as was once the
case, aceepted wmopened, on the faith of the sample, but the
wrappers have to he cut into in order that the condition of
every package may be ascertiined.  The inconvenience,
delay and loss arising from thix practice mmst he too

11
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obvious to need to be pointed out. The trouble and wasle
of time entailed by the ssity of minule inspecti

the frequent. re-sales of rejected pareels, and the uncer-
tainty as to the completion of any saleuntil full examination
of the contents of packages has been made,—all represent
a positive burden on the trade. The destruction of the
packages morcover is a loss to the native merchant, who
can never again pack his goods so securely for inland
transport.  And more important perhaps than all is the
fact, that the confidence of native dealers and merchants
in Foreign Goods is shaken ; for they are no longer
secure of emrying their purchases to the end of along
journey in a merchantable condition. Such general want
of faith in the sounduness of Forcign Cotton Goods must,
tend to render them unpopular among the Chinese. And
considering that Forcign Tmports,

though cheaper, have
‘greab difficulty even wnder favonrable cireumstances in

competing with the more durable native manufactures,
the trade is not in a position to bear any additional hurden.

Although, therefore, the first losses from mildew fall upou
the Tmporting Merchant while the manufacturer
to escape altogether, yet such an uncqual and un:
tribution of the responsibility cannot continue, if' for no
better reason than that the magnitude of the losses will
soon put it beyond the power of merchants to hear them,
were they cver so willing.  But it requires no argument
to show that the state of things now complained of must,

materially diminish the trade in Cotton Goods, or what,
amounts to the same thing.

appears
fair dis-

g, check its natural increase, a
al importance to the interests
represents as to those of the Ching

vesult which must he of equ
which your Chamber
Merchants,

[ |
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The Committce do mot hesitate to claim yomr pronqzt
and active co-operation in a strict and satisfactory investi-
gation into the ‘causes of mildew as well as into t}:e mo.st
efficacious means of providing a remedy for a cr'ymg evily
affecting not only the: interests of the most important
Dranch of British industry, but also the honor and reputa-
tion of British Commerce.

The following report has been presented to the Directors

* of the Manchester Chamber of Commerce :—

Gentlemen,—The Committee appointed to consider the
causes of mildew in cotton goods shipped to our Eas‘tern
markets, in presenting their report to the Board of Dn‘ec{i
tors, deem it to be desirable, for the sake of 'clc:u‘m‘ss an
brevity, to state only the conclusions at which 'Lhcy have
arrived, and to abstain from relating the various argu-
ments and reasons which have guided them in their deci-
sion.

The Committee have found it impossible to pass every
one of their resolutions with entire unnuimi{ty, but even
in those cases in which a difference of opim'on has pre-
vailed a very large majority have voted in their favour.

The following are the resolutions adopted, in the oxder
in which {hey stand :—

li in.the T
1. “That the use of delig in ¢ tion
of size, or the use. of those ingredients which by coml:lmzc
tion and reaction become deliquescent, tends to produ
B
mildew, and is to be condemned.
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2. “That {lic artificial introduction of moisture into
{he yarn or cloth, for the purpose of increasing weight,
during the processes and stages of manufacture, or after
manufacture, or the deliberate moistening of the cloth by

means of damp storage, tends to create mildew, and must
be condemned.”

3. “That the excessive sizing of cloth, for the object
of producing weight and cheapness, is dangerous, and con-
siderably increases the visk of the generation of mildew.”

4. “That the carcless exposure of the goods to damp- .

ness dwring the loading or unloading of the cloth at the
manufactory and the merchant’s warehouse, or during the
transit of the goods bebween the factory, the warchouse,
and the ship, or during the voyage of the vessel, is dan-
gerous, and ought to be prevented.” .

5. “That greater attention ought o be given to the
ventilation of ships and steamers, especially  iron-built
vessels, and more care exercised in the storage of goods
on board, and ample space maintained between the bales
of goods and the hoilers of steamers.”

6. “That dock companics and loaders of vessels should
abandon the use of improper hooks in handling the bales,

as cases of mildew have avisen from water penetrating
the holes caused by the use of such hooks.”

The Committee dwring their deliberations hay
themselves of the services of
but they do not think it reqs

e availed
an able analytical chemist,
uisite to introduco into their
roport technical details regarding the preparation of

size,
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as they think that every prudent manufacturer will seek
to nn;id all risk of danger and loss by the ncqm‘smu}l
of {he needful scientific knowledge which lies within his
casy reach.

The Commiitee have purposely kept aloof from sharing
in the controversy between the manufacturer, the merchant,
and the dealer, as to the causes which have led o the large
trade existing in cheap and inferior cloths, as they have
1o doubt whatever that cach party is well iuf'm'mcd regard-
ing the intrinsic value of the article which is }muglﬂ. and
sold, and'it is an indisputable fact that certain m:\k(‘:s of
goods of the higher-priced quality are singularly frce from
mildew.

The Committee have no desire to under-cstimate the
degree of blame which justly »rests on certain manufac-
turers and shippers in our own country, but they are bound
to state that complaints of mildew have come from Eastern
ports which on close investigation have been proved to be
groundless.

The Committee carnestly warn manufacturers against
the various nostrums rccommended for the purpose of
sizing, many of which, under the guise of scientific plxms;s,
impose upon the credulity and the ignorance of those who
Dbuy them, and produce the very evils for which they profess
to be the remedy.

In the communication addressed to owr Chamber by the
Shanghai Chamber of Commerce, the statement is made
that 511\ildt:\v is not the result of damage by ‘snll’;\\'u’(er,
or fresh water, or external dampness of any kind. The
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Committee canmot coincide in such a statement, as they
are prepared with numerous proofs of the very opposite
character.

Spot damage, now frequently called mildew, is not an
evil of recent creation. It existed to a certain extent in
the years prior to the outbreak of the United States civil
war. It has, however, undoubtedly increased in magni-
tude and become more serious in character of late years,
and the chief canses have been intense competition and
the demand for low-priced goods.

(Signed)
Huen Masox, President,
Jonx Staag, Jusr., Dircetor, 1
Gronrar Lorp, Director,
Say. MExDEI,

J. Nrcor T, Members
Joseen Tiroxesox, of the
J. GARNETT, Committee.

Apax Duenare,

Rrenanp Bowrox (R. Holroyd and Co.)
PrrEr Spexcr,

Chamber of Commerce, Manchester, April 21, 1873.

Proposal to construct inside the Jott;
onclosu
warohouses for tho storage of gsc:ods? ose

The accompanying correspondence will remind
members of the reforence made {0 them by the
Comuittee in January last. The proposal sub-
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mitted by Messrs. Hoare, Miller and Co. to the
Port Commissioners embraced a project of con-
siderable magnitude and importance, and the
Committee therefore circulated it for an expres-
sion of* opinion from members generally. The
reference resulted in a large majority of votes
against the project.

Irom the Port Commaissioners.
The 19th December 1872, -

In accordance with a resolution passed by the Commis-
sioners ab their Jast meeting, I am directed to submit
herewith copy of a letter from Messrs. Hoare, Miller and
Co., suggesting that warchouses should be constructed
inside the jetty enclosure for the storage of imported
and exported goods. I am to request that you will he
good enough to submit the letter to your Committee, and
favor the Commissioners with an expression of the opi-
nion of the Chamber of Commerce upon the suggestion
made by Messrs, Hoare, Miller and Co.

Lrom Messrs. Hoare, Miller and Co.
Chuleutta, December, 1872.

We think the present a favorable time for suggesting
to the Commissioners the expediency’ of erecting close to
the river and adjacent to the jeltics, used by sca-going
vessels, large warehouses for storing imports and exports
such us exist in London, Marscilles and other great Ports
in Burope,
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All who have been engaged in the Manchester and
. Caleutta trade since the year 1865 know that about 90
per cent of the imports of the Jast eight years have re-
sulted in loss to the concerned.  We consider the system
o.f cach trader having his own separate warchouse is the
principal cause of such an astonishing result,

None will deny that the actual cause of loss is the
;;xce:swc supply of Manchester goods, for the demand
s been om e e D . .

s beon gze:ﬂ;‘m\d steadily increasing, and this excessive
supply is due in our opinion to the absence of co opera-
ive warehousi 5
;1\0 “ﬂ'l using, and the quent of cach
i maintaining an establishment equal not simply to
its average extent of business but to any possible extent
of business which can oceur to it. As most people prefer
an uncertain remote loss

? to a certain present one,
instead of frankly admitting that the present system
mu.sb enfail a loss on house rent account, whether direet
or indirect, merchants here compete in rendering account
sales to their constituents on an unduly low .ccaI: of rentsy
expeeting by this means and by forcing business in
every way to Iring enough grist to the mill to make
Toth ends meet ab the end of the year,

There are over one hundred firms engaged in the im-
port trade of this Port whose outlay ::m warehouses
r;’mgexy f\mm Rs. 400 to 2,000 o month, and i’ we take

he average rent at Rs, 800 o month, and allow that
office accommodation only could be secured ab Rs. 250
a month, we find the following to be the actual c;)sE'Of

warchousing  ahb 5 I3 i
N g about 450,000 packages of imports an-~

89

100 Firms yent godowns only Rs. 6,600 avg. Rs. 6,60,000

100 300 godown sircars ,, 300 cach 90,000

100 ,, 300 landing 5 . 230 , ., 73,000

100 600 godown coolies 5, 72 ,, 43,200

100 500 durwans » 84 ,, 5, 42,000
To which add :— Rupees 9,10,200

Native Assistant who guarantees the

fidelity of the above employés

or, exclusive of the cost of removal from jetty, Rs. 2-8

per paclage whether it be stored for one day or one year.

salary and perquisites of the Head}

The great waste of this antiquated system is the more
apparent when we consider the very different opinions
which prevail amongst merchants, One firm which
imports 10,000 packages annually may so regulate
imports and sales as mever to have more than 1,000
packages in stock, while another importing the same
annual quantity may occasionally have as many as 8,000
packages to warchouse ab cne time. Suppose both to
have the same size godowns, if the former has exactly
room enough, the latter must have more goods than he
can store on his own premises and is obliged to engage
further room outside.

Tt is possible that importers of fancy goods would
still find it mecessary, as in London, to have their own
warchouses ; but if tho Port Commissioners were to
erect a range with a capacity for 200,000 packages, and
in addition to the present jetty charge of 6 annas per
package offered storing and warchousing for the first

12
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month at ¢ annas per package and every subsequent;
month at 2 ammas, we caleulate not loss than 300,000
packages would be warehoused amnually, remaining in
store on an average two months, and thereby yielding a
revenue to the Commissioners of Rs, 1,32,500, Dbesides
enabling the -present jotty charge to be maintained por-
manently at six annas, a rate which, although now by
some regarded as too high, would, with the warehousing
facilities herein suggested, be at onee reasonable to the
public and sufficiently remunerative to the Commission-
ers to admit of the formation of a rescrve fund for the
better seemity of their more perishable property.

This import range should be so designed as to admit

of additions hereafter to mect the future growth of the
trade. !

In addition to the import warshouse we would suggest

one for Tea also, for the accommodation of that large
. . 1 . B

portion of the crop, which, in order to

| avoid the heavy
expense of selling

lere in the usual way, is now shipped
to London on the growers' account.  When Teas come
from Darjecling by the Northern Bengal Railway and the
Tastern Bengal Railway is in conneetion with the jettics,
it will he essential Lo have such a wareho
gesb to receive Teas for sale or shipment and so prevent
the injury such fragile packages as Tea
from frequent removals on 1y
streets. The Assam and Ca

chests sustain
ackerics through the Caleubta
char steamers would also use

this warehouse by means of the Strand Banle's Tramway.

The ty

ade of the port is growing very rapid

y, and

Use a8 we sug-

S
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unless timely provisions be made {o relieve (Ello streets,
the narrower thoroughfares will soon be quite inadequate
to the traffic to the great hinderance of busiuess and the
enhancement of the city rates.

From Chamber of Convnerce.
Caleutia, 22nd January 1873.

The Committee of the Chambler of Commerce desive

-me Lo acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 19th

ultimo, and to state for the information of the Port Com-
missioners that Messrs. Ioare, Miller and Co.’s proposal
having been submitted for the consideration of cm:.h
member of the Chamber, the result of the reference is
that the majority of opinion is against the -scheme which
those gentlemen have placed before the Commissioners.

Motoorological Report on the Gyclogo of June 1872.

- It will be seen from the following correspond-
ence that the Telegraph Depnrtmé;nt has explained
the circumstances which the Committec noticed
in their last report as exhibiting an absence of
active and efficient co-operation with the Mcteoro-
logical Establishment dwing the cyclone of last
June.

The Committee’s remarks were occasionec? by
a report officially submitted for their inforn}at]on :
but on the subsequent receipt of the Director-
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General’s representation to Government and of a
memorandum by the Meteorological Reporter the
Committee were glad to find that the proceedings
of the Telegraph Department were in order and
free from any censure.

Lrom Govt. of Bengal to Chamber of Commerce.
Caleutta, 1st Februcry 1873,

I am directed to forward, for the information of
-'{ §Digs‘}1§: m:cd ]13:]1. January 1873 tlfc Committee of the
" Chamber, a copy of the
sinally noted from the Director-General of Tele-
in Indin, regarding the remarks made upon certain
soints conneeted with the Telegraph Department by the
Ofticiating Meteorological Reporter and the Chamber of
Commerce in connection with the Gyclone of June 1872,
I am also to send copy of a note recorded by M.
Willson,

From Director-General of Telegraphs in India to
Govermment of Bengal.

Caleuttu, 13th January 1878,

I have the honor to solicit your attention to the report
of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce for the half-year
ending 31st October last, which contains extracts from a
report by the Meteorological Reporter furnished to the
Clmmlyex: by the Government of Bengal, and also the
‘(7}1‘1‘:!::;1111(;1752.!01)1)' to Government, relating to the Cyclone of
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2, These extracts arve caleulaled to convey a very
erroneons impression of the manner in which the Tele-
graph Department, performs its duties, and  immediately
on perusing them I called upon the Superintendent,
Bengal, for a report on the subject. In the annexed
office memorandum, which I have the honor to request
you will lay before His Honov the Licutenant-Governor,
will be found the substance of his reply.

3. Tt appears evident that the full value of the assist-
ance which the telegraph might render in such emergen-
cies was, on the occasion to which the Chamber’s re-
marlss refer, lost solely through the absence of prompt
action on the part of the respousible officer, the Meteoro-
logical Reporter, and the delays aseribed to the Telegraph
office, and the general imputation of its inefficiency and
unpreparedness had no foundation on fact.

4. It was doubtless through oversight that I was not
furnished by your Government with papers of such inter-
est, and T beg you will explain to Iis Honor the circam-
stances of the case,and assure him that, fully impressed
with the great importance of the subject, this direction
will insist on the fullest possible assistance being given
on all occasions to the Meteorological Department. Bub
no more than is absolutely necessary should be left to
the discretion and intelligence of the telegraph employés
and to obtain satisfactory results, the initiative must be
taken Dby the scientific officer who has been specially
appointed by Government to investigate the causes and
to endeavour by timely notice to mitigate the results of
these atmospherie disturbances.
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Cyclone of June 1872,

In pages 84, 85, S6, 87 and 91 of the Report of the
Bengal Chamber of Commeree for he half-year ending
the 31st October, the working of the telegraph, in con-
nection with the transmission of meteorological reports,
is unfavorably commented upon,

The  Superintendent, Bengal Division , reports as
follows :—

The statements in the first and second pages of the
report are not very definite. One paragraph-opens with
the words “at this critical time,” but the date itself is
not given.  Taking the date to be the 25th June 1872,
which is mentioned in page 87, as the time referred to,
the Superintendent observes  that the primary object
with which the line to Saugor Islands was erected and
maintained was the {ransmission of ‘shipping reports ;
that after sunset the movements of the shipping cannob
be made out and reported, and the line not being part’of
any main system, the offices ave all classed as thivd
class, open only for limited day-work, and th

¢ ““line to
Auoor”
Saugor

was, as a matter of course, closed after sun-down.
as 1o interruption to communication in the sense
in which the Chamber of Commeres js supposed to have
understood the closing of the line,

There w:

Referring to the next romarks - that “after some delay
and difficulty a report ws

about 10 p, ar,

as obtained from Cuttack” ap
» local time, two telegrams wore tendered
ther for Saugor
as handed over 4o Mr.
or in one hour and 5 minutes

rstood,

for transmission, one for Cuttack and the o
Island.  The reply from Cuttack w.
Willson in the office at 1 1-5,
the delay or difficulty is therefore nog unde
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Tu page 85 complaintis made of thc. tardy' dellvell'ly_
of telegrams. The annexed stntcm?nt of t}Im time occ}
pied in the transmission and delivery ol' all (hosr‘) 1e.-
ceived on the 25thi for the Z\lctcomﬂogmnl Repo'xtcn‘,
shows that there was no unusual delay in the 'delxv;n) ()lr
that day. Inthe case of the Aleyab message, 1]](‘Illlb‘
ju this statement, the delay in the 'reLurn of bhtfrlncs-
senger to bhe office was due to his having other me‘”ﬁes
to deliver at the same time for places more than two r;n evs
from the signal office. | If, thercfore, the delay c?f :.{ul-f
and-a half and  three-and-a-half hours complained ]o
actually occwrred, the fault is apparently du,(,: to llic
Mateorological Reporter’s office arr zmgf:mcnvts. J}lc tele~
grams were all delivered to Mr. Wﬂ'lmus nn‘bwc :{)s-
sistants, except one, the receipt for which was signed by
himself,

The remark at page 87 would point to a state of l'l]:
cfficieney which does nob really exist. I-Infl the Reporter
known that the offices on the Hooghly river are clo?cd
after sunset, and if from the telegram he received ‘dur%ng
the day he anticipaled any necessity %’ol"noln'muulcanng
with Saugor Island office at night, an 111(}mnl,wn to Lh}at
cffect to the Assislanb SuperiulcheuL in ch‘\.rgc o‘f I le.,
signal office would have resulted in the oflices being
directed to keep open.

i ragr 3 age 87 is a repebi-
The statement in paragraph 5 at page 11 ; inp“.c
tion of the remarks which have been rcicnu 0
s i randum.
2nd and 8rd paragraphs of this memorax

-
In the 10Lh paragraph of Mr. Willson’s reporl l(pnlgcusrg
hestates « I received the eleventh and twellth howr’s
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telegrams about 3-30 in the afternoon.” There are no
such reports known to the Caleutta signal office as the
“ cleventh and twelfth hour reports,” and the statement
already referred to shows that, if by the “eleventh and
twelfth howr reports,” Mr. Willson means those number-
ed 4619 from Saugor and 4637 from Cublack (the former
timed 10.3, and the latter 10-33 A. ., local time), there
was no delay whatever so far as this deparbment is con-
cerned, and that the delay in their reecipt must have
been due entirely to his own imperfect arrangements.

Referring to paragraph 49 of Mr. Willson’s report,
page 91, so faras the telegraph is concerned in the pro-
posed arrangement, this department is fully prepared for
it.  The lines to Saugor are in excellent condition, and
unless carried away by a Cyelone of irresistable force on
the spot, may be fully relicd upon.

In conclusion, it may not perhaps be out of place Lo
observe that it should not be left to this department to
judge of the necessity or otherwise of keeping open the
viver line offices for meteorological purposes beyond their
usual working hours, The business of this department
is solely the carriage of information thas may be entrust-
ed to it for transmission, and this done, nothing further
should be expected from it.  Prima Jucie there appears
to be no oceasion for keeping the office at Saugor open
day and night, which would involve additional establish-
ments and af considerable enhancod cost, The present
establishment will be found sufficient for any sudden
emergency, if the Meteorological Reporter will adopt
vesonable precantion ; on such oceasions it should he his
duty to intimate to the head of the Caleutta sigual oflico
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what assistance he requires, and it will be cheerfully and
promptly given.
T. BLISSETT,

Persl, Asstl. to the Dir.-Genl. of Telographs in Indic.

Stalement of Telegrams received for the Meteorolo-
gical Reporter on the 2560 June 1872.

Reocived
omee . [Whers from | Timed. i Celeut-
e [ e

Roceipt acknows
lediged by

< [saugor ..‘w—am 105 o

< Jeuttaek . ;w»sx s i .
lsonger L ltaran [ 426 nonfeaseon y| Native Signatme,
-[Cuittagong [N IS x, Ditto.

536 T f3os

s

on all rediveed £ loaal time.

also bas

From Director-General of Telegrapls in India to
Government of Bengal.

Caleutla, 15th January 1873.

Continuing my Ietter of the 18th January, No. 3073, 1

have the honor to ac-

1. Paragraph 5 of Me. Willson's

lasore cyelonc. knowledge the receipt of
Puragraphin 4 and 5 of letter 0 Yotion No, 82, dated
ftom the Secrotary io the Bengal ~ YOUL JCULE S s G

Chamber of Comnicrce, dated 30t * 81 idem, with which you
Octob 1672 forward the marginally
noted extracts on the subject of the Cyelone of June last.

This letter reached me yosterday, the 13th, aftermy
. 13
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leiter to your address was written ; the extracts which
it covers have long sinee heen published, and, as T have
already stated, were discovered by me in the published
report of the Chamber of Commerce.

2. You will have learnt from my letter of yesterday
that an investigation of Mr. Willson’s S'u’llcl;lcllls s
shown that he, and not the telegraph, is to blame for the
delays and inconvenicnce that oceurred on the oceasion
in question; and it appears unnecessary to add to the
remarks I have already made farther than to repeat. the
asswrance of my full appreciation of the importance of
the subject, and to ask that complaints against, this
department may not be taken for granted :mdb published
without giving to its officors the opportunity of in-
vestigating them,

3. Wedo not pretend to absolute immunit
arrors or delays ;

y {rom
" but we do adopt cvery possible precan-
tmtf to prevent them, and can with confidence assert thatl
their ocerrence is xeeedingly vave. It is the poliey of
At-l\c (Tcpm tment to invite complaints, which are carcl"l‘!”y
inquired into by whomsoever preferred ; and had T
delected negleet of any kind on the part of’f.h tel nl'
officers in conneetion ol

} aph

o o ith this inquiry, I should have
ad no hesitation in admitting 1 i ishi

! @ 5 it, or in punishing e
-, g it, Bt hing  those

Mreyoraxnuar,
5 of the Balasore Cyelo

) alas velone Report I
stated that when I arvived at ghe Telegraph Onictr‘ (t
tween 9 and 10 v, M, on the 25 i1 o
Saugor was closed.”

In paragraph

256h of June) “the line to
T drew attention to this faet with-
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cut imputing any Llame to the Telegraph Deparbment.
The fact, however, that the officers of the Saugor line
are closed after sunsct, may often render the line uscless
for jnuposes of giving warning of the approach of
storms.

The oflice memorandum forwarded by the Director-
General of Telegraphs with his letter No. 3073 of the
13th January 1873, containg” the following :—“If from
the telegrams he (the Meteorological Reporter) received
pated any ity for

during the day he anti
nicating with Saugor Isiand Office ab night, an infima-
tion to that cfiect to the Assistant Superintendent in
charge of the Signal Office would have resulted in the
offices being direcied to keep open.”

With reference to this I would remark that storms do
1ot always announce their approach during the day time.
In the case alluded to, it will be scen on refevence to the
Sth-paragraph of the cyclone report, that the threatening

telegrams which vendered communication with Saugor
Island desivable were not received wntil alter sunsct.
Taking this into ideration, I do not derstand  the
charge of  the absence of prompt action” brought against
the Metcorological Reporter by the Dircetor-General of
Telegraphs in. the 3rd paragraph of his letter No, 5073,
dated 13th January 1873,

TWith regard to the * tardy delivery” of telegrams, the
statement submitted by the Director-General’s Office,
showing the tinie when telegrams were received and deli=
vered, refers to the telegrams of the 25th of June, whereas
the charge of “tardy delivery” made by the Chamber of
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‘Samm?l ce rofcrs‘to the Saugor Island telegrams of

29th of June.—See letter from the Chamber of (4 :
meree, paragraph 6, and Cyelone Report, paragra, ‘]’“‘“'
and 10. The telegrams referved to \‘,’c\'c:\'."\it,i‘l:' ‘fl 'IS ;
ab the Mcteorclogical Office, when T amived ‘(:h(\\‘b :l "':0
Pt from lecturing at the Presidency ‘Colle"i nI JJAO0
given orders, when leaving the oflice in the fol?m’mo "l:d
have any telegrams which might arrive in time fo’r\vw‘\?)] (‘I)
abonce tome at the Presidency Collewe, 'l‘hosn' ttlc‘

grams did not arrive in time to l;c for\va?d’cd but I .
not S'ﬂ.y that any wnusual delay oceurred in th;ir deli 'm’"t
and in paragraph 10 of the Cyelone Report no c]m'r: elyf"
tardy delivery was made or intended. In ;ml:;ih;'

1;;:1“?1-,‘ about the samo date, T had cause to complain of
.lglo]‘tn CL:n’dy (]?S])n(c[l of a telegram to Cuttack, bub
.bcin:e::]x‘j*zdz; full cxp]:m}ﬂion of the fault of its not
gml‘]: ! di()]] ]x‘gnbn the f‘ s;:sALm\tv Superintendent of .Tele-

1"“111,0;- W nmuz:mdcr it neeessary to proceed any

W. G. WiLLsoN.

24th Junuary 1873,

]ﬂ. An " A
rom Chamber of Commerce to Govr, of Bengal.

Calentta, 20t February 1873.

The Committee of the Ch:

of C .
to acknow! amber of Commeree desire me

N o}e:llg: Ll{c‘l»pccilxt (on the T1th) of your letter

Report on tl “(‘;m‘ instant, relative to tho Meteorological

of which the (,)1'010“0 of Jask Junc, on_ccrtain portions
¢ the Chamber addresse .

Bengal in their letter of 30th Ohci,.:]m‘ﬂw Government of

1
i

101

The Committee litve duly noted the representation
on this subject made by the Director-General of Tele-
graphs, as well as the Memorandum  recorded by Mr.
Willson.

The remarks which the Commitlee considered it their
duty to make were obviously based on the Report itself
and their reference to the “ tardy delivery” of messages
was amply justified Dy the bare statement that the 11
and 12 o'clock telegrams were received about % past 3
but as Mr. Willson has, in - his memorandum, explained .
the cireumstances under which he was nob in possession
of the messages till that late hour, the Committee are
glad they have the opportunity of withdrawing the im-
putation of dilatory action on the part of the Telegraph

Department.

Soa~worthinoss of Merchant Ships.

The question of the sca-worthiness of native
owned saips leaving this port has heen hrought
prominently to the notice of the Government,
owing to the loss of life in the wreck of the
«Ticonderoga,” and the matter was referred to the
Chamber for their opinion. The Committee fully
overnment that there should be
y and classification of all such
no doubt measures Will

agree with the G
a compulsory surve
vessels ; and they have
soon be talsen to enforce such a survey.
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]77' 9 25
om Govl. of Bengal io Chainber of Commerce,
Oalcul/a,:l 1¢h December 1879,
I irce
am dirceted to forward, for the information of the
Repmtof Commits o Chamber of Commerce, a copy
tho wicek of the Ziconde,  ©f the papers noted on the mar-
gin, and {o request that (he
Chamber will be so good as to
favor the Licutenant-Governor
with their opinion on I j
ot o h he subject
ule‘:e IICCCSSIP_} or otherwise of providing some testJfor
sea-worthiness of merehant vessels leavine this port.
g .

REPORT.
After carefully inquiring into the

) ' cause of the wreck,
we have the honor to report as ’

{ollows :—

] ~I‘hc ship Ticonderoga, of 1,300 tons,
built ve ¢ nati 4 g
s ISS.OL wooden, native owners, sailing under British
c"io;" ‘lc‘f"g I‘!pwm'ds o 20 years old, with no classifi-
5 left Jeddah in the month of August last, laden
ast, In

with salt, bound to Caleutta, The ship’s company con

sisted of the commande aco a al o
ander (Nacod: i i
and 52 nsenes (- 1) a chiel mate (native), «

together witl
3! i 18 bassengers, mostly return

an American

pilgrims.

Trom Jeddal )

Jeddah the vessel exper

having - . experienced fine weatl

(having alt canas set) to the Malabar Goast, v he qlf lcrt
y ast, w re abous

100,000 (one lalch)
¢ ki) cocoanubs wey, e s
she sailed for Caloutt, s were talen in, ‘after which

Notwithstandi
istanding the fine weather expericuced from
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Jeddah to the Malabar Coast, the vessel appears to have
«madea great deal of water, pumping every three hours,
during fine weather, and cvery two hours in a strong

breeze.”

Beyond this pumping nothing happened until October
231d, when the vessel arrived in latitude 18° 30" N.
and 89° last Jongitude, when avariable wind was expe-
rienced, and a storm set in. Canvas was taken off
the vessel, and she was put under her three topsails, fore-
sails, and fore-topmast staysail.

About 11 A. 3. on the 24th October the vessel com-
meneed to labor heavily owing to the heavy sea running
at (he time, and five or six planks of the ship’s top side
under the main chains, starboard side started, and the sea
cume rushing in through the opening.

The pumps were kept constantly going by the erew, hut
they could not reduce the quantity of water in the hold.

The commander altered the course of the vessel to the
N. . for the Orissa Coast, and gave orders to have a
pumber of rafts constructed of topmast, studding sail
Booms, and other loose spars, and at noon of the 25th
October the vessel was run ashore near Manickputtee on

the Orissa Coast.

All hands took to the rafts, and 38 people succeeded in
reaching the shore alive ; the remainder 32 were drowned.

the survivors to Nursingputtee, where

The police took
, and they were sent to

every care was taken of them
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Cuttack by the Magistrate of Pooree, and thence (o
Calcutta by the Collector of Cuttacl. -

From these facts the Committee are of opinion that the
ship ZLicouderoga was not in a seaworthy condition when
she left Caleutta for Jeddah. Notuwithstanding the fine
weather experienced during the passage from Jeddah to the
Malabar Coast, she was making an extraordinary quan-
tity of water, having had to pump two or three times dur-
ing the day and two or three times through the night.

The commander, or Nacoda did not (in the opinion of
the Committee) act with diseretion in having taken in
additional cargo while on the Malabar Cuast.

The commander appears to have acted for the best in
shaping a course for the coast when he found the ship
was taking in a considerable quantity of water through
her topsides, and, as it appears from the evidence of the
first oflicerand the Nacoda passengers, the ship must
have sunk before they reached the Sandheads had the
commander continued that course.

The commander displayad some Jjudgment in preparing

rafts in order to save the lives of the crew. and passen-

gers, and when the vessel struck on the Orissa Coast, he
was one of the last to leave the ship. He w,

as unfor-
tunately drow.

ned in endeavouring Lo reach the shore,

The Committee would draw attention
lax class of vessels, a number of w

“to this particu-
hich are sailing out of
aworthy condition,
Such vessels are noy classed

Indian ports, more or less in an unse;
filled with Buitish subjeets,
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- here in Caleutia, but have a certifieate granted them by

the Surveyor for Lloyds’ Agency, or other Surveyor
who certifies o their fitness for the conveyance of cargo
to any port for the voyage or monsoon, and as this class
of vessels belonging to this (and other Indian ports) are
for the most part of no classification, and arc in many

instances stranded ships sold and repaived and purchased
by natives, sailing under British colors, the Committee
arc of opinion it would in a very great degree prevent
accidents of this nature if they were subjected to the
same rules and regulations which bind ships sailing cut of
ports in Great Britain.
Cuarres MILLer,
Magistrate of Police,

Southern Division, Caleutta.

B, J. BurLer, Captain,
Prosccutor of Pilots.

Trom Gout, of Bengal to Govl. of India in the
Maiine Departnent.

Caleulta, 11th December 1872,

I am directed fo submit, fov the consideration of ITis
Excellency the Governor-General in Council, a copy of
a ]‘-»cpnrt"ccorxlcd by the Committee appointed to in-
quire into the circumstances of the wreek of the Z%con-
deroga.

2. The Committee point out that ships are not classed
in India az in Bngland, but have only certifieates grant-
14
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ed them by the Surveyor of Lloyd’s ageney, who certi-
fies to their fitness for the conveyauce ol cargo to any
port for the voyage or monsoon, and they add that a
n'umher of these vessels arc constantly snilfnlg out of Yn-
dian ports in a more or less unseawvorthy condition filled
with British subjects.

3. The Licutenant-Governor thinks this absence of
a system of certificaling sea-going ships of the Indian
trade is clearly ablot. Under the Merchant Seaman’s
Act (I of 1859) masters, mates, provisions, water, &c.,
are certified, but noinquiry can be made into the unsea-
worthiness of the ship. His Honor is of opinion  thag
he should have periodical surveys, as in the case of
steam-vessels sailing under the British flag, or carrying
British (4. e., Indian or Luglish) erews, or ships \vhicﬁ
are not registered at Lloyds as Al, or whatey

vl er other
Ietters may be admissible with survey.

4. His Honor would solicit that the subjeet may be
considered when the Merchant Shipping  Act comes
before the legislature,

Trom Chamber of Commerce to Govl. of Bengad.
Calciutla, 31st December 1872,

. The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce have
had under consideration the subject of your letter No
4464 of the 11th instant, and they desire me to commu:
nicate the following reply for the iuformation of the
Honorable the Licutenant-Covernoy.

His Honor has submitted for the consideration of {he
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Governor Ceneral in Couneil a copy of a' report record-
od by the Committee appointed to inquire into the cir-
cumstances of the wreck of the ship * Ticonderoga.
After giving the facts connected with the loss of that
vessel the Committee state that in their opinion she was
not seaworthy when she left Caleutta for Jeddah ; and,
commenting on the gencrally unsatisfactory. condition
and character of a number of unclassified old and re-

paired vessels owned by natives, sailing out of Indian
ports under British colors, the Committee recommend
that they should be subjected to the same rules and regu-
lations which apply to ships sailing out of ports in Great
Britain, all of which they state are forced to obtain cer-
tificates of scaworthiness or classification at Lloyds. This
is, however, an errov, as it is not compulsory on British
ships to be elassed at Lloyds or to obtain a certificate of
seaworbhiness; this is quite optional andis simply for
purpose of insurance.

The Liculenant-Governor concurs in (his view of the
matter and considers {hat there should be a periodical
survey of such uncertificated or unclassified vessels.

The Committee of the Chamber are inclined to the
opinion expressed regarding the character of a - large
number of native owned vessels belonging to this port,
and would gladly see them brought under a strieter in-
speetion than would appear to be excreised at present,
and probably the proposed classification would result in
a large majority of such vessels being totally rejected
and condemned.

On the question of providing for the seaworthiness of
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native merchant vessels leavin
mitted for the Committec’s opinion—they direct
shale.tlmt the Act for the regulaiion of native )m'e Y
ger ships,” XII of 1870, amended by Act XIT olfnigsc“l:
amply meets it for such vessels as carry more than /.;l;
.]m.?sizngcrs, whether arriving at or saili'nv to an, ;v-rt i
I?rmsh India or elsewhere. Section 11 :peciully lnn» iy
dmf_..z fo'r survey and other sections containing {c:ﬂt:l-
fov infringoment of (he law. An extension :f thisl Xc-:
to all native passenger ships irrespective of num‘be‘r

of passengers mig} b, ommiltee think, be advantage-
I3 ght, the Committee thiy
' T . ¢ ady g

g this port—the point yyb.

The Committee apprehend it is not the object of Go-
\'c-n'uncutv to include in this compulsory survey ships
sailing }vnh cargo only, as even, if the vessels l,her}nsolv[es
are not ].nSul‘Ed, the cargoes they carry ave, as o rule .'“ d
cach office has its own surveyor to pn’)lect’xts iutencs’t; b

The marine officers of Government
sons to draw up a € test,”
beyond the knowledge of mere

are the fittest per-
of seaworthiness which is
antile men generally,

&y Yoo P

Lrom Gevt. of Bengal to Chamber of Commenrce

Calevlla, 5¢0 Lebruary 1873,

I am dirceted to acknowledge the
lotter of the 31s¢ December I§7°
nion of the Committee on the subie;
ness of merchant vess 1

reeeipt of your

> submitting the opi-

° t of the seaworthi-

els leaving the port of Caleutta.
With refer

2. Withreference to paragraph 6, I am o enquire

o
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whether the Committee are satisfied that the insurance
offices furni<h sufficient safeguards in the case of native
owned cargo vessels which are said to be very often old
and erank, and whether they believe that most of such
native owned vessels plying from Caleutta to the Mau-
ritiug, the Persian Gulf, and the Red Sea do really have
theircargoes insured.

Trom Chamber of Commerce to Govt. of Bengal,
Caleuita, 28th February 1873.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commeree desire
me to state in reply to your letter No. 592 of the 5th
instant, that insurance offices issue policy on cargoes
shipped on mative owned vessels if commanded and
officered by Turopeans ; and in such cases underwriters
satisfy themselves through their surveyors in the usual
way: but cargoes of vesscls sailing in charge of a Naco-
da or native commander are not generally talken by in-
surance offices in this city.

Light-houso on the Island of Minicoy.

The Tsland of Minicoy, situated midway between
the Laccadive and Maldive groups, and in a direct
line from Galle to Aden, was the scene of the wreck
of the Peninsular and Oriental Company’s Mail
Steamer ¢ Colombo” in November 1862. The
establishment of a light-house on the island was
proposed some time ago, and has been again urged
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Tpon the attention of the home Government, by
whom it has been submitted for an oxpressioh
of opinion by the authorities in this cou;xtry
The following papers treat more par(iculm'ly.
of the subject of lighting the coast near Cape
Comorin, the southern point of India, but they
also refer to the desirableness of placing a light on
Minicoy; in the establishment of \\}hichbvour
Coxfzmittce signified their conemrrence while re-
plying to the reference by the Government of
Bengal.

From Qovt. of Bengal to Chamber of Convmeree.
Caleutta, 12th November 1572,

Tam directed to forward herewith copy of a letter,
I.\In. 138, dated 19th October 1872, nnd}ls cncloﬂu'l"
hvuu? the Government of India in the Dcpm'hnmgt OI
Agriculture, Revenue anl Commerce, and to request
thAat you will be good enough to favor YL]|is Govern?n:;b
with an expression of your opinion regarding the pro-
posal to establisl g light-house on the IsTamd o(t" Mini:o‘;

T "
Ivo. 138, dated Simla, the 19¢] October 1872,

Lrom Gout, i 7 C
y . of Tndia, Depa rtment of Agriculture,
Reveniie and % /‘ o
vevenve and. Commerce, 1o Glovernment o Bengal.

Iam r]ir“;:tcd to f
2 orward the ace
despateh No. T4, dated 3lst e
tary of State to the Government of 3

panying copy of a
July lust, from the Seere-
adras (with en-
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closurcs), and to request that the Government of India
may be favored with the opinion of ITis Honor the
Licutenant-Governor as to whether it is advisable, in
! the interesis of trade and navigation between India and
Turope, to cstablish a light-house on Minicoy Island.

Eetract from lthe Proceedings of the Government of
India, in the Public Works Deportment,—No.
418B—C, dated Simla, the 16th Sept. 1872,

Read the following :—

No. 14, dated India Office, London, the 31st July 1872,

From the Seeretary of State jor India to the
Government of Madras.

On recciving the letter from your Government in the
Marine Department, dated the 16th of Tebruary last,
No. 4, on the subject of the relative class of lights to be
placed on Cape Comorin, and at or near the Crocodile
Rock, T referred the papers for the opinion of Comman-
der Taylor, whose letter of the 11th of A pril is enclosed,
with the chart marked in illustration of his views.

2. TIn compliance with your request that the question
might be submitted for the views of any other persons
competent to give a uscful opinion on the subject, I
caused the papers to be also forwarded to Mr. qukli.n,
Jate Superintendent of Marine at Madras, and Captain
Selby, formerly of the Indian Navy, whése letters, dated
the 3rd and 23rd of May, are herewith transmitted.
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3. I further consulted the Board of Trade on the
subject, and have in consequence been favored with
memorandum by Rear-Admiral Bedford, dated the 20th
of June, and a letter from the Trinity Board, written on
the 12th ins tant, of which I also enclose copies.

) 4. T trust that you will be enabled fo arrive at a
satislactory conclusion on the subjeet, and I request
that, while the question more immediately under notice
fmmcly, the lighting of the southern extr’emity of India,
is duly considered, the advantage, incidentally mcni
tioned by several of the writers, of ]’)k\cing

2 a, light-house
on the Island of Minicoy, may ot be ov 4

erlooked.

Dated Hastings, LEngland, the 11th April 1872,

7 7 7 ;
From 4. D. Taylor, Lsq., Pensioned Com

late Indian N £ o
ule i Nowy, lo~the Under-Secretary o
State for India. A

The correspondence which

you have done me (I
honor to forward, by dire N

ction of t retary of Sta
ff)r Tndia in Couneil, concerning (lx(al:clstzccilizf:xt;‘f Oftb(lfl'te'
light-houses nzar the sontl, point of Ingj  proves
my former assertion, that the general . syst i ligh
for India needs to be well considered hould ho o
sorry il my opinion were ¢ :
ation of what led me to form
Master Attendant of
viewed in all its
settled.

i, fully proves

T should be very
:fke" without due consider-
it and quite concur with the
Madeas that (his objeet shouid be

aspeets hefore the question is finally

e coasting trade of India may have undergone a
T R erg

4
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great change since my time, but sailing vessels still
traverse the seas, and it does not suffice to arrange
‘const lights merely to suit the ecaptains of steam liners
who double Cape Comorin. Captain MacCallum pro-
fesses to plead “ for all commanders of every ship and
steamer” passing that cape. My desire also is to benefit
the maritime public, and I shall be quite content to have
my proposals set aside, if unable to show reason for en-
tertaining them.

Firstly—T would lirush away a few fallacies appear-
ing in the correspondence, and hindering a clear view of
the question—

. The Master Attendant (in pavagraph 5 of letter,
29th November) says of the ¢ Crocodile,” * it
is only a danger o coasters,” and notices as a
curious fact that no ship was ever lost upon it.
The explanation of this is casy; ships give it a
very wide berth, although put to much incon~
venienee by so doing.

2. The Thalia frigate was not necar Cape Comorin,
but some five leagues to the castward, with
conical peak {marked on chart) bearing W 1S.
Ter captain reported her to have been 3% miles
from laiid, but bearings put her close in ; most
likely the haze caused them to over-estimate
her distance off.

3. Tvena first-class light cannot be scen 20 miles -

" from ship’s deck, unless elevatod 200 feet above
the sea, nor 26 miles (paragraph 12 «.:l lelter,

15
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29th November) unless over 300 feet in heighs,
Now the Madras excellent light, only 132 feet,
was not visible. from the poop of a large ship
that grounded on the Pulicat shoal, 18 miles
{rom Madras: but when the men went up
aloft to hand the sails, the brightness of the
light burst upon their sight.

4. The method (alluded to by Captain MacCallum)
of throwing a red line of light from Comorin
over the dangerous ¢ Crocodile” will not do for
so great a distance as 20 miles, even from a
light-house 200 feet high, Iazy weather
would reduce its range of visibility to less than
16 miles, which is the distance of the ¢ Croco-
dile” from the cape.

Secondly.—T would call attention to the following
atatements of the captains of the steam liners :

1. Captain Beyts writes of the dark stormy nights of
the south-west monsodn in making and round-
ing the cape.

Captain James passed it nine times at night be-
tween April and October, and always found
the weather so clear,

3. Caplain MacCallum says—¢ T always felt that
s
could Imake out the exact position of the eape,

the ‘Crocodile Rock would be a secondary
matter.”

This .InsL shows his thoughts to be set upon the ques-
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tion of rounding the cape from east to west; but the
principal bonefit of the light near the Crocodile will be
felt by vessels making: their landfall on this coast from
the west. !

Thirdly.—T would remark that in my judgment the
Master Attendant of Madras is quite right in his hint
(see paragraph 12 of his letter, 29th November) that the
principle adopted in guarding the dangers of the San-
tapillay rocks is wrong, and will have to be lemc_died
Dby placing a light on the reel (as engineers have done
under like circumstances off the coast of British Bur-
mal, and in Bombay Presidency on the Vingorla rocks),
at some future day of India's increased coasting trade
and prosperity.

Fourthly—Let me call attention to the linos drawn
on the chart (herewith returned) showing the approach
of steamers and sailing vessels from Europe. This gra-
phic method will expluin more than many pages of print.
Ifa cross bearing is so neccssary as M. Dalrymple
affirms (paragraph 6 of letter, 29th November), backed
up by Captains Day and James, perhaps they will
explain to the Madras Government how they could
obtain one when at night their ship bears due west (rom
the Crocodile. Tt isobvious that on that line of bearing,
and, indeed, on any line of approach {rom seaward, the
depth of water will show the distance off. T would sy
then to the captains of the coast Jiners, and to all mari-
ners, keep your. lead going when approaghing land.

Let a first class light

The sum of my advice is this:
: ) { there be no funds

De put up near the Crocodile, cven X
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left for a light on Comorin. When the Paumben or
other channel is half finished, there will be plenty of
time to put a good light also on the tip of the cape,
Considering what Mr. Dalrymple has said of the inac.
cessibility of Kota Islet, I cheerfully submit to his judg-
ment that Cadiapatam Point will do very well 5 there
the light will be always under ‘proper control, but it
must be a good one. If it be revolving, let that on the
cape be a fixed light, or vice versd.
Comprin should have a red light
necessity of a distinctive mark,

My suggestion that
> merely implied the

In conclusion, let me carnestly plend again for a light
on Minicoy Island, so long ago proposed, but so long
forthcoming, to mark the ocean highway between Aden
and Ceylon, a work for Imperial, Colonjal
Governments to carry out.

» and Indian
Although more thun ten
years have expired since I saw active service afloat,
and during that time the Indian coasting trade has been,
it is said, entirely revolutionized, yet the interests of
that trade demand that somebody (in the absence of any
official out there who thinks it his duty to do so). should
point out India’s wants in (he way of lights snd charts.
Returning the papers.

Dated Sunderland Terrace, Westbowne Park, London,
W., the 314 May 1872,

Lrom J. Franklin, Iy

late Superintendent of Marine,
Madras, lo the Under-Secretary of State SJor India,

T have the honor to acknowledge tl

1e receipt of your
letter of the —— ultimo, and

, in returning the papers
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and chart therewith sent, to offer the following remarks
on the proposals for lighting Cape Comorin, and some
site near the Crocodile Rock.

2. I will first dispose of the question ofa light on
oncof the islets, Kotah or Adumdah, which are very
conveniently situated for marking the pnsition‘of the
Crocodile, being only from 1} to 2 miles inside that
danger. But having deep water (9 to 11 fathoms) clos.e
to all round, the ocean swell- breaks on them, even in
fine weather, with great force, and during the south-
west monsoon, [ believe, they must be completely un-
approachable. I once passed very close to Kotah In
Pebruary, the current, with a light  south-cast air,
having set me much nearer than was intended ; the sca
was very smooth, yet it broke over the summit of t]:e
islet. Adumdah being two miles further east, 1 did
not at the time notice whether lthe 'sen broke - so
heavily ‘there, but I have no doubt it did. In factan
ocean swell rolls in ull along that pn'rt of the coust as flar
as Cape Comorin, and even the natives there ouly make

use of catamarans.

3. In corroboration of this opinion, T would ]l?int out
that Mr. Dalrymple, in the 20th paragraph of his lc;l-t-er
to the Madras Government, of the 29[1\,1‘70"embc.1' ]..: l],
No. 6946, states, that the Resident at Travancore, “;(;1
the Sircar Engincer, used every endeavour (o land on this
islet in October last, but utterly failed.

4. As the fine weather season on {hat coast may be

considered as cxtending from the widdle oi: Scl’-tc‘;-ll;j:.;:
the middle of April, it appears plain that” cither of the
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islets would be very unsuitable for a light sl‘ntinn, inas-
much as they would afford very imperfeet shelter for the
attendants, and would probably be for months cut off from
communication with the mainland. Tt is hardly necessary
to dilate on the serious aceidents that might oceur during

such period of isolation, should sickness break out among
the attendants, or some mishap take place to the light
itself, not remediable without the aid of askilled artificer.

5. Fortunately we have Kadiapatam Point, with an
clevation of 70 or 80 feet, a little less than 23 miles from
the Crocodile. A light on this point will, thercfore,
answer the purpose required of indicating the position of
the danger to vessels at a sufficient distance outside.

6. This being admitted, and two lights advocated, the
question to be decided is, whether a first class light sh:Il
be placed on Comorin and one of the fourth class on Kadia-
patam Point, or wice versd. The answer to this appears
obvious. A fourth class light on Kadiapatam Point would
be seen, according to weather, 7 to 10 miles outside the
danger, while one of the first class at Comorin, visible 3
or 4 miles (o the westward of it, would always enablea
commander to take cross bearings and satisfactorily deter-
mine the position of his ship ; whereas, with the first class
light near the Crocodile to show 15 to 17 miles outside of
it, which is unnecessary, and one on Comorin nob visible
from the danger itself, no cross bearings could, of course,
be taken within some miles ofit. T am therefore of opi-
nion that Cape Comorin should show the principal light.

7. But I think it would be very objectionable fo have
two white lights so near each other as 15 miles, I observe
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that Caplain Duncan MacCallum, commanding I!IC British
India ~team Navigation Company’s steamer Asin, recom-
mends that a red light should be placed on Comorin 3
but this is not advisable. Comorin is required to throw
its light furthest.

Now, the red colour intercepts the rays so materially
that even a first class light of this deseription would hardly
Dbe visible at the Crocodile. I therefore strongly advise
that the red light should be at Kadiapatam Poiat, whieh,
being under 3 miles from the danger, would always be
seen well outside of it.

Dated Howill Down, Bagland, the 23rd May 1872

From Captain W. B. Selby, Her Majesty’s lale
Indian Nuvy, to the Under-Secretary of Stale
Jor India.

In returning the papers and maps relating to the ques-
tion of lights, it is debated that it should be placed in
the vicinity of the ¢ Crocodile Rock” on  the soubhlcuasb'
of Malabar. I beg to inform you, for the informf\(lon of
the Sceretary of State for India, that the question re-
garding the « class of lights which should be 1:cspccu\'e-
Iy” placed at Cape Comorin and Kadiapatam Point, Kotah
Tslet is one I am unable to answer.

2, But having read the correspondence (m'wardcvd, I
can but fully endorse the opinions expre}sc(} by Com-
mander Taylor, late Indian Navy, that the light to ll.vc
placed on Cajie Comorin is secondary in importance t:) ‘ll—i
one which should be placed as near the Crocodile Rock’
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possible, for but little dependence can be placed on
soundings taken from merchant vessels, and at nieht,
ght.

8. Tor vessels navigating Gulf of Manaar, and run-
ning for west coast of Ceylon, a light on Cape Comorin
would doubtless be useful, A really good light on Ka-
diapatam Poiut, or Kotah Islet, if it can beD m:umnc:d
would give exceeding confidence to vessels runnin:u ,
and down the coast, and to steamers standing in T‘ro:K
Westward,  But, as I have said, Comm:mde:;' Taylor's
letter is so exhaustive that I have no neced o adduce
other arguments in favor of a first class light being
placed on Kotah Islet, or, if that is found too cxpensive,
or the islet itself too difficult of access in south~\vesl:
monsoon, on Kadiapatam Point,

Board of Trade, London, the 20th Junc 1572,
Memorandum hy—G-. A. Beprory, Rear-Admiral.

T observe that much stress is lajd upon the necessity
for guarding ships from Crocodile Rock, and for this
purpose it is thought expedient to place the better licht

g

of the two in question in the vicinity of that danger.
ger.

Either light, however, would more than suffice to ac-
complish this object, so far as lights ure capable of doing
it, which is only in a limited sense, for neither at Komlvn
Adumdab, nor at Kadiapatam would alight lead outsidt’:
Crocodile Rock, but merely give a :Tircction It is
therefore, morcin the eharacter of landfall and 'cnnstin‘"t
lights that the question is (o be regarded. N

L observe also thab the discussion has been somewhat
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narrowed by the desire to utilize a fourth order dioptric
light, which is disposable, and I may remark at onco
that at whichever position it may be decided to place it,
the reduction of its illuminating power by making it a
red light should-be avoided. It is quite proper fo illu-
minate both Cape Comorin and the vicinity of the Cro-
codile. :

A fourth order dioptric revolving white light of the
Dbest kind should be capable of being visible at a distance
of 17 miles, in an averago state of the atmosphere, pro-
vided it has sufficient clevation, while a first order fixed
dioptric light will scarcely be seen 20 miles off from the
deck of an ocean steamer, if the elevation of the light
does not exeeed 150 fect. There is consequently not
that great difference to make it of so much importance
where either light is placed.

Assuming a light to be on Minicoy (which seems
very desirable), then a light in the vicinity of Crocodile
Rock would occupy nearly a middle position ; and while
a good landfall light is required for ships coming from
the westward, a light on Cape Comorin is equally want-
ed for ships coming from Ceylon, and in the same degree
also for coasters these lights would relatively prove bene-
ficial,

The characteristics of the light near Crocodile Roclk
should mainly depend upon the disposition of lights
upon the coast between it and Allippey, a distanco of
about 110 miles. 1f, as is probable, the increase of the
steam coasting trade should induce the intervention of a

light, say at the salient point of Quilon, it would be de-
16
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sirable to make it a fixed light, to distinguish it from the
red light at Allippey, and we arrive ab the conclusion
that a revolving light would be best near the Crocodile,
and a fixed light at Cape Comorin; but if there be no
intention of placing a light at Quilon, then the reverse
arrangement at Crocodile Rocls and Comorin would be
preferable,

With respeet to the site of the light near Crocodile
Rock, it las been already shown that unless it be at the
rock itself, neither Kotah, Adumdah, nor Kadiapatam
would suffice to clear the danger without the indispensa~
ble precaution of a good cast of the lead, in addition to
the hearing of the light. The distance of the rock from
cither of these sites is sufficiently great to render its
estimation a too uncertain clement in the navigation ;

. but fortunately the soundings afford an cxccllentbcheck,
and any one getting his ship into danger for want of
availing himsel{ of it should be held inexcusable. It is,
however, a not unfrequent result that additional lights,
by encouraging a nearer approach to the dangers ;hey

are Vplacod to guard, lead to additional casualties when
not intelligently used. .

The cost of erecting a light on Crocodile Rock will
probably prevent its accomplishment, and although the
nearer to the danger the light is placed, the more :::ulily
its distance may,"as n rule, be estimated
be local objections to selecting Kotah in
Kadiapatam Point, which those ac
better able to decide,

, yet there may
preference to
(uaintod therewith are

With a light on Kadiapatam Doint, coasters familiar
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with the navigation would probably pass inside the
islands during favourable weather.

An accurate bearing of a sufficiently powerful light
on Cape Comorin would undoubtedly assist in avoiding
the Crocodile Rock ; but when it is remembered that
an error of half a point in the bearings represents a dis-
tance of more than 13 mile, the necessity for a wide
margin must be evident. The distance also of the rock
from Comorin is {oo great for trusting to a sector of red
light from the latter to clear the former.

In conclusion, I may repeat that other considerations
besides the guarding of Crocodile Rock must be looked
at in deciding which of the two lights in question should
be placed near that danger; and also that as both would
be bencficial as landfall lighis, it seems desirable that
neither should have a less elevation than 150 feet above
the sea level.  Probably the India Office would wish to
have the opinion of the L'rinity touse.

Trinity House, London, the 12th July 1872,

Trom R: Allen, Esq., Sceretary, to the dssistant
Secretary, Harbour Department, Board of Trade.

I am directed to acknowledge rcceipt of your letter
dated 26th ultimo, forwarding a communication, and ils
enclosures, received from the India Office, relative to the
cstablishment of lights at or ncar Crocodile Rock ofl
the Travancore coast and on Cape Comorin, together
with'a memorandum by Rear-Admiral Bedford upon the
subject, and requesting (he opinion of this Board thercon.
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In reply thereto, I am to inform you that the Elder
Brethren, having given careful consideration {o the whole
subject, are of opinion that a first order bright fixed light
should-be placed on the isle of Kotah, at an clevation of,
say, 200 feet. This light the Llder Brethren would
suggest should be supplemented by an auxiliary red light
to be shown from a window in the base of the fower,
visible, say five miles, and extending over an area from
three cables outside the Crocodile Rock to one cable to
the north-east of Adumdah Island. This arrange-
ment would cffectually cover those dangers in both direc-
tions, while the high fixed light would answer as a land-
fall and a departure light. If this proposal were carried
out, {he Llder Brethren conmsider that a fourth order
Dbright revolving light on Cape Comorin would be amply
suflicient for vessels trading (o the Gulf of Manaar.

I am also to state, with reference to the comparative
cost of a light-louse on Kotah Island or on Point Kadia-
ratam, that, in the opinion of this Board a smaller outlay
should not be allowed to weigh against the advantages
offered to navigation by the former position, as a light on
the latter, though it might point out (he danger would
not afford the means of clearing it, but might, in some
states of the weather lead ships into danger.

In conclusion, T am desired to add that, in the opinion
of the Elder Brethren, a light on the island of Minicoy
would be an immense advantage {o the rapidly increasing
trade between Europe and India.

OrRDER—Ordered, that a copy of this despateh be for-

warded to the Military (Marine) Department for infor-
mation and guidance,
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No. 6, dated Simla, the 2nd Oclober 1872,
Endorsed by the Marine Department.

Torwarded to {he Department of Agriculture, Reve-
nue and Commerce, with o request that the Go»:erumcn(; ]
of India in the Marine Dcpnrln?enr, may be llilfl?l'llle
whether it is advisable to iave a light-house at Minicoy.

Return requested.
From Clamber of Commerece lo Govl. of Bengal.
Calculta, 3rd December 1872.

The Committee of the Chamber of ()ommercti desire
me o acknowledge the receipt of your letter I\.o. 3]92~S.
of 12th ultimo, and to state, in rcpl'_v, that in tuiu
opinion there cannot be a doubt that a light-house on :Ixc
Island of Minicoy would be of great advantage ;o 1;
large and increasing trade Vil (1.|e Suez C:\;;a ,dm:)f
they hope that the !'ecommc“dﬂllu?.Of the vo.m‘ ‘
Prade will influence the early decision of Government
in placing a fixst class light on that Island.
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The matters veferred to in the following
graphs are of more or loss interest o the Chbamber
lnnd are recorded as part of the subjects whicI;
1ave come under the Committec
the half-year,

para-

5 .
s notice during

Rovised Rules pro
posed by the Port Commissionen,
and the Mastor-Attendant, ssomers

From G 7
v Govt. of Bengal to Chamber of Comumerce.

Calcutta, 18th December 1872,

Tam directed to forward, for
Chamber of Commerce, copy of
f:[?:’“,?;v:“m(EM of India, together with o copy of the
) ﬂplpm]‘(;f;le{llzL]cn:\nt-Govomm' has submitted with it
of ”‘r ? Lm.t Government.  If ghe Government
. .v“ oves of them, and the Chamber do not
propose any further alterations, they will be published.

the information of the
aletter this day addressed

T BerNme:
om Government of Bengal to Gove

” : riment o
Iudia, Marine Department. /

Celeutia, 184, December 1872,

In continunati £ my Iott 3, dated { 8

™ ation of my Iogtey

o : 'V lebter No. 8163, da e 18
October 1872, I um direoted to submit {o Jt‘l f]\’ Dn)](‘l
o " b 5101 the favora
\.I:V.C; ”u.“' ;1,‘.:;‘1 10 comsideration  anq order of Ill!s/
one encloswre, % Excellency the  Govoy Y G al
- h 'y fovernor-General

in Council, co
the Por oy > Cpy of a lettert )
¢ Port Improvement, Commissioners, proposi rom
» Proposing  certain
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alterabions in the Port Rules, which the collision of tho
Khedive and dral shewed to be required.

2, The committec appointed to inquive into the cir-
cumstances abtending the collision between  the Khedive
and Aral recommonded that Assistant avbowr Masters
and Pilots should be warned that they will be held
strictly vesponsible for accidents which oceur if they
take their steamers down ab a greater speed than is
absolutely necessary to keep them under command when
permitted to turn in the same manner as that in which
the Peninsular and Oviental steamers and those of the
Messageries Maritimes ave permibted 5 and they express-
ed an opinion that a rule, which is attached to their
report, issued by the Commissioners had a iderable
clement of safety in it, but that ib would be an improve-
ment if imperative orders were issued thal no vessel
should drop down past the Peninsular and Oriental Com-
pany’s or the Messageries Marvitimes' wharves within two
howrs of the time appointed for the departure of the
steamers of those companies.

3. The Master-Attendant and the Porl Commissioners
were, upon  this recommendation, requested to submit
a rule to be ineluded in the Port Rules and Running
Pilob Rules. This they have now done. On a reconsi-
deration of the subject, the Commissioners have arrived
ab the conclusion that in many cases it would be 2 vexa-
tious restriction on the movements of vessels within the
porb to skop all their movements for two hours previous
to the time appointed for the departure of the Peninsular
and Oriental Company's and Messagerics Maritimes’

steamers,  Hence that portion of the recommendation of
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the co'ml.nitlee has not been adopted ; but {he P,
Commissioners  and  the I\'I’nster-Attcn)dnnb hav w
commended instead a prohibition on vessels being ﬂ;le i
to p‘lis Dbelow the India General Steam Nnviwnbaio?\ (OTWCd
}:;:‘I;}]:f;?,ﬁn;]m'e‘)b-ude whilst the Assisln:t Ha\'b(;l:;
R g 15 Hlying on board any of the ¥
steamers belonging either to the IZ;Zinzl:I.a?uzfr‘]‘glECIJ?OHEH:
ggmprfny or the Messageries Maritimes, The 1“[’)‘0;2
m(rlmssuumrs h?ve also recommended {hat the rafe of
:]]:‘:C"mtoefl ] i,‘wo mﬁ]es an hour over the ground or through
o [0‘;‘. m‘o\v allowed to steamers should be incl‘cas:\l
K iles, on the ground that
is not suffi
command,

a speed of two miles
S on s
clen:

6 in most cases to Lkeep vessels under

4 T am to add that the Lie
proves of the proposed alior:
Port, Rules, and solicity ]
of India to them,

utenant-Governor ap-
ations and additions to the
he sanction of {he Government

5, A copy of the revised rules,

is Honor, is herewith forwarded, ey altored LY

No. 45403,

Copy of this Jetter

‘ er, together with 5 ¢
pxo,s e_d mlc.s, forwarded uto the le:toc-o ];y o “““P"t”‘
Iml\‘g_m, With the intimation that i tho Gopenmmt it
ncia approve of the rules

> s and nothing fupihey ;

th}fy will be published. He is ye :;1 “;'J;Cl g
when the Khedive wiy b s et

! e back, 1 )
. trial of the Pilot and Harbom'm;l:s;e';d o freange for the
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Reviged Rules as proposed by the Porl Commissioners
and the Officiating Master-A ttendant.

3. No vessel shall steam, sail, or to be towed up on
the flood or down on the ebb within the port without
the special pormission of the Commissioners ; and in
cases where sueh permission is granted, the officers in
charge shall be held strietly responsible for accidents
which may oceur in consequence of their taking the
vessels up or down aba greater speed than is absolutely
necessary in order to keep them under command; and
in every case where such permission is granted, the speed
of the vessel shall not exceed four miles an hour
through the water.

4. No vessel shall steam, sail, or be towed up on the
ebb or down on the flood within the port at a speed
greater than four miles an howr over the ground.

5. Vesscls may ab all times drop up or down the port
with their anchors on the ground. Steamers of the
Peninsular and Oriental Company or of the Messageries
Maritimes, and any other vessels specially permitted to
starb with the cbb, are prohibited from the turning oub
from their moorings while vessels are dropping down
the reach, but the Deputy Conservator and ITarbour
Master shall, as far as possible, prevent vessels from
dropping down ab the time the Peninsular and Oriental
Company’s steamers and M essageries Maritimes® steamers
are ahout to turn and proceed down the reach. Pilobs
and  Assistant Harbowr Masters  having  charge of
outward-hound vesscls ave forbidden o pass below the
India General Steam Navigalion Company’s Jjebty on

17
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an cbb-tide whilst the Assistant Harbour Master’s flag is
fying on board any of the outward steamers belonging
cither to the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation
Company or Messageries Maritimes, and he is not to
commence dropping the vessel again until the steamer
has turned and proceeded fairly down the reach.

6. Vesscls entering the port at neap-tides during the
freshes are permitted to come up ab slack water ata
speed not exceeding four miles an hour over the ground.
7. River steamers and tug steamers having no vessels’
in tow are permitted to move up ‘on the flood or down
on the ebb at their own risk, and at a speed sufficient to
keep the vessels under command, but in no case shall

the speed exceed four miles an howr through the water.

From Chamber of Commerce to Gont. of DBengal,
Caleutta, 2nd January 1873.

Inveply to your letter No. 4542 of 18th ultimo (receiv-
cd on the 30th), T am directed by the Commitice of the
Chamber to say that the revised rules proposed by the
Port Commissioners and the Officiating Master Attendant
appear to be well considered and judicious amendments,
and the Committee have onl y to add that while a proper
regulation has heen suggested with regard to vessels
dropping down the river with the view to avoid collision
with the steamers of {he Peninsular and Oriental Com-
pany and Messageries Maritimes there is
provision in respect, of vessels
limits of the port, There is

no similar
proceeding up within the
as much chance of accident in
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the latler as in the former case, and the Committee hope
that the regulation may he so worded as to embrace
both,

Tolographio Mossages.— Packing Systom.”

From Chamber of Commerce to Government of ]'n(]u{,
Home Department.

Caleutta, 30th January 1873,

Under instructions from the Committee of the Clxal)]?)el~
of Commerce, I have the honor to submit ic folIO\Ymg
representation and to request you will oblige by bring-
ing it under the notice of His Excellency the Governor-
G(::‘neml in Council.

The Gazelte of India of 1Sth Decoember 1868, Noti-
fication No. 1009, page 1834, published exbl‘acts}rnm the
International Telegraph Convention signed at Vienna b:y
the Delegates of all the coxvml‘ries in Kurope and Asia
in which there were telegraphs worked by the State :
and the attention of the public in India was drawn to
the rules laid down in certain specified articles of the

convention.

By Article 32 a minimn}m charge was ndop't';cd jppl;
cable to messages not exceeding 20 words, h“[: it L\.\ 2; (s
ihe same time provided thab Tc]cgm])h' x\drmn; m (1):)\1:]
o‘ut of Tourope were authorised to  admib '“.l-jg-nu mlh,‘,m
lines messages of 10 wordsat & reduced taviff, the ; 2 a]
ol 20 word:s heing maintained for the transit of such

messages in Europe.

BT
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Sul ¢
8 quently on a representation of the ¢ in

terested in the lines to Tndin via the Red Sea and vid
Russia a Commission held at Berne decided Lo revert t;
20 words as the minimum chargeable length of messago ;
and the Government Telegraph Gazette ofbllth Decm;xTwet
1871 announced the abolition of the previous min‘imun;
of 10 words for foreign messages, and  thab the rates for
tclcgn.tms from India to Great Britain Dy all routes would
]’cf uniform on a basis of a minimum charee for 20 words,
with effect from the 10th December ]S'il.b "

That alteration has remained undis arbed o the
ained undisturh
. hed up to ¢

The raising of the limit to 20 words had the offect of
developing a system which, under the torm of « mck‘i;m V!
enabled Reuter’s and other similar agencies to uln(lcrt:\?',e
the transmission of abbreviated cozc messages from t];u
public at a seale of charges which, in the afrrrr;fmte Targe-
]){ covered the Government minimum C:tc For f:]l;) rbni-
aium length, or 42 Rs. for 20 words,

The 'Comm'ittce of the Chamber helicve they are
correct in stating that the agency of Reuter’s Compatiy
bas now a complete monopoly of this « packing” system ;
and the result of the monopoly is that the p:évious rm;
of charge has been materially raised I

e
f\\( ?n-]c the agenqyfnlhcrcd to a moderate tariff, yielding
a fair veburn for their enterprise, the commerci"ﬂ publiz
and the community generally were content to abide D;
the arrangements which  admibted of o

N . shor! s
being transmitted at Orb messages

a cost considerably less than the
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 Government minimum rate: but since the 1sb instant

the tariff has been o highly raised as to greatly . check
that free use of the telegraph which is essential to com-
mereial operations. .

On this ground the Committec of the Chamber of
Commerce desive to submit for the consideration of the
Government of India whether some amendment of the
existing rogulations may not be infroduced 5o as to aflord
the public the means of employing the telegraph more
frequently ab rates which, in comparison with Reuter’s
extravagant seale, would induce a considerable and re-
munerative business to Government.

Reuter’s agent in Caleutta charges according to the
following scale for a message of 2 words Rs. 12 8 0
1500
1780
2000
2180
2300
24 80
2600
2780

280

»

S o wT oo W

and for cvery additional word
As an illustration of the “ packing” system, take the
first 5 ibems, Which shew thab for 5 separale shorb mes-

sages nob exceeding 20 words in all Reuter charges

Rs. 86-8, whilst the Government charges him as for acon-
solidated message of 20 words Rs. 42. Reuter runs the

> N § - >
Jisk of course of having only 1 short message say of 2

words for which he charges Rs. 12-8, the transmission
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of which will he chatged for by Go

vernment as for 20
words Rs, 42

5 but by the monopoly he has contrived to
establish all short messages must obviously go through his
ageney, as no one would pay the Government Rs. 42 for
a message of 10 words, when he can get the same servieo
done by Reuter for Rs, 27-8 ; and so on,

The Commitice ave not aware to what extent and in
what respects the Government of India may be bound
by the procecdings of the Convention, but they hope
suflicient. latitude is permitted which would enable the
local administration to meet the suggestion now made,
The Telegraph Department would doubtless be in a
position to advise the Government whether the Chamber's
recommendation is admissible,

and  whether it would e
in the interest of Grov

ernment to give cffect to it.

From Government of India, Public Worlks

Depart-
ment, lo Chaiber of Commerce.

Calentta, 2517, Lebruary 1873.
T am  divected to acknowledge  the
your letber dated 306h ultimo, to the
vernment of Tndia in the Home Depa
ting remarks on Reutor's new
messages and  eng
India  cannot
messages.

2.

receipt  of
addvess of the Go-
rtment, communica-
taviff for packc_ﬂ telegraphic
viring  whether the Government of
amend  the oxisting taviff of foreign

Tnxeply T am divected to forward for the information
of the Chamber, the correspondence*
marginaily noted, from which it will
be scen that the subject of « pack-
ing” telegraph messages is still under

# Proceedingsfor A

1872, Nos. 1 4o 1

Troceedings for Jy
1573, Nos. 88 &
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consideration, and that the CGovernment of India has
already suggested a return to the 10 word unit, and the
alves o !
possibility of reducing the cost of telegrams by t‘ln, “S(i
Dy the Government Telegraph Department of registered
addresses.

8. The correspondence now forwarded is for the in-
formation of the Chamber only, and is not to be “pub-
lished.

i i orcial
vhing Vessels in the River by the Commerc:
Roperting Code of Signals.

From Chamber of Commeree to Govt. of Bengal.
Caleutla, 9th April 1873.

By i?obiﬁca&ioll No. 17, dated 6th Dccembcr' 1869, the
Gm"emor-chcml in Council directed that, in qrdor no.
hromote the cxclusive use of the Commercial Code ot'
1" in Her Mojesty’s Indian possessions, the use of
Signals in Her Mojesty’s * , the vse of
‘d?\\-n'thb’s Code of Signals should be discontinued in al
1Am*Ls- of Tndia from the st July 1870, and that on and

ig 1 be made or answered
“ after that date no signals would

from Clovernment stations on shore or by He}' Majesty j
s‘h‘ »s at sea except by means of the Commereial Code of
ips ab sea es 3

Signals.

Tt would appear however that thal ordcr‘ has notb bcc(r[l
fully observed, for up to the present time inward- Dlll]l;
y ycls 'usinrv’l'['u'ry:\tL‘s signals have heon reported by
vessels g Ma

hat Co it authority under which the order
that Code, though the auth t; . X .

Tias been relaxed in that respeet canno
Chamber,
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With regard to oulward-bound vessels however the
order s been attended to; and in all instances Where
the movements of vessels have not been reported in the
Telegraph Gazette the omission has been caused by their
own negleet to hoist the Commercial Code Signals, or by
having no such signals to hoist. - g o

This neglect and its necessary consequences have been
the occasion of a recent reference to the Chamber, and
I am instructed by the Committee to submit the subject
for the consideration of Government.

In superseding the Code of Signals which had been so
long familiar to the British merchant service, the object
of IMer Majesty’s Government was that all nations should
agree touse one distinctive seb of flags for commercial
purposes, and thus complete a mode of universal commu~
nication ; and the notification of the Government of
India was intended to assist in carrying out that object.

Bubit is obvious thab the end in view cannot be attain-
ed so long as the present system is continued, under which
a not inconsiderable proportion of the shipping visiting
the port of Caleutta is permitted to be rcpm‘bead inwnr(;-
]}f by signals the use of which it is specially desired to
discontinue, and which suffers vessels to Iez-u*e the port
and river without shewing any signals at all.

In the case of vessels entering the Hooghly for the
Jirst time, the commanders of which are pel’?mps ignorant
of the Government order, it is reasonable and . )1:) )mj to
relax the rule, but with regard to vessels ]e:winfvI Cwllcut[w,
there ean'be no difficulty : commanders shoulz b; mz\d‘c
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fully acquainted with the order, and if they fail to fur-
nish themsclves with the Commereial Code Signals whilo
in port their detention should be the resulting penalty,
pilots being peremptorily ordered not to pass a signalling
station unless the ship hoists her number or name accord-
ing to that Code.

The indifference of a master whether his ship is report-
ed or not is no reason why he should not comply with an
order the observance of which may be of material conse-
quence to others, the charge of whose property is in his
hands ; (it would not be difticult to illustrate how very
seriously shippers of cargo in such a vessel might be
alfected by such neglect ;) and in the general interests
of commerce he should be compelled to discharge obliga-
tions which may be fairly claimed from him.

The Government order does nob malke if conpulsory o
exhibit the Commercial Code signals ; it merely forbids
the reporting of vessels that do nob shew them : probably
it is considered doubtful whether the Government can
force a vessel to carry or hoist them ; but the Committee.
of the Chamber apprehend that Government has the
power to withhold pilotage services from any vessel thab
refuses to comply with orders issued in the interests of
the trade of the port. .

No mplg/. has been reccived to this leltere
Regulations for oxhibiting Stoxm Signals.

* From Chamber of Commerce to Govt. of Bengal.
Calcutta, 17th March 1873.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce desire
© 18

A




y
%

138

me to express the satisfaction with which they notic
tl.le regulations for exhibiting storm signals by da 'uuel
night, for the information of the shipping in the r)i,v‘er B
xm'tl the order which forbids pilots to ;roceed beyand’
Diamond Harbour or put to sea from Saugor in the event
of the probable approach of a Cyclone.

. Tlfe Committes believe that with proper observance of
the signals and obedience of the order just issued mari-

ners will escapo disasters similar to those which oceurred
last year.

NOTICE TO MARINERS.

. The Notificatiod dated Tebruary 22nd, 1878, and pub-
lxslle in the Gazette of the 5th of March 1?57’3 onpthe
subject of storm signals, is hereby cancelled ‘and the
following Notification is published instead of it’:—

thsn there is bad weather in the Bay of Bengul, the
fo]]ow.mg signals will be hoisted at the Flag Sm?f' ,near
the Light-house on Saugor Island 3'at Mud I':oiut 5 at the
Tlag Staff, Diamond Harbour, near 1

Station ; the Telegraph

ation. at the Flag Staff near the Government Dock-
yard, Kidderpore, and on the roof of the Sailors’ Home—
. Duriye um Day.

Bad weather Signal.— A single cone indi ates that bad
singly
o sle cone C:

Warning Signal.—A back double cone indicates that a

cyclone is probable, as a cyclonic vortes is bels
i 1 Bn;-, ¥ ¢ vortex is believed to be

When this sign

al is up Pilots will not put to sea,
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anless in their judgment the local ‘weather  symptoms
are such that this course is not imprudent; and unless
{lie Master, concurring in this opinion, distinctly takes
upon himself the responsibility of going to sea, and
gives the Pilot a writing to that effect.

Danger Signal.—A black drum indicates that a ey~
clone is approaching, a vortex having been formed.
When this signal is hoisted, Masters or Pilots in charge

* of vessels are forbidden to put to sea from Saugor, or
* proceed dow from Diamond Harbour, and should malce

1

their vessels as gnug and secure as possible.

At Nicur.
The following signals only will be used :—
Warning Signal.—Three lights in a triangle, cyclone
probable. .
Danger Signal.—Tour lights in a square, cyclone
approaching.
The following rules for the guidance of Running Dilots
are also published for general information :—
Ruwe 28A or Tie RuLns ror THE GUIPANCE OF RuN-
NING PILOTS.

Rule 98 4.—When the warning signal, as described in
he Notification of the 12th April 1873, is hoisted on
the Flag Stafl at Saugor Tsland near the Light-house,
orat Mud Point, officers in pilotage charge of vessels
will not put to sea, unlese in l.lleirjudgm'ent Lb.e local
weather symptoms are such that this course 1sleob impru-
dent; and unless the Master, conourring in twis opiuion,
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distinetly talkes upon himself the responsibility of going
to sea, and gives the Pilot a writing to that cffect. ;

Rule 23B.—When the danger signal as described in -

the Notification of the 12th April 1873, is hoisted on

the Flag Staff at Saugor Island near the Light-house, or

ab Mud-Point, officers in pilebage charge of 3essels 5|)'1ll‘

not put to sea, but should make the vens;els under th‘eir

charge assnug and sceure as possible; nor should the:

pm}rccud below Diamond Harbour when a black drum ?’s
“hoisted at the Flag Staff near the Custom House.
A. Baxer, Caplain,

Deputy Master-A ttendunt, in charge.

Trado betwoon India and the Port of Odessa.

Fy ! Y

I:)lmz Govt. of India, Department of Agriculture,

Atevenue and Commerce, to Chamber of Commenrce.
Culeutla, 27th Januvary 1873,

] 1 :\Tn directed to 'forward, for information and for any
lf?nlmlﬁs the Olfamh@r may wish to make, copy of a letter
vom Her Majesty’s Consul General at Odessa, dated

the 22nd November last, j
the : ast, on the subject ¥ v
India and that port. I

From Ier Majesty's Consul General to Govern-
ment of India, Foreign Department.

Odessa, 22nd November 1872.

T have had the pleasure of receiving your letter of the
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215t September in which you have asked me, on the parb
of His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General
of India for information relative to the trade which has
rocently sprung up between India and this port through
the Suez Canal, and of the prospects of thab trade, and
1 will now endeavour to xeply to your inquiries.

Tarly in March 1871 two ships of the Russian Steam
Navigation Company (which is subsidised by the Go-
vernment) were despatched from this port as an ex-
periment, to the Indian Seas—one, ~the ¢ Nakhi-
moff,” termed a Steam Transport, nominally of 8,200
tons burthen, was directed to Bombay, the other, the
«Tchikatchofl,” also a Steam Transport of 3,600. tons
nominally, to China. They took from this ouly coals
as there is absolutely no merchandisc suited to the
markets of India or China to send from this country.
These vessels retwrned in May and July respectively
with cargoes, that, from Bombay bringing 4,539 bales
of Cotbon and 520 packages of Rice, Coffee, Gum, and
Pepper for Odessa after discharging on her way 1,958
Jales of Cotton for the Mediterranean. The < Ichikat-
choff” brought 34,425 chests of China Tea, nearly all
these goods on arrival here were forwarded on to the

north.

The freight gained on these return cargoes, especially
on that from China, was understood to have heen remu-
nerating as such, and the trial, 1 believe, would have
heen deemed successful had thero been any goods to
send on the oubtward voyage. To carry coals from this

to one or bwo coaling stations on the way could never
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be an advantageous mode of provisioning whilst the
coal is derived in a great measure from England—so
that the outward voyage was a dead loss in the enter-
prise. The articles of exportation from this consist
chiefly of Grains, Flour, Oil, Seeds, Wool, Tallow,
Hemp, Flax and Hides, none of which would be suit~
able, as cargoes for the Indian Seas so that the difticulty
ab the very outset of the enterprise appears to be, for
the persent, insurmountable.

Tn the course of this year, however, the ¢ Nakhimoff”

has made two more voyages to Bombay and the Tchi-

katchoff,” one to China whilst a third vessel, the
“Rossia” was directed from England to China.

The “ Nakhimoff” on her two relmrn voyages has
Drought the following merchandise to this port, namely

O‘n 12th March 1872, 6,204 bales of Cotlon after
leaving on the way 625 bales for the Mediterrancan,

On the 16th July 1872,

2,050 bales of Cotton. 1282 5:4
100 i CPELE
casks of Cocoanut Oil. I 1
62 cases of Gi I
cases of Ginger. wEE 23
AZ e s
70 cases of Cloves. }E e} "’; ';:’ ; o
o = 2
62 cases of Guun. EnST28
; ! o &
22 cases of Golinga, B, S8 E
4 S2=254
13 cases of Sundries, JEE Solm S

The “ Tehikatchoff” and « Rossia

i " 0 i
respectively 87,329 and 25,928 pouent rom Otina

chests of Tea, and an
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Tnglish vessel the ¢ Danube” arvived in Seplember
direct from China with 1,300 tons of Tea, and 16 bales
of Silk, which details, as far as they rclate to Russian
vessels, have been obtained with difficulty, as the Russian
Company is jealous of any inquiry into their affairs,
Almost all the above goods received here, were, like the
preceding ones, destined for the north from whence
proceed the orders for iheir purchase in the cast.

Tt was hoped that by sending the vessels of the Com-
pany to England with Grain, &ec., and thence with car- -
goes for the Tndian Seas, the disadvantage the trade la-

+ bours under in consequence of their being nothing to ship

divect either to India or China from this port, would
have been overcome, but I am told thai in the trial
made this year, the result was not satisfactory, owing
to freights in England being low.

With respect to the consumption of Indian produce
in this country, as the direct trade is of such recent
date, litble" can Lo .positively stated. The country had
previously been supplied with what it required of
such articles from England by sea or through Germany,
and I find from returns for the years 1858—60, and for
1864 (the latest Ican procure) the value or qualitics
given of several articles of importation of common
production in India, for the entire consumption of this
country, which I will put down in the subjoined table,
premising however, thab probably few of {he goods
referred to were of Indian origin :
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Table of some Imports into Russic,

From Bng.
land direet.

Jr— Trom Persia, Cen- | Quality or val
RUGLES Tl Aagort | el o sl of Tiports

rom all countries,

Cotton in 1864 .| £25 From 1855.60,) |1 N
on in 180 £200,000 |15 00 boms ”J [From 155860, 42,000 e,

Indigo v s wf W BOLGOO L L L, ,‘,lnlsﬂi, 12,335
Tea 4 | w 217,000 [ 1,175,500 worth
Silk o, . . 2,000 we el g 1860, 613 ewl,
Coffee 4 o | 5 2,20,000 w1864 4,45,280
! » 1864, 145,200 ,,
Raw Sugar in)| Quantity
1564 i 5 | very small, R 10,73,700
- Rice in 1861 " 50,000
il 4000,
Spices, (Pepper,
Ginger, Pin.
onto, &) s S 12,000

Gum Olibanum (used as incense) two or three kinds
of incense are largely conswned in Russia,’

) Al‘urmenc and Golinga Root—imported in small quan-
tities,

Opium—Consumption in Russia quite insignificant
and only for medical purposes.

tI‘he grealer part of the cotbon mentioned in the fore-
going table was of American growth,

The whole of the cotton m.
Rusﬁxa was valued by Mr. Mitchell at £12 millions
sterling for the year 1864, about 250,000 persons of both
sexes were employed in the cotton mills before the Ame-

anufacturing industry of
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rican war, and some 750,000 more were supposed to be
engaged in the villages of the country in spinning,
weaving and printing cotton, In the provinees of St.
Petersburgh, Moscow and Vrandemir there were sixty
cotton mills working 1,500,000 spindles, and it is rea-
sonable to suppose that since then the consumption of
cotton may have been on the increase in Russin when-
ever a full supply of the article was procurable in conse-
quence of the success which has attended the establish-
ment of native manufactures and the high appreciation
they have obtained in the opinion of foreigners a suc-
cess which, whilst the present protective measures are
continued, can scarcely fail of producing a farther
development of that Dbranch of industry which is at
present only in its infancy.

The importations of cotton direct from India to this
port have, I believe, been principally or entirely for one
firm. at Moscow, - but an opening for the trade through
this place having been found, 1 doubtnot the advan-
tages this route possesses over any other will gradually
attract gencral attention, and that in time the country
will be largely supplied with the productions of India
through. Odessa, though in commerce as in every thing
else progress in Russia is very slow, and commercial
enterprise ab- a very low figure; I am told that as a rule
the actual importations into this country may be taken
as-the measure of the demand or conswmption since only
just what is scemingly required for home use is over
brought from abroad which shows how little the spirit
of enterprise or speculation is astir and the greab manu-
facturers being likewise the importers of the. produce
they consume, the trade even inan article like colton

passes through fow hands.
19
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T cannot, learn that the Indigo you mention has been
Ianded here.  Possibly it has been smuggled or sent via
Germany which route scems to offer some advantages
over this for illicit trade.

The Tea produced in India, and of which samples have
been brought to this country, is not liked. Its strength
is not appreciated in the absence of a betber flavour and
the cost is considered too high.

The. direct trade which has been opened with India
by Russian vessels cannot be termed o success ; but it is
understood to be partly supported by a subsidy or milage
which the Government grants as an encouragement to or
means of forcing a trade forward under the Russian
flag. In this way it may of course be maintained so long
as the sacrifice is made, but if left to itself such a trade
must come to nought. Should the Russinn Company
however withdraw from it, the importations from India
would no doubt be taken up by English ships and
sleumers would be pretty sure of finding cargoes for
Western Burope at this port ab most seasons, but parti-
cularly in autumn, There is however one chance in favor
of the continuance of the direct trade to and from India
in Russian shipping, and that is the development of coal
fields in the country of the Don, and it is hoped that
the produce may become an export of considerable con-
sequence to countries in the cireuit of the Mediter-
xancan and possibly even to the Indian Scas,

I must apologise for this very imperfect sketeh. In
the impossibility of obtaining on the spot all the in-
formation I required, I addressed myself to a gentleman
ab Moscow for some details which would have rendered
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this account more complete, but his answer does not.
come and I will not longer delay my reply to your letter.

P. S—Tt strikes me that Odessa would be a very
favourable point ab which to establish a depdt of Indian
produce—particularly of Cotton, Indigo, am.l Ceylon
Coffee, but.no English house of commerce has existed h'erc
since the Crimean War. I should be very happy to give
you any further information should you desire it as far as
it is procurable.

From Chamber of Commerce to Govl. of India,
Department of Agriculture, Revenue and Commerce.

Caleutta, 25tk February 1878.

I am directed by the Committee to ack}low]edg_e the
receipt of your letter No. 12 of the 27th ulf.'lmo,,forward-
ing copy of a communication from Her Majesty’s Cousl.xl
General at Odessa on the subject of trade between India
and that port, and to inform you that the papers have
been circulated to the members of the Chamber who
have,expressed great interest in them.

Rosin from
¢ on the Dhanwa Gum a}ze‘l Ral
Hopor tho Central Provinces. )

From Govt of India, Depariment of Agriculture,
Revenue and Commerce, to Cliamber of Commerce.

T am directed to send you the accompanying spccin?cnsp .ol‘
Dlm;an\ ‘Gam and Ral Resin received from the Central Pro-
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vinces, and to request that you will be good cnough to faver
this department with the opinion of the Chamber on their
marketable value,

From Chamber of Commerce to Govt. of Indiu

Depar! ¢ Kz X " !

partment of Agriculture, Revenue and Com-
merce.

Caleutta, 28h September 1872,
1 ‘lm.vc now the pleasure to send copy of a report upon the
specimens of Gums, Resin and Lac referred to in your sovoral
s N 7 y
lettors Nos. 527 of 25th April, 778 of Gth July, 908 of 2nd
August, and 1020 of 24th August. )

Rerorr.

Sample No. 1—labelled Ral (Resin)—is a very pure specimen

of Gum Dammar, being free from dross, dust, ‘and other forcign
matter,  This Gum-resin (for so it should be ealled, the tel?m
g||1|1 applied to it Leing a misnomer, as it docs n:yb dissolve
in water) is af present in great demand, owing to a paucity of
stocks f‘“d the near approach of the Doorga ‘}’oojnh {esti}:'nl
when it is burned by the Hindoos before their idols. It tll,
produce of Chloroxylon Dupada. Of the scvcml.s *cixcs OT'
Dammar that find their way fo this market, (,h‘is SE;I ls i

::‘:‘;L‘Iytlllke what comes from Orissa, uqnn’ntity cf;vhiz:\:z
s0ld not long ago at Rs. zar [y
ol o e 73t To. 55 pr v et
P Sam];;lf Ao 2—labelled Dhanwa Gum—is desoribed {o us as
]::]x:xo . O?boﬂ:n It{ is very m\}cll mixed with bark and consists
: of garbles 5 such o quality would be almost wnsaleabl

its nominal valuo being Re. I to 1-8 per bazar maund e
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Sample No. 3—labelled Chironjee, botanical - riame, Buchana-
ma latifolin, called “pecar” or “peeal” in Hindustani, has no
specific term applied to it in the bazar, It sclls in small quan-
fities under the general name of « Gum”, and is valued at Rs. &
per bazar maund, .

Sample No. 4—labelled Dowra, botanieal name Conocarpus
Intifolia, is also described to us as Gum Babool, and is worth
Rs. 2 per bazar maund. .

Sample No. 5—Ilabelled Kurria, botanical name Sterculia
urens, is Gum Kuteera, and has a close resemblance to Gum
Tragacanth. It is taken in the morning by the natives here,
sonked in water, as a cooler, - It is applied to the same uses
as Tragacanth, being chiefly employed in stiffening crapes.
This is & picked sumple, but we doubt if alarge lot of such a
superior quality could be offered. Tt is in good demand for the
American market. Its value is Rs. 7-8 per bazar mannd.

Sample No. 6—labelled Moheen, botanical name Oodina
Woodier, is stated to be an inferior deseription of Gum Kuteera
and valued at Bs. 4-8 to Rs. 5 por bazar maund.

Sample No. 7—labelled Lak, Sticklac, procured from the"
Ticus Relegiosa (Pepul) and TFicus Tndica (Bur) is unfor-
o much bruised Lo fetch the fall value of pure lac,
which this sample appears to be. If the incrustations were
ate, such a sample ought to be worth T 2%
As it is, we should not value it at over

tunately to

in an unbroken st
per bazar maund.
Ts. 14 per bazar maund.

Dotanical name Zizyphus flox-
or the produce of five, 7. ¢,
Re. 1 to 1§ per bazar

Sample No. 8—labelled Seemli,
nosa is here termed Pancheathaly,
Tt is nominally worth

of several trees.
maund, but is unsaleable.
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None of the above Gums, except Kateera, could be readily placed
in this market. They were at one time in much request, but have
ceased to be so since the manuficture of Chappalis or printed
cloths have been in a great measure discontinued in Caleutta,
owing to their being printed much betier in England. Sticklac
and Gum Dammar are in great searcity here and would sell
immediately ot remunerative prices, provided Stickla were
imported in large picces.

From Qovernment of Indi, Department of Agri-
culture, Revenue and Commerce, to Chamber of
Comnerce.

Caleutta, 11th February 1873.

With reference to your letter dated 28th September

1872, T am directed to forward, for the information of the
Chamber of Commeree, copy of a despatch from Her

Majesty’s Secretary of State for TIndia, No. 19, dated 31st .

December 1872, and of Dr. Forbes Waison’s Memorandum
summarizing the results of the examinations made in Eng-
land to ascertain the valuc of Gums and Resins received
from the North-Western Provinces, the Central Provinces,
Burmah, and Hydrabad.

No. 19.
From Her Majesty's Secretary of State for India,
to the Government of India.

Indic Office, London, 31st December 1872.

T have received and considered in Council Your Ex-
cellency’s despatch, dated August 19th (No. 18) 1872,
requesting that reports on the market-value of gums and
vesins from  the North-West Provinces and Hydrabad
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may be obfained ; and forwm-dix']g specimens, lugetll'lc:l'
with reports on the annual quantity that can be supplie
{rom cach province. -

2. The gums and resins reforred to in Yo\ui Excellen-
cy’s despateh have been submiited for v:tluatu?n to wa)
Dbrokers and two gum merchants ; and I hurewntl'l trfms-
mit a summary of the results of ﬂxcir exallllurttl?x[s,
together with a report upon the subject by Dr. Forbes.
Watson. '

The gums and resins alluded to in !ctter No. 18, In'dm{
Revenue, Forests Department (1872), have been received

as follows :— ¢ Simli” gum of zizyphus
{ Seauosa.

“TLac” from jious religiosa
and fious Indica.

“Dhawa” gum.

“PDhammar of Shorex 70-

Fron e N. W. Proviners

TFron raE CENTRAL PROVINCE:

busta.
Dhowra gum of Conocar-
pus lati folia.
«Mohin” gum of Oodina
Wodier.
Frow Hypnipin =*9 Chironji gum of Suchana-
) nia latifolia.
« Karrai” gum of Stereu-
lia, wrens.
“ Thingan” resin of Hopea
J odorata. 5
i 3 ) om.
«Pingyoo” turpentine fr
TFrox Brizisu Bunria )

Pinus  Khasyana  and
Pinus Massoniand.
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These have been submitted for valuation to fwo brokers
and two gum merchants, the result of whose cxamination
are summarized below :

Samrrrs, Broker, No. 1. Broxrn, No, 2. Mrnen
“ Bimli

No.3. MERCHANINo 4,

w bic Ambicdnk
Zizyplus feziosa  picking jon  forior, at 3
Noitu-Weston — valuc, cnt.
Drosinces.

n- Very duk, dirty, Black, dark,
er - and - Dblockty,  quife wase
wdly pay bl
and

“ av | Infalor gum Ambic gl

Convcaipus lati- "~ Aralic, diossy 4225 , 30 per

ol i ek, " at 15 25 por ot Iuble, at 10 cont insolable

d, wt. por et of e, at 15
owt.

sty LowTiagewth Ticacantl, Hogy, Tiaga. Tragacanth
Steren 7 Ilog, luge, at

-t wrens, |, or Hog partly cantll, at 50 imsolublo,
Hydrabad insoluble, " at 43 pr it

o Molin” - Gum Arabic Aubi

2 Tog gy, Similar to Chi- Muciliginous
Odina Toiir,  Kind,too low  mixed. 5" 35 romjibutmore  with viscid
Tydiabad, for this mar-  to'30 par e, pv.at10to  insolublo

ket wh. mattor, littlo

o1 no value.

veshizonil" Inforior gum Trmcanth and Inforior Acact Similar to Mo-
Buckunama ta. " Avaby

T D Ambicmixed, type faitly so- - Diu, das on

i fydras usoluble and  qarke,al B3 pet Jobte ot Sy and with morc

bad, foul, 0625 per et 20 per et bk,
o

T . TO0Jow for this Avadicor ghatty Tower kind of SimiTar fo
Contral "Pro-  market duls, inferior, " a
nces,

“ Downa,’ *howia,” but
3 atis'perewt. 6 per ok, moe dark;
unsaleable.
opibingan” - Low sty co- Dammar mid- Low soft copl Copal similar to-
Hopew oigrata,  pal would mot dling,  sanil esembling Lisbon copal
Dritish Bumy,  pay charges, Jalo 06 25 to common Man-  at 30 to 10 por
30 perent. i ont.

illa, at 20 por
cwt,

“sap Loweiustyeopsl Coml xesinows Weal: fienble  Copal similiy fo

S ipuste,  wouldnot pay  drossy ut 15 seqin, atoper  Manilla copal
o agos. o civt. cit, at1s

per vt

R i, SmAll dusty ab Dusty mived ot Fair colonr, mo.

Tiom ficus veli- 40 pex owk, er o, dum quality

giost and feus AL70 per ewt.
ndica,

Small dusty palo
£ 70 Lo 80 'por
wh.

By reforence to these reports it w
Simli gum obtained from Zisphus fleauosa is of such darle
color and inferior quality as not to he saleable in {his market
ab aprice to pay {reight and charges, The «Dhaya®

ill be noted that the
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gum from the Central Provinces obtained but a l.iLLle bet-
téer report, and it may be presumed that this quality would
not pay for export.

The remaining gums, “Dowra” ﬁ:om Conof:arp.tfs Zf’ti—
folia, Mohin from “ Oodina Wodier,” and Chironji 'ﬁom
AB(w/lmzania latifolia, may all be accepted as representing a
low class of Arabic gum, and as.such may be compj"u'e(l
in price with that g in this market. Broker No. 2 mfesi
these three above-named kinds at from 22-6 to 30 per ewt ;
the market price of Turkey gum Jedr(la at the snt;w rjt'ﬁu
heing about 25s. per ewt. Hence it will be seen tlit 1 e
“Dowra,” Mohin, and Chironji gums #nt fot' repo\'v may
De entered as equal in price “and quality to Turkey gum
Jedda.

If the price quoted by the Officiating I.)c]mty CL.)userva—
tor of Torests at Hydrabad as that for Dowra ,r;;;un,
namely, £14 por ton, be accepted as the zformal mtrlz, : :’Zl;
* from £10 and upwards remains to pay freight a.ud cl un; :
and secure a_ profit upon consignmcnts.& to} this 'cou;x 13-
This is the conelusion which the reports justify us mf o):n
ing. Tt is worthy of notice that these samples o .gu:r:
:u': not so good as they mi,ghlli I:f'wo b‘clv.‘lr;,ﬂij:gﬂzl:;xl;c;m

en oxcrcised in their collect fon. ples o
s T oo ne o erton

itself i ject also to sel N d
g[““; :::ilg\\: sf‘l‘v];;):ci‘he white pieces \voulrl.misc the \Tnlue
Of 1]~ latter. The market value, it may fairly be presuat-
id t\:'((lmflld ]J‘c augmented considerably by the gum being
d, woul

leancr picked, and the Dbrowner portion scparated from
cleaner , 1

r ing exported.
the whiter, the Jatter only heing 0

L

i
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The Karrai gum, obtained from Stereulia urens, helongs
to a different class, namely, - that a low Tragacanth, '|:d
the sample sent is valued at from 30 to 45 pctxl' owt. "l‘his
again would be inereased in value if picked over, and the
brown picees excluded. The pale gum  thus left would
probably approximate more nearly to the price of Hogg:
’l‘r::gnc:m(h, of which the present value is about 70:1:’1-
ewt.

The two resins are of a very low quality, and that of
the Sal Skorea robusta would scarcely -pay io export to this
country. The Thingan from Ilopea odorata is small and
valued at from 20 to 40 per ewt. Its neavest allics in the
London market aro common Manilla and Lisbon copal
the value of which respectively are about 28 and 87 )e:
ewt.  The market value of this resin in British Bumtalx
is stated (despatch No. 20 of 1872) to he about 4d per
Ib. If so, it would be wuseless o send it to this comxtr‘; to

;;?ln{ybctc with Manilla copal, 8¢, and Lishon copal at 4d

“Lac” is so well known in the market as not to call for
any special remarks, except that the present sample is va-
’l:wd b): Ll.lc brokers at 40, and the morchants at 70 per cwt.
The principal objection urged against it is that of its hein,
“small and dusty.” ¢

The crude turpentine from British Burmah has been very
favorably reported wpon. Tt is the produce of Pinus K ha-
syana and Pinus Massoniana, the market rate beine about
4d per 1b. in Bwmah. The reports of the two El“mﬁ to
which the sample was submitted for valuation are No ‘5 :
“We have submitled the erude twrpentine to 1he tr:fndc;
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and have their report to the effect that it appears to be of
very fuir quality. Weo estimate the market value would be
from £12 to £14 per ton.” No. 6 “have carefully exa-
mined the sample of rough or crude turpentine and found
the quality to be fine and cqual to any ever imported from
the United States, where the distillation for this market
and that of the continent (Bordeaux excepted) is carried
on ; erude has ceased to be an article of import. Thero
was nob any in 1872, 1871, 1870, or 1869 whereas twenty
years ago it was o great trade 3 the nominal value of sam-
ple before us would be 135 64 per ewt.

Manifestly, if the value in Burmah of this turpentine is
about 4d por Ib, or 37 per ewt., and its value here is only
from 12s to 1dsper cwb, it would be far hetter to rely
upon home consumption.

The only gums, therefore, which could De sent to this
country with any chance of profit or success (in so far as
the present reports help us to an opinion) are gums of the
Acacia kind, and probably also the Tragacanth. Resins of
the copal kind, as shown by Mr. Broughton (No. 794, 30th
June 1868), would have to compete in this market with
the hest copals, and therefore could havdly realise remune-
rative prices. It would be well if samples of other good
soluble gums were sent over for report, taking into account
what has already been suggested as to picking it more

arcfully so as to exclude the fragments of bark, and sort-
ing from it the darker picees, The gums of Acacia Arabi-

ca, Acacia catecht, Feronia Blephantum, and Azadirackta
n be had in quantity,

Indica, if clean and pale, and ca
should he valued, for which purpose 101bs of cach would
suffice. Mixed gumns containing picces differing in solubility
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gr mcludm.g bark and other foreign substances, should not
e placed in competition with the cleancr and more Tomo-
genous gum Arabices of the London market.

Torpos Wars
The 16th December 1872. Hson:

No. 262 to 265. . .

TCurpy forwarded for information and guidance to the
I\'. W. Provinces, Chief Commissioner of the Central Pro-
vinees, and Resident at Hydrabad, British Burmah.

By order of the Governor-General in Couneil,
Drrarmaest or Acricurrunr,
Revesve axp Comerc ;
Fornsns)

) (Sd.) J. GroGuneAN,
Dated the 11tk February 1873, -

Under Seey. to
Govt. of India.

Roport on samplos of Gums and Resing from Mysoro.
Trom Government of India, Department of Agri-

culture, Revenu
¢ and Commerce, {
2y Lo Cher 4
Commerce. ’ e ot

Caleutta, 204, November 1872,
"The Chief Commissio
. ssioner of Mysore havi

- . § aving reported that I
sent 10Is of cach of the Gums and Resing noted i‘:
Babul Gum, Dindiga Gum, RaLDuPJ' :}: ;nl(ginﬁ e, S
- “ommerce, (Y
I am duccl?d to request that the Government of T -
be favored with an opinion as to {licir

* Sticklac, Bile Dupa, Kare

ndia may
market value,
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Notes on Gums procurable in Mysore and Coory.

(1) “Sticklac”—This dye is produced in all the three divi-
sions of Mysore, but chiefly in that of Nundidroog. It is obtained
from the incrustations. made by an insect on the branches of
soveral kinds of trees, chiefly on the ¢ Valica Laccifera.”
The lac inscet thrives well in Mysore, and might by cultivation
e raised to any extent on trees growing on barren soil which
would otherwise yield no return,

The price of this kind in Bangalore varies from Bs. 7 to
Rs. 8% per maund of 24 Ibs.

No data exists for estimating the quantity 7 ble an-
nually, as this product is collected in so many places by several
petty contractors, but the supply in the provinco is large and

in the event of a brisk demand for it arising would no doubt

e considerably increased.

(2) “Bile Dupa” ¢ Kare Dupa,” are, the Conservator
statos, the produce of the Vaterea Indica, o tree very abundant”
in pats of the Nuggur District of Mysore. At present there

* Bile Dupa . Re.7 0 o is mo regular trado in this

Kare Dupa wow % 8 0 oum, The specimens® were
procured in Bangalore nt Rs. 7 and Rs. 4-8 per maund. Should
the gumbo approved and tho rates for which it may ho sold
in Tuarope communicated, endeavours will be made to stimulate
1he supply.

Doctor Oswald, the Superintendent of the Mysore Muscum,
thus speaks of the first kind “ Bile Dapa.”

«Tis color varics from light-green to light-yellow resembling
«pmber and it is very hard. Tt is used asa fragrant resin
in tomples and is tho product of the Vatevia Indica a tree very
abundant in tho western jungles of Mysore, and could I believo

be procured in Jarge quantitics.”
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Regavding the “Bile Dupa” the following notice is given
of it in Colonel Yule's Marco Lolo(vol. ii page 332) :—

“ Vaterie Indice producing the Iudian Copal or gum Anime
“of the Tnglish muket. The northern limit of this appears
“to be North Canara, but it is now exported from Bombay
“and might have been from Tana. It is the Chlorozylon
“Dupada of Buchanan, and I imagine the Dupz or Incense
“Trec of Rheedi (Hort. Malet [V). The, Hindus use it as
“incense, sometimes forming it into fragrant tapers. Garcias
“thinks it is the Cancanum of the ancients. It is used asa
“substitute for piteh, and is probably the thus with which Joseph
“of Cranganor says the Indian vossels are payed.”

If, Colonel Sankey observes, this gum Anime be as is pre-
suned, of value in Buropo thero is an abundant supply now
procurable from the fine old avenues in Nuggur planted as is
geuerally understood in the time of Shwapa Naik, and will be
very much greater in future, s the Superintendent of Nuggur
(Major Hay) has bad young plants of the splendid «Doopute”
from which this gam is derived, planted along a great number
of the new and old roads.

¢ Kurri Doopa.”—Doctor Oswald says is the product of the
Canarium Strictum and not the Vatoria~Indica as stated by
Captain Vansomeron. Tt is a very hard resin with a blackish
vitreous fracture. Mr. Broughton considers that it offers littlo
chanco of usefulness in Barope as many better resing can bo
obtained in the market at o less price. It furnishes the  Black
Dammer” wsed in India as hottling wax, de.

(8.)—Babul gum (from the Acacia Arabies) called in Canareso
Jali M""‘”f' This tree is stated by the Conservator of Forosts to
be very abundant throughout the country, and much prized
by the ryots on account of its timber, aud allowed to grow over

159 .-,~
their ficlds as its light foliage does the crops but little if any
harm, and that although the supply is but small at present,
it cotld e very largely incrcased were an active demand for it
to arise.

Tho gum costs at Bangalore from Rs. 6 to Rs. 8 per maund
of 24 lbs.

Doctor Oswald writes thus, Babul is the product of the
Acacia Arabica which grows abundantly all over the country,
often in vory strong soil and in Black Cotton soil where other
trees will mot grow (as at Huwmihur). It is commonly met
with in the bazar and is used in all our hospitals as a substi-
tfute for “Gum Arabic,” but it is inferior to that imported
from England which is the product of tho Acacia Vera whose
habital is Arabia and Egypt. Thero is a fine specimen in the
Mysore Musewmn from Hurrihar, where the ireo is abundant ;
itis of a pale straw color, and has been carefully collected.
Another specimen in the Museum from Toomkoor is of a dwrk
color from impurities, as met with in the bazar, it shows ovi-
denco of being earelessly coliected. Doctor Oswald considers
that with greater care in its collection, the quality could bo
much improved.

« Dindega Gum® the produce of the bono Carpus Latifo-
Tia solls in Bangalore at Tis. 4 to 5 per maund of 24 lbs, and
difficult to procure in a pure state, but the source of supply
tho troe being reported by the Conservator of

is very large, or of
tions of all three of the divisions

Torests very abundant in por!
of Mysore,

Doctor Oswald considers this Gum inferior to “Babul Gum.”

5. Ral.—Says the Conservator is produced on the Shoria
TRobasta in Coorg, and as the demand for it is small, very little
is done in the way of colleeting it, althongh the tree is commun
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in the South Coorg jungles, Doctor Oswald statcs that he hus
no specimen of this gum resin in®the Museum and has never
himself scen any—but that O'Shaugh says it itates
the “ Damaer” of the Bengal bazar, that Biddom says this: tree
the “Shoca Robusta” does not grow in the South of the Madras
DPresidency, and that the supply obtainable from Coorg must in
his opinion be too limited to be of much usc.

Regarding Zal (Shovea Robusta) the Chief Commissionor pre-
sumes with Doctor Oswald that the supply of it must be very
limited, *

Doctor Balfour in his “Timber trees of Tndia” observes that
tho tree is said to grow in the Palghat (query Balaghat) moun-
tains and to a limited extent on the West Coast, Colonel Sankey
observes that ho never heard of the Ral in this part of India,
and that if Captain Vansomeren the Conservator be correct, jts
propogation as a timber treo, quite apart from the production
of gum, would bo most valuable, and that as regards Dindiga
(Conocarpus Latifolin) gum the only notico he finds of it in
Buchanaw’s Mysore, is in speaking of the Bangalore market in Y

A, D. 1800, where he observes (vol. 1 page 142) “The Dindeega 1

“gum might be had to the extent of two or three hundred . ]
“maunds or from 4850 Ios to 7275 Bs a year.

The tree is no doubt found widely spread in the Provineo
as noted by Captain Vonsomeron especially in the Konkanhully
Jjungles.

Doctor Oswald in concluding his remarks—from which extracts
have been given above—thus writes ;— .

T wish to take this opportunity of bringing to notice tho
“tallow known as “Gamboge Butter,” and which I helieve
“would prove of considerable commercial value, "
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K The Gamboge tree grows extensively in Mysore, and a large
«supply could be obtained. The tallow is obtained from tho
« soeds of the Gamboge tree by boiling, and is used by the poorest
«classes in cooking, it would bo likely to prove valuable for
«Tubricating purposes—some years ago Isent a cooly load of it
«down to the Agent of the Madias Railway Company for trial
< as Jubricant, and it was well reported on, but the uncertainty
«of the supply prevented any demand for it.

«With the special Forest Agency which now exists however
« perhaps a supply could be more easily obtained.

Chamber of Commerce to Govt. of India, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Revenue and Commerce.

Culeutla, 10th February 1873.

T am dirccted by the Committee of the Chamber &f Com-
merce to acknowledge the receipt of your lotter No. lSMlof
90th November last, and the samples of Gums and  Resing
from the Chicf Commissioner of Mysore, and to forward the
amnesed copy of report upon them.

Rorort.

1. Sample of Stick Lac.—This is what Mossrs. Howard Bro-
thers of Mirzapore, the wellknown manufacturers of Shellae
and Lac Dye, say about it :—

«Wo have fested the small muster of Madms'Ln‘c and we
« gonsider its value to be about 30 Rs. por m‘a\md in ﬂw*,p,wl.
«sont, stato of the market. The tlf:scrll)tloll of lac to “mﬁ h
« this sample belongs is 1ot gathered in other p‘m'ts‘ of In:(én
«until October, and it would be useful for the Government to

“ enquire whether this W

as not gathered before duo time as on
21
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“account of the scantiness and poor quality of the dye colour
“we faney it was not allowed to come to maturity. It would
* produce Shellac of a « Red Livery” quality.”

The sample seems to mo to be of very imperfectly formed:

Stick Lac, in consequence of ‘which Messes, Howard Brothers have
given the above comparatively low quotation. Fally matured
Jac would I approhend be worth now 4 to 5-Ris. per bazar
maund above that quotation. But it must be borne in mind:
that present prices of Stick Lac are exceptionally high owing to
the small outturn of last October gathering ; and a conti-
nuance' of these cannot I should think bo reckoned upon, nor
do I think is a trade in the article with this présidency likely
to be developed as. the prime cost of the sample in Mysorc
is ag much as Rs. 20 per bazar maund (sce letter from the Go-
vernment) and. the cost of carriage to this would inerease that
cost considerably.  Besides Madras is the natural outlet for
the produce of that part of India and not Caleutta,

2. Bili Dupe.~This is known in our bazar as “ Kutehe
Karpa,” and would be sold at Rs. 6 per bazar maund, whereas

the prime cost is Rs. 24 per bazar maund. Tt is used as
incense.

3 Hurri Dupu—called in the bazar Ruzzun? of inferior

quality 5 prico Rs, 4 to 5 per bazar maund.  Prime cost Rs. 15-6-
per bazar maund,

4. Babool gum—known in the
is inferior,
cost Rs, 24,

bazar as “ Guath,” quality
and is worth say Rs.'4 per bazar maund against

5. Dindiga gum—native name Gunth; price Rs, 6 to 7
per bazar maund against prime cost Rs, 15-G,
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6. Ral or Indian demmer—native name ¢ Rujjun.” The
sample cm‘xsisLs of two qualities, the daker being worth Rs. 9
10 10, and the lighter say Bs. 13 to 14 por bazar m:u}nd ;'I
understz‘;]d thero is at prosent but o small supply of this arti-
«cle in the market.

Tt is ovident from the prices quoted above that unless ]th:
samples can be Inid down here at very much Ics:.a dtha.nu :vh ;"x“
they appear to cost, therods no chanee of a tl;n 'c 11 o
springing up. I believe similar samples can be obtained
our own prosidency, but I do not know at what cost.

1 know this is o most meagre report, but as the d:spsl'nliy
between our prices and prime cost is so great and renders us;n-
ness in the articles impossible it seems to me unnccessary to

«enlarge upon the subject.

Production of Boos-wax in India.

Trom Department of Agriculture, Revenue and Com-
meree, to Chamber of Commerce.

T enclose a letter from Mr. I T F.ocrstrfrfo‘f Ifizxzpc;::
a town in Rhenish Prussia, sohcltmg' in; o}m];l 101 " on
;Dl'miu points conneeted with Il'lc prf)ducuou of Bees-was
in Tndia and its value as an article of commerce.

1 in.any of the points

If you could give us informa(i(.n ;
noticeﬁ 1 should fecl vry much obliged.
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Trom Chamber of Commerce to Department of
Agriculture, Revenue and Commerce.

ur note of 30th April has not escaped attention, and
Thave now the pleaswre to place at your disposal & memo-
randum on Bees-wax which I hope will be aceeptable to
your correspondent Mr. Foerster; whose letter of 23rd
March T herewith return, as also sample by Dak Banghy.

Norr ox INpiaN Brrps-wax.

General remarks.—This staple of Indian trade is a
commodity of great importance in the Bastern Archip
Jago. Tts supply caunot however keep pace with its rapid-
Iy increasing demand, the main cause of deficiency being
the absence of even an atiempt at the domestication or
cultivation of Bees. There ave no apiaries in this country
and the Wax is sought after by the natives in dense Jungles
and hilly tracts. The colloction of Wax is carried out
after a primitive fashion, and one that is quite subversive
of its continued production (the Bees being destroyed by
smoke) and without any regard whatever being paid to the
seasonableness or otherwise of the period of collection.
Small quantities are thus got together and sold to the
traders i a raw state. The later clars [y it Dy boiling
and skimming, and mould it chiefly into flat round
cakes o fow inches thick and forward it to the nearest,
marts or centres of trade in the district. These centres of
trade which are the several sources of supply of this city,
the peculiarities of the Wax obtained thence and other
details relating to it, are shewn in the annexed table,
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exhibiting the comparative prices of several years fol-
low :—

Prices of Beos-wax ruling in the months and years
noted below :—

1867 January Rs. 52 to 56 July Rs. 60 {o 63,

1868 do. ,, 75,80 do. , 70

1869 do. ,, 70,73 do. , 45, 50.
1870 do.  ,, 50,55  do. ,, 54, 60,
1871 do.  ,, 58,.60 do. ,, 6O, 65.

1872 do.  ,, 67,70
Local Consumption.—The local consumption of Bees-wax
in Bengal is chiefly due to the manufacture of wax cloth
. and candles which latter are largely burned at Hindoo
festivals. The ornamentation of the numerous Hindoo
idols 1o i iderable quantity, as also the neat
toys representing trees, folinge, fruit, birds and other
objects of nature, which are exposed for sale at. the princi-
val Hindoo and Mahomedan festivals and galas.

Laport.—The principal destination of wax exported from

Caleutta is the Island of Java where it goes cither direet

or vid Singapore. At Samnmng and Souraboya there

are numberless manufactories where Bees-wax is employed

: in printing the national article of dress termed Sarangs”.
Wooden stamps arc dipped into a mixture of wax and

paint and variegated impressions made with them on cotton

cloths.  Bees-wax is exported to China from here as well

as Singapore and is wrought into candles which aro

burned before the idols of the Chinese ; it is also used

for the preservation of a certain kind of medicine. by
encasing it with wax. .

Aunnual exports of Bees-wax are shewn in the accompanying table =
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Samples.—The (7) seven samples of the various des—
criptions of Bees-wax, which accompany this note, are
classified under 3 heads, the Dasce (Zemindaree) and
m being scparately classed and numbered 1 and 2
respeetively, and all the remaining samples grouped to-
gether as representing the qualities produced generally
in all the remaining sources of supply.

Vegetable Wex—No vegetable wax is known here as an
arlicle of trade but some of it is said to be imported’ from
Cauttack.

Andaman wild-plantain fibre.

From Government of India, Department of Agricul-

ture, Revenue and Commerce fo Chamber of

Commerce. .
Simle, 9th September 1872.

I am directed to forward herewith 8 cwts. of the’

Andaman  wild-plantain fibre, and to request that you
will be good enough to move the Chamber to favor the
Government of India with an opinion on its marketable
value. |

Trom Chamber of Commerce to Government of
India, Department of Agriculture, Revenue and
Commerce.

Culeulla, 22nd January 1873.

In reply to your letier No. 236 of the 9(h September T
beg to inform you that the Andaman wild-plantain fibre
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is reporied to be “weak and harsh and suitable only for
paper-making or any coarse purposes; demand for it
would he uncertain, so itis hardly possible to fix a “market-
able value,” but probably at about 2 Rupces per bazar
maund it would find a sale in the present market.

From Chamber of Commerce to Government of India,
Department of Agriculture, Revenue and Commeree.

Calewtta, 25th January 1873.

In continuation of my letter of the 22nd instant, I have
to inform you that in order to {est the value of the Anda-
man plantain fibre as a malerial for the manufacture of
paper—for which purpose alone it appears to De at all suited,
—T have sent the entire quantity received from you to the
Bally Paper mills, the Managers having undertaken to
convert the fibre and to report the result of the experiment.

From Chamber of Commerce to Government of Indi;
Department of Agriculture, Revenue and Comancrce.

Caleutta, Tth February 1873.

Tn continuation of my letter dated the 25th of last
month, I beg to hand you a specimen of paper made from
the plantain fibre, and the following remarks by the
Managers of the Borneo Mills.

& Referring to the sample of Andaman isle grown fibre,
cxperiment upon as & paper-y akiug
that we have so donc, and cn-
o from it with a slight admix-
We consider that the stufl’ i good,

22

sent to us by you to
fibre, we beg to inform you

close a sample of paper mad
ture of Sunn-hemp.
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when mixed with a stronger fibre.  We consider that it
will be worth to us about €8 per ton delivered in Caleutta
and are prepared {o take 50 tons a month at that rate.” ’

Andaman pinc-apple fbre.

Trom Superintendent, Port Blair and Nicobars, to
Chamber of Commerce.

I have the honor to advise despnlci) Dy this opportunity
of 11b 3 oz of Pine-apple fibre in a parcel to your address.

?. The cost of manufacture per Ib. is a little over 2 Rs.
\\‘lnclt may however be reduced if the manufacture of the
fibre is undertaken {o any large extent.

3. I shall be glad to learn the market value of this
fibre.

Lrrom Chamber of Commerce, to Superintendent of
: Port Blair and Nicobars.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce desive me
to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 567 of the
10th 'ilfsfant, and to thank you for the opportunity of
;‘.xf\mmmg the sample of pine-apple fibre which you have
been good enough to place at their disposal. '

Before the Committee can answer your inquiry however
as lo the value the fibre would rc:’\lisc in tlxis‘xmr]- t, it
would he convenient to learn the cost of the nr(.lic];ci.f" ‘i(.
were prepared on a scale sufficiently large to admit of
a reasonable quantity being sent 1)0]‘0“\"“1] ?he view of ils
Leing fairly tested in the produce market, the cost of pre-

i,
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puing a small oxperimental sample being obviously no

adequate guide.

Tn the meantime the Committee will exhibit the sample
you have sent and endeavour to gather information regard-
ing its adaptability to the manufacture of textile fabrics
and the value it is likely to command _in the London
market and its fair cquivalent in Caleutta.

From Superintendent, Port Blair and Nicobars, to
Chamber of Commerce.

T have the honor to acknowledge the reeeipt of your
letter dated the 28th June last, and fo inform you that I
Tope, during next dry scason, to be able to manufacture a
considerable quantity of the pine-apple fibre, when I shall
ot fail to send a further supply to the Chamber of Com-
meree with full details of cost and the quantity which the
Scttlement would be likely to produce.

ZFrom Chamber of Commerce to Superintendent of
Port Blair and Nicobars.

iamber of Commerce have been
0. 930 of 11th instant on the
and they desire me to inform
v ton of that article
provided they

The Committee of the Cl
favored with your letter N
subjeet of Pinc-apple fibre,
you that a firm Tere is willing to shi)
in order to ascertal
can get it at 2 shillings per

in its veal market price
1. less shipping expenscs.

The Committee are aware that the offer is about half of
the rate mentioned in yowr Jetter of 10th June, but it may
De in your power to prepare @ Jarge quantity at the re-
duced figure.
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Lrom Superintendent of Port Blair to Chamber of
Commerce.

. Referring to-your letter of the 30th ultimo, I'have the
honor to inform you that owing to the ur :

the Settlement fc f bour nati o entsof
t il forlabour on veclamation and eultivation pro-
jeets, it is not in my power at present to do more in the
matter of manufactures and proparation of fibres than is
necossary to prove the exact value of the articles which
(flxesc l?lzmds may ultimately be in a position to produce
in considerable quantities. )

W!mn sufficient land has been cleared to provide flie po-
p?ﬂnt.xou with food, & considerable proportion of our C(I:u-
victs might no doubt then be profitably cmployed in the
malm.ﬁw'hu'c of fibres, oils and other articlos of .commer‘cc
meanwhile T am quite wnable to devote much labour lc"

such purposes, and must restrict my operations to the
merest experiments. ’

. Allmhough T am unable for the reasons stated. to promise
50 large a quantity as a ton of the pine-appl 3 i
send the Chamber a pareel B e s

which may be suffici i i
o y be suflicient to test its value in the markets of

Catechu from Oudh.

Lrom Gover ¢ (
" m?,,q 1};7 nment of Il?z(lw, Department of Agricul-
e, Ltevenue and Commerce 1 y
erce to Chamber
Commerce, 7

The Chief Commissioner of O i
X E udh having reported that
~he has sent 10 Ibs. of Catechu to the Chabmbir ol? (Cox;'

during the coming dry scason
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merce, Caloutia, T am direeled to request that the Govern-
ment of India may be favored with an opinion as {o its

marketable value.

From Chamber- of Commerce o Govt. of India,
Departiment of Agriculture, Revene and. Commerce.

The reference by the Chief Commissionor of Oudh re-
garding n sample of Catechu forwarded to. this office for
report and valuation was answered on the 17th instant,
and T beg to hand you a copy of that report in acknow-
ledgment of your letter No. 640 of the 15th instant.

Chamber of Commerce to Chiey’ Commissioner, Oudh.

T am instructed by the Committee of the Chamber of
Commerce to acknowledge the receipt of your letfer
No. 1656 of 13th ultimo, and of the sample of Cateehu therein
advised, and to present the annexed report on that article
for the information of the Chicf Commissioner.

Rerort.

Your sample of Catechu must be treated as a drug for
which there is a local trade, it is greatly used as one of the
inoredients mixed with paun, and your sample by the
doalors in the trade, is valued at about 8 Rupeos, and had
it been. better refined would be worlh 10 Rupees and up-
wards per maund, but your sample has not: been well pre-
paved, and contains much impurity.
worthless, owing to
rendering it hard and

As Cutch your sample is almost
- in its preparation, ;
dition of Rangoon quality

some irregula
dry instead of being in the con

BT
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of a good dark chocolate color, and quite softin consisiency
at this hot scason of the year.

Firo-proof iron Safos.

From Govt. of Bengal to Chamber of .Commerce.

N Caleutta, 18th January 1873.

In April 1872 the Deputy Commissioner’s cutcherry
ab Debrooghur was destroyed by five, The Registrar
of Luckimpore reported that all the registration records
were destroyed ; even those that were deposited in o
so-called  fire-proof safe were completely reduced to
ashes.  The Inspector-General of Registration was asked
to’ report  on the  destruction of these records, and to
suggest a remedy to prevent like accidents in fubure.

2. Inthe correspondence that ensued on the subject

it was asserted that no so-called fire-proof safe is really
five-proof, unless it is imbedded in masonry, and that,
when exposed withoub protection to a sufficient heat,
any iron chest hecomes red-hot, and its contents dos-
troyed. T'he safes ave therefore useless for the purposes
for which they are employed.

3. Itis of the very greatest importance that safes
used for depositing wills and other valuable documents
for safe custody should be impervious to fire; and the
Licutenant-Governor would be obliged if the Chamber of
Commerce would favor him ith their opinion on the
value of the safes in ordinary use, and on the best means
of providing secwity for the safe deposit of valuable
documents, )
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4. A description of the safe in question is appended.

The iron safe under reference is by C. H. Crane of

Wolverhampton, and its m ts :Iwc.nls follow :—
Outside. nside.
Tect, Inches. Teet. Iuch‘cs.
Length ...’ 2 ¥ Length ... 1 8]
g

Width .1 53 Width ... 1 11
Height .. 1 3% Depth .o 1 1}

The weight is 3 maunds, o :\bo'ul, 2401bs, and L‘b hﬁl
double plates on all sides; there is a handle on. Lc L p
shooting three Dbolts, and & pabent lock on the centre
the Jid Tocking the bolts when shub.

From Chamber of Commerce to Govt. of Bengal.
Cualeutta, 18th February 1873.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commcrccv desire
o acknowledge the receipt of your Ietter No. 317

me t on the subject of five-proof

of the 15th of last month,
iron safes.

They notice the special ui\‘cumsmnce? \v]{if'lx 1:1;2

cod the Licutenani-Governor 1.? malke mq\Amy as it

tha bo of providing security for the safe deposi

o “;caulso(‘umgnbs, and the following remarks are

:\fb‘xll:};‘hl‘zlcb; e‘nnl)lc s Honor to arrive ab some con-

clusion in the mabter:

tlee Delieve thab

) Commil
y can learn, the o

various manufacturers,
resisting 5

“As far as the; d
snlos fu. ovdinory PO nbw )}puychu,sed as fire-:
ve been
-obs many have Do

probably

TR
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Dbul unless they have been constructed by Chubb, Mil-
ner, Hobbs, or other first class firm, the Committee
apprehend that the safes would be unequal to the practi-
cal test of sufficiency in the event of fire.

The reputation of the first named manufacturer stands
s0 high that it is searcely necessary to do more than
refer to it. The Commitiee believe that the Bank of
Bengal at Head Oftice and all its Branches, the Oriental
Bank, the Agra, Delhi, and others have Chubb’s safes

ouly, and probably a majority of commercial firms
have the same,

Next in order the Committee would place Milner,
whose manufacture of iron-safes is very extensive ; and
the superiovity of workmanship and the soundness of
principle on which his fire-resisting safes are made, have
been generally admitted.

The accompanying volume XIV of Exhibitors pros-
pectuses ab the London Exhibition of 1851 contains
information on the sub

jeeb of preserving doeuments in
fire-proof safes which may interest the Licutenant-Go-
vernor, and the Z4mes of 10th, last October, which
Isend herewith, has an account of experiments with
Milner's fire-proof safes, which may induee Iis Honor
to consider whether the singular suceess which attended
the exeeptional test to which they were put does nob
establish the point which he js anxious to arrive at.

If, however, His Honor is of o
now in use should he utilised,
recommend that wherey

Pinion that the safes
the Committec would
er it may be practicable a well
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constrncied vault should e built unde ¢ ground floor
onstaucte 1t showld be built under the ground ‘{I
@ public office with a st iron trap-do r enbrance,
0 p-door or cnf )
with a stoul n tra
f ap it . )
sufliciently strong to- resist crushing, which would be &
ently o e g 0
aoainst the most destractive dire,
a bt t destract {

e bt thus be wsed for the

and the commonest safes migh
deposit of Government records.
The return of the paper and book is requested T\'hcn
no longer required.
From Govt. of Bengal to Chamber of Commeree.
Oaleutta, 22nd February 1873

d to acknowledge the receipb of your lch(:'cl;-
and to request thab you Wi '
the Chamber the thanks . of
for the information regarding

T am directe
of the 18th Febroary 1873,
be so good as to convey to
the Licutenant-Governor !
fire-proof safes contained therein.

r sed in
9. The book and the Times newspaper enclos

ar rewith returned.
your letter ave herewith

Accounts rolating to Pilotago and Port Approachos.
. M ——A Jant to the Chamber
7 offy. Master Attend
From tle 00 of Commerce.

Caleutta, 16th November 1872.

72 he
{his oftice lotter No. 6724 of ::
13th instant, I have the
: 8 3 tate-
Statement showing actaitsof Dosk 1 e he S
Statement Shor) g, . i .
0 SIS s e ot o ot g
the Por, o

Tn continuation of
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2. The other items mentioned in your
;110 cost of establishments maintained on
ortApproaches, detail of whicly establishments will be

found in the accompan ring extract from ge =
panying extract from the Budget Tisti

letter represents
account of the
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Statement. of Dock  Yard charges on account of the
Approuches to the Port for the year 1871-72.

Reparns,
&e., EXECUTED IN
Namos of Vessely, &, [gwwal | Builder o | T
e Covor's cam
Depart. | Factory
ment.
Steamer Agitator we | 17,885 1,601 1018 21,404
F. L. V. Comot we e 6841 12610 335 19,816
Do. Mermaid v e 9,657, 920, 105 10,682
Do. Meteor L | 122000 1,307 202 13,848
] Do. Planet o] 11,568 1,817 113 12,988
R. 8. V. Fame e e 2181 2,968 164 5,353
Tiver Swrvey Department .. 170, 1,533 ... 1,703
R.S. V. Megna we | 9,184 7,009 188 16,471
R. S. V. Marie o 2,500 2,259 58 4,907
B.V. Grappler 8210/ 15,767 333 24,310
A. V. Vulcan 3,084 2,396 35 5,615
Row Boats 8,237 2,638 .. 10,775
Bor:gmgcadsmull :\tt:\ﬁl.wd to 109 s . .
Channel Duoy Department ... | G087 3,638 1575 11,895
Cowcolly Light House ... 8700 e 21 891
Swugor Light House w2339 & 127 2546
n%ﬁl’t}y Foint Sm“f.’.n ‘mﬂ 18 .. 118
Kedgeree Port 20 . 20
Diamond Harbour Moorings .. |-+ 79 72
’ Master Attendant’s Pansway .. B
Total 5,261 \ 1,64,195
S S

R —
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Statement of Dock Yard charges on account of the Piloiaye

JSor the year 1871-72.

Names of Vessels, . |0l | Buikder Tora,
el Stoam
voyor's |1
pedors [ Factory.
ment.
Steawer Celerity 7,077, 29,084
Steamer Undannted 385 29282
ikt Yessel Crseand 5,771
Chinsur 90 2,798
Do, Coloroom 9,017
Do. Foam 18,491
Do. Guide ... 12,661
Do. Kedgeree ... 13,038
Total Rs.

w,moi 1,30,544

- - R
. 8. G. BOON,
© WILLIAN; Ojg Master Attendant.
DLasTER ATILNDANT'S Orrice,
Caleatta, the 16th November 1872,

Toatract from the Budget Fstimates Jor 1871-72.

Yroarne Lienr Vissrus.

]' our Commanders @ Rs. 300
Money for ditto

I‘om Chi

Four Scc »

TFour Crews 5 o00

Bullock 1 \Ionv) »

Shipping Fees '

('onunrrcnt Bills
Half Extra Cre

Mates ”» 1)0
cond ditto 100
ationed for ﬁlnnn out ;
[P
|
|

1870-7]. 1871-72.
14,400 | 14,400
4, S()(l Al ,800

600 | Goo
3486 | 3

60,512
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T

2t oy
stract from the Budgel Tistimales for 1871-72,—conlinued.

S s

Tagur Housns.
Saugor Island.
Nl])u rintendent
st

Native Istablishment
Half Telegraph Boat
Contingent Bills

Coweolly.
Superintendent
Native I s(.\hllkhmr‘nh pay
Ditlo ditto provision money

Surveying V.

& Jame” for Sureeyor.
Commander t]\c River Surveyor
Mess-Money for three officers
Chief Officer
Second ditto
Third ditto
Cle
Crew at Rs. 519 per month
Bullock Money at Rs. 8 per month
Contingent Bills

« Maric
(‘omm.md(‘\

veyo .
Mess- A\Iuno\' @ Bs.
Chief Officer
Crew

»
Bullock Money

A 3
f(oho Assistant Rnc: "S-

{1570-7L |1

|
i
\
;

1, 2()() | 1,200

720
2,6 (»4 2,601
lo2 | 1152
50 ] 50

i
720 720

19

63 ] 63
6,701 |

00 | 3,600
790 |

(‘

6

G

)2 192

6,701

720
1,800
1,236

9

10,452
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Ftraet from the Budget Estimates Jor 1871-T2,—continued.

1870-71. 187172,

Row Boats No. 2 1416 | 1416
A16

» o4 | L2tz | 1er2

n 8 1,020’ 1,020

v w1416 1416

» 10 | 1,200 | 1200
“ Leadsman” - 1;;338 l’gég
Mudll’(rSiHL to carry Chan- ) )
nel Order Book to In-
ward hound Vessels u .o o8

TIDAL Seaarmonns,
Hooghly Point
Middle Point
Kedgeree

1’1'0\151011-1'10110)'
Contingent Bills (Bamboos, &e.)

1,438 | 1438

Buoy Vrsspr.

Commander

I\VIqss~Mon ey '{,?00 g
Chicf Officor 7| 20| ¥
Sceond ditto R e

rew
Bullock Money for ditto

Contingent Bills i }:é(q) %ég
[
| 16,668 | 16,668
—_

183

Eatract from the Budgel Estimates for 1871-72; inted.

1871-72.|1871-72.

Sroam DrepeE “Acrrator”
Commander oo 4,800 | 4,800
Mess-Money 1,200 | 1,200
Chief Offi 2,100 | 2,100
Chief Engincer
Second ditto

Third ditto o 100 | 1,500
Mess of Engineer 660 ) gfg
Steam-Money for ditto ly?")q 599
Deck Crew o] 5,508 Z,;gg
Stoker Crew . 4,128 )

Contingent Bills

BIOLFAIS TAKEN OVER FRoM Port Fuxp.

il
Master-Attendant X o 960 60
Ag%:ﬁ(f;tacxisGO\~cl~xnln|crn& Transports m.l.(. 576 gég
Builder and Surveyor 960 g
2,496 | 2,496
Tr;

from Hooghly Point and Atcheepore
for information of Pilots
e

Payment, for messages received dni]y} 12,000 | 12,000

S. G. BOOX,
Ofg. Master Attendant.

epANT'S OFF]
MasTer ATTENDANLS DI
Caleutta, the 16tk November 187

Tornt Wn,mmr:l }

of
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< N .
- Details of Eapenditwre on account of Approaches 1o the Por
i of Cladia in 1871-72.

Lrom Offy. Master Attendant to Chamber of Narons or CIHARGE. [ Amount. Total.
Commerce. )

PE————-.E
TRiver Survey and, Buoyage. |

ey 0,607 2 0
Oaleutta, 13th February 1873. :ﬁé"g,:ﬁ,tﬂ)ﬂ A 1(7172%1 lé z
N4 o] 10,917
. o | 6oL 10 5y
. ame” | Tees T 7
In continnation of this office letter No. 6785 of the i‘,Melgll‘? T Taor 608
16th November last, T have the honoy to forward herewith, . « g(‘)“%(‘\‘? 852 2 g
for the information of the Chamber of Commeree, extract i TRow Boats ‘17'51_1_ 77,530 12 9
of aletter No. 904, dated 11th instant, from the Accornt- i ot Vessels | ’
ant General of Bengal with the statement therein referred TFloating Light Vessels. Ll 18320 711
5 . ) Planet U042 79
to, shewing the several items of expenditure on account of Meteor ‘,,,’379 9 10
the Port Approaches in 1871-72, cxclusive of Dock Yard | Mermaid h”odﬁ) 911
charges. Gt 348 4 0 55286 0 5
7 { | 58,28
Anchor Vessel. 4,162 15 0
Latract of a letter No. 904C, dated 11t Lebruary 1878, “«Vulean”

Jrom the Accountant. General, Bengal, to the Master At-

Light Houses. 5712 6 0
Light Ilouse at Saugor.. ,712 9
tendant, Caleuita. )‘l‘r):'ilm e ooy o 915 0 s 5 0
. Telegrams.
« . B " Telegraph Office at Cnl—| 057 10
cutta wont
Misccllancous.
/ i »maphores
“Tt has been found neeessary o make somo slight; . 'fgi:l]?g;lzgp
“ alterations in the amounts shewn under {he different .

¢ Bolio and Pansways .-

SR,

¢ -
“heads in the present statement as compared with the - l

“figures formerly rendered, but the total of the expendi- l -

¢ ture is not affected thereby.”
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Now Members.

Messrs. Macneill and Co., Messrs. Cohn Brothers
and Co., Messrs. David Sassoon and Co., Messrs.
Kerr, Tarruck and Co., Messrs. J. Mackillican
and Co., and Messrs. Steel, McIntosh and Co.
have been admitted as Members of the Chamber,
subject to the usual confirmation.

Mombers rotired.

Messrs. Shand, Fairlie and 'Co., Messrs. Ans-
truther and Co., Messrs. Samuel Smith Sons and
Co., Messrs. Schilizzi and Co\q Messrs. Durrs-
chmidt Grob and Co., Messrs. Henderson and
Co., and Messrs. Rose and Co., have ceased to be

" Members.

Funds of the Chamber.

Chamber amounts to Rs. 2,181-6-1, exclusive of
Rs.12,000 in 4 per cent. Government Securities,

J. C. MURRAY,
President.

The half-yearly Dalance of the Funds of the .

APPENDIX.
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Statomont of the Import and Esort of Steam Tonnago of tho Port of Caleutta from 1st January to 81st Docombor 1872.

imlrol{T. EXPORT.
Duesn, | avoows. | Fessor, | B | VR | o pamsn | Cdswess | Freson J Apnomn | Movay
For 12z MoNTE oF _ | . I - -
. [ronngo] St {Tommge] te. fTomagel st Tomage, St [onnage St Bunage) St Townsgs| St (lonnogo, St Tounagol St [Toomsge
January 23 | 21,238 1 939 24-) 22177 | 20| 20,881 2| 1,769 31| 31,650
February 25 | 26,700 1] em| 2 o5 |"20782 | 231 3752 1) 00| 1| 1190 | 5w
Mareh 22| 208 1 e ol 2ager | 26| 20402 1| 30| 1| .se3f 28| 25204
a1 | 31,076 1] o | a2 s01| a1 92,008 7 el . | ose sager
2 | 18,700 2| a8| 2| 10| o5 |es0es| es! 25,303 1 93 o7 |-26,262
29 | 28,031 1l e . 30| 29570 | 21 | 2,36 1| cos9] 1| se3| o3 2atms
27 | 26,904 B 1 - 28 | 27,843 23 25,h34 1 939 1 627 25 | 26,600
22| 23,208 vl o | 2007 |- 10 { 19,421 2| 1,678 o1 | 21,900
September ... 35| 33,702 3| 3702 | 2| 25706 1| o 26 | 26,735
-+ -Octaber. 22| 22,109 1| e ol osnas | 23| 24380 1| o3 21| 2,320
November . 30| 30218 vl ocoof x| | a2|spwo| a2 meer 1] ez 33
December. 2 | 24580 1| o 20| 2510 | 20| 21,807 1 oe7 | 1| ew| m
Total 312 ja,11,154 ] s | o] ades | 92 [peoos] 307 sio10s 18] 13005 | 6| 44 s20 [3a7,00

vii

TONNAGE SCHEDULE for the Porr or Carcurrs, adopted at
a Special. General Meeting of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce,
held on the 12th Fobruary 1872, with cffeot from 1st September

1872,

€ But on and after tho Ist July 1673 tho measuroment of
Cotton, Hemp, Juto, Jute Cuttings, Rhea, Saffower, and othor ar-
ticles similarly packed; shall bo taken ab 50 cubic fect per ton. in-
stead of 5 bales per ton not cxceeding 52 cubio feet. (Rcmlulxon of

the Chamber adopted 1ath June 1872.)

ARTICLES.

Cubic
feot
per Ton.

Crwt.
PNt

Aloes, i in bogs aud boes ..
Aluw, i
At b1gs

Arrowroos, in cases
‘Arsenic, in bags or ciss "
‘Asafcetida, in bags aad boses
Appure i boses -
Bark, in
Boog' Wex

Bmlqmt

Borax
Bran
Brimstone
Bullion g
Cakelac, in bogs
Camplor, in cases
Cardamoms, in robins
xes
Cassia,in boxes
2 sa®
Cast
Ghillts, (dry) in bags
Ghina.Root, in bngs
ox

es .

Chivotta -
chumh

Cléves, in bags
bozes
Coalt’




.

ARTICLES,

Cut,_per |
Ton Nett,

Cochineal
Coltes in baga

ks
Coral, rough
Coir, loose and unscrewed ...
Copras, or Coconnut Kernel ...
Coriander Seed

Cotton, in bales of 3001bs. m],, 5 to the ]

ton, not to excec
Cowries
Cummin Sced
3 Black
Cutch, in bags
Dates, wet

L, dn

oien Y

Elophants’ Teoth in bulk
Furnituro

Glic and Onions
Ginger

Gram

Guns, in cases

Gunny Bags and Gunny Cloth
Gunjah

ton, not to exceed
Hides, Buffalo, or Cow, cured
Hoofs, Horn Shavings and Tips
Hors, Cow, Buflalo, or Deer
India Rubber, fn bags
in cases

Hemp, in bl of 30015 each, 5 to u.c}

Indigo”

ron
Jute, in bales of 300lbs. o

ton, not to exceed
Juie Cuttings,

Ditto
YLac Dye ..

Machinery
Metals .
Mathic Seed
Mirabolams
Molasses

Cubic
feet

per Ton.

=

ARTICLES.

per
'l‘on \'clb

Cubic

per Ton.

Mother o’Pearl, in bags
»
Munject
Dustard or Rapo Sced
Nigor See
Rutinggs,in cases or casks ...
Nux V
Oats
Oil, in cases
. casks
Opitm
Paddy
Palmatine, in bags

TPepper, Long

»  Black -
Planks and Deals o
Poppy Sced

Putchuck

ags
Raw Silk, in bales
Rattans for dunnago
Tted Wood, ditto
Rhea, in bales, per ton of 5 bales, nol!
oxceeding .
TRice
Rope, in coils
. Lines and Twines
Rum, in casks
Safllower, in bales, per ton of 5 bales, nou

in bundles

oxereding
Sago, in cases
Sal-nwoniac, in In,,a

boxes .
cnnpmc

Sl
h’zp.m Wood for dunnago
Sealing Wax, in cascs
Seed-lag, in cases

s bags

Shells, rough, in hags
Sholl-dac, i enses
gy
Silk Chussum
Wast,

20

g,
per chest
16 i




Cubic
Cwt, por .

ARTICLES. : feot
ou Nett. | o,

Silk Piece Goods

ins
Soup, country, in coscs

Stick Lac, in cases
» bags

Sugar

Tallow, in cases or casks
Tale .
Tamarinds, in cases or casks
Tapioca

Teel Seod
Timber, round

W squared
Tincal
Tobaceo, in bales
Tortoise Shells, in chests
Parmeric

Goods in Casks or Cases to be caleulated gross weight
when paying freight by weight ; and whore fieight is mado payable
on measureinent, the measurement be taken on the Custom House
Whatf, or other ehipping wharf within a radius of 5 miles from
the Cnstom House, except in the case of Cotton, the measurement
of which shall be taken at the Serew-house.

Measmement to be taken at lavgest part of the bale,—inside
the lashing on one side and outside on the other.

Tute, Jutc-cuttings, Hemp, Cotton, Saflower, and othex ar-
ticlos similinly packed, ave screwed in bales varying from 300 to
400 Ihs.

4. The term  dead weight” shall bo nnderstood to mean the
following articles i—Sugar, Saltpetre, Rice, Wheat, Gram, Dholl,
Peas, Linseed, Rapesced and all Metals,

.. L Woob,

Cavourry Searctar.

, 1]
14tk June 1872, §

xi
-SCHEDULE OF COMMISSION CHARGES,

Revised and adopted by « Special Genoral Mecting of the Benged
Chamber of Commerce held on the 18th June 1861,—vith cffcet from

1.

1o

2

st Jannary 1862.

On the sale, purchase, or shipment of Bultion, Gold
Dust or Coin ...

On the purchase (when in funds) or sale of Indigo,
Raw Silk, Silk Picce Goods, Opium, Pearls, Pre-
cous Stones, or Jewellery

On purchasing ditto when funds are provided by
the Agent

On the sale or purchase of all other goods—the
commission in all cases to be charged upon the
goss amount of sales, and in rogard to pur-
chases upon both cost and charges .

On returns for Consignments if made in produce ...

On rebuns of Gonsignments if in Bills, Bullion, or
Treasure

On accepting Bills against Consignments

On the sale or pwrchase of Ships, Factorics, Flouses,
Lands, and all property of o like description .
On goods and treasure consigned, and all other pr
perty of ‘any description roferred to Agency for
sale, whother advanced upon or otherwise, which
shall afterwards be withdrawn 5 and on goods
consigned for conditional delivery to others aud
so delivered, on invoico amonntat 2. per rupee.
On making advances or procuring loans of money
for commorcial purposes, when the aggregate

.5

per cont.

2 .

5

2t

half com,

commission doos nob oxceed 3 per cont ... 24 per cent,

On ordering, or recciving and delivering goods, or
<uperintending the fuliilment of contracts, or on
the shipment of goods, where no other Comnis-

sion is derived St




e

]
\Ié‘ . : xiil
N xii T
) ] 92, On offocting Tnsurances, whether on lives or pro-
12, On guaranteeing Bills, Bonds, or other engagements, ] porty 4 por onnt
and on becoming security for administation of 23, On seltling Insurance claims, losses, and averages
Tstates, or to Government for the disbursement. - of all classcs, and on procuring returns of pre-
of public money +.. 24 percent. mim 2
. - T
15 On debooredere o gaantesing the dno realization of 24, On dravwing, purchusing, eelling, or negotinting Bills
S0 . . -1 s g ?
- 14, Onthe managoment of states for Txcoutors o ' of Exchange ... Wl

Administrators L, | 95, On debts or other claims when a process at law or
15. On chartering ships or engaging tonmage for con- f arbitration is inourred in claiming them. ... 2,
stituents for vessels to proceed to outports for Or if recovered by such means ... N
loading .. I 26. . On Bills of Eschango returnod dishonored N
16, On adventising as he Agonts for Owners or Com- ; 27, On collecting House Tent .
manders of ships for cabin passengers, on the . 26, On ship's Disburscmeuts .

amount of passage money, whether the same

shall pass through the Agent’s hands or not ..
17, On procuring freight fora ship by a shipping order

or charter, or on procuring employment for a

_ship on monthly hire, or acting as Agents for 31, On sale or purchase of Government Securities and R

owners, Captain, or charterers of a vessel upon Bank or other Joint Stock Shaves, and on every

the gross amount of freight, brokerage inclusive 3 " exchange or transfer not by P“mmbc from one

99, On realising Bottomry Bonds, or negotiating any
Toan on respondentia, . 2%
30. On guanting Letters of Credit

1S, On engaging Asiatic Emigrants for a ship to the class to another O S
Mauritius, the Wess Tndies, or elsewhere, upon . 32, On delivering up.Government Securities and Bank
ihe gross amount: of earnings. . . or other Joint Stock Shares, on the markot value 4

19. On engaging troops for a ship to Creat Britain or 3 33, On all amounts debited and eredited within the year
elsewhere, on the gross amount of passage money (less the balance brought forward) upon which
forrank and file .2, i no Commission amounting to 5 per cent, has

20, On realising inward freight, m\\md hooy, Emigrant, been charged ... P
or G pusTae Moy A Brokerage when paid is o be separately charged.

21 On landing and re-shipping goods from any vossel & g i
in distress, or on landing and selling by auction J H, W. I, WOOD,

damaged goods from any such vessel, and acting
as Agent for the Master on bohalf of all con-
cerned on the declared value of all such goods
a3 may be re-shipped, and on the net proceeds of
all such goods as may be publicly sold

Secretary.

1§ Opimn, Indigo, Raw Silk, or Silk Picce Goods... 2}
1 Treasure, Precions Stones, o1 Jewellery 1 K
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MEMBERS OF THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

Hiacneill and Co.

= Agelasto and Sagrandi.
o, Macknight, Anderson and Co,
d Co

Apen and C;
. Argentd, Schilizzi .
~ Atkinson, Tilton and Co,
. Atkinson, John and Co, Moniss, 1, Agent, Hong-Kong and
= Ashburner and Co. Skanglad Banking Corporation.

Anderson Wiight ad Co, Pearc, Macrae and Co.

Baler, Lawtie and Co. Phyfair, Dinean and Co, -

Barlow and Co, Petrocoching Brothars,

Moran, . an
Manockjee Rustomjee,

Begg, Dunlop and Co. Peel, Jacob and Co.
Blacker, G. Pusstage, T, dgcnt of the Bastern
~—= Boriadaile, Schiller and Co, Bengal Railury Company.
* Buskin, B G. Prawnkisscn Law and Co.
Camin, Lamonroux and Co, TPrcston, Alfred.
Calisles Nephews and Co, | Ralli Brothors.

= Colvin, Cowie and Co.
=* Crooke, Rome and Co.
* Cox, Hemy S Rentiers and Co.
Cobn Brothers and Co. Robinson, S, H.
=+ DeSouzy, Thos. wnd Co. Reid, J. M. A gent, Chartered Mereantile
Dwarkimath Duté and Co, Bank of India, London, and Chin
=~ Ede and Hobson. tenand, A, Manager, Comptoir 'L
Ernsthansen and Oestorley. comple de Paiis.
Evwing and Co Rowe, T, Offr. Manager, Agre Bank,
Elkiott, John and Co. Limited.
Eura, B.D. L Stecl, MeTntosh and Co.
+~ Fergusson, J. H. wnd Co. Schlaepter, Putz and Co, —
“ Findlay, Hoyes and Co. Sehroder, Smidt and (o,
*~ Feilmann, Mautice and Co. Schocne, Kilburn and Co.
Muir and Co.

Ralli and Mavrojani,
Robert and Charx

155001, David and Co.

“~ Gisborne and Co. Shaw, 1. T and Co.

“+* Graf and Danziger. Sandeman, R. 5., 0fy. anager, Na-
" Grabamand Co.

tional Bank of Tndia.
Smith, D, A. and Co.
T Stokes, Coleman and Co.
Serymgzour, J. S, Agent, Oriental
anl: Corporation
Thomas, J. and Co.
! Turner, Morrison and Co.
Jardine, skitiner and Co. Toulmin, L. W. and Co. =
Kettlewell, Bullen and Co. Tamyaco and Co.
Kelly and Co. . Tawmbac, Paul and Co.
Ker, Dods and Co. Ullmann, Hirschhorn and Co. =
Kerr, Tunuck and Co. Weinholt Brothers
Ofg. Manager, | Whyto, G. A., dgent, Chartered Bank:
Limited. of Tndia, Australia and China.
Lovell, H. P., Supdt, P. & 0.8tcam | Whitney Brothers and Co,
Nuvigation Compuny. Williamson Brothers and Co.
Mackillican, J. and Co. Wiscman, Mitchell, Reid and Co, =
acallister, R. and Co. - Wills, Edmands and Co, = *
nnon, Mackenzie and Co,

Dac] Wollf, Wilmans and Co.
Mackenzie, Lyall and Co. Yule, Andrew and Co.

Elias S.
Headerson, George and Co, .
Ieilgers, . W. and Co.
Hoare, Miller and Co.

Huber and Co.

MOFUSSIL MEMBERS.
Techor, W, —Gowkatty, dssan, | Tamilton, Brown and Co.— Mirapore,
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RULES AND REGULATIONS

or TR

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

wp
First ... That the Society shall be sbyl:zd Tue
Brxear Crannar 0F COMMERCE.

Second.... That the object and duty of the Bengall
Chamber of Commerce shall be to \vatf: L
over and protect the general commercial
interests of the Presidency off Bengal, nnd‘
specially those of thg ])f)rh' of Calcu.btfa.
to employ all means within ils power Jor
the removal of evils, the redress of gney-
ances, and the promotion 'of the com-
mon good ; and, with that view, ‘to com-
municate with Govemmen'(,Apubhc :Luthf)-

rities, associations, and individuals %] f:f}te-
ceive references from, and to' arbi 1; ©
bebween, parties willing to nbld‘e byb xe
iudoment and decision of l(he Cl::fm ex{,
y doto form a code of practice {? simplify
z:\:d facilitate transaction of business.
ship-ewnets,

That merchants, bankers,
and brokers shall alone be ad
of the Chamber.

admission as meny

missible as

members
Fourth....That candidates for
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bers of the Chamber shall be proposed
and seconded by two members, and may
be elected by the Committee provisionally,
such election being subject to confirma-
tion at the next ensuing General Meeting.
Fifth.......That the subscription of fims and banks
shall be 16 rupees per mensem, of indivi-
dual members 10 rupees per mensem,
and of mofussil members 32 rupees per
annum.

Siath ... That any member of the Chamber whose
subscription shall be three months in
arrears shall cease to be a member, and
his name shall be removed by the Com-
mittee from the list of members after one
montl’s notice of such default.

Seventh. .. That the business and funds of the Cham-
ber shall be managed by a Committee of
seven Members, consisting of a President
and Vice-President and five Members,
to be elected annually at a General Meet-
ing of the Chamber in the month of
May ; the President, or, in bis absence,
the Vice-President, being ex-ofticio Chair-
man of the Committee, and in the ab-
sence of the President and Vice-Presi-
dent, the Committee to elect its own
Chairman.  Four to form a quorum.

xvin

Lighth.... Anmual clections  of President, Vice-
President, and members of the Com-
mittee shall be determined by a majority
of votes of members, such votes being
given in'voting cards to be issued by the
Secretary,—numbered and bearing his
signature ; and no voting card shall be
reccived for such purpose unless so au
thenticated. All vacancies created by the
absence of the President, or Vice-Presi-
denf, from tlie Presidency for threc
months or by departure for Europe, or
by death, shall be forthwith filled up; and
the clection determined by votes to be
taken as above and declared by the
Con‘nnittea All vacancies created as
above by the absence, departure, or death
of any of the Members of the Committee
shall be forthwith filled up by selection
by the Committee subject to approval at
first ordinary general meeting thercafter.

Ninth... That parties holding powers of procura-
tion shall, in the absence of their princi-
pals, be eligible to serve as members of
the Committee. |

Tenth... Two members of a firm or rcpresem‘nti\"es
of a bank shall not serve on the Commit-
tee at the same time.
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. Hlevenih. That the Committee shail meet for the
. purpose of transacting such business as
R mag' come within the province of the
| . Chamber at such times as may suit their
' convenience, and that the record of their

proceedings be open to the inspection of
members, subject to such regulations as
the Committee may deem expedient.

Twelfth. That all proceedings of the Committee
be subject to- approval or otherwise of
General Meetings duly convened.

Llerteenth.That a half-yealy report of the proceed-
ings of the Committee be prepared,
printed, ‘and civeulated for information
of members three days previous to iho
General Meeting, at which such report and
proceedings of the Committee shall be
subwmitted for approval.

Fourteentl.That the Secretary shall be clected
by the Committee ; such election to be
subject to confirmation at the next ensuing
General Meeting.

Fifteenth.That General Meetings of the Chamber
shall be held at such times as the Com-
mittee may copsider convenient for the
despateh of business,

Siwteenth That any number of members present.

shall be held to constitute a General Meet-

i
3
s
3

xix
i ith the Rules
ing, called in conformity with 11:;: 'I\f -
. culle Rules
1’§,t1\c Chamber for the despateh o
o
dinary business. )

Seventeenth.That on {he requisiti
’ bers of the Chamber,

on of any five mem-
the President, or

absence, the Vice-President, or

5 4 mmittes, shell cnl} a oo

Te +ing, to be Teld with-

afsueh — -

in his

pan
1 General M

to rece

oribing BT S Rak T
: A
i rote only, and the!
He entitled to oneV d
1l 1Clvﬁnm\n of Committee ian Clgm:;
' ";GCIIPY‘J Meetings and Special Gon ; !
rI)\I tings shall have & casting vole 1n cas
e s
i f voles.
of equality © . BT
. th 'L‘l:u. parties holding pow e\; . Ci}. .
et 'tion shall, in the absence © redr p
T !
cipals, be entitled to vt)t:c. ool e allow-
. That voting by proxy shal ot
' d provided proxies are 1
ed t )
members of the Cl):\mbc.l‘,g
et That the Chamber ¢S

ory” subi

Twentie

orves to itself
its bers;
rig sxpelling any of its merPer ;
o “g"\hti)lii:ml tobe decided by f,l)e :totzis“
e 1'l iths of members p‘xese]G .
of three-four oxy ab any Special e
I:‘tl;e Chamber conycned
on of such expulsion.-

Twenty fi

pexson or by
ral Mecting o
the consideratt
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Twenty-second. That strangers visiting the Presiden. .
¢y may be admitted by the Committee
as honorary members for o period not ex-
ceeding two months.

Trwenty-third...That no change in the rules and re-
gulations of the Chamber shall be
made except by the votes of a n)_f\jo-\
rity of the members of the Chamber|

~—  vresent in person or by pr at ai

Special General M.ccmv"to D¢ held;
after previous notice of three nmnths.} R

Cones wnd Co., No, 19, Lall Basar.,
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